TOWN OF HAMDEN, CONNECTICUT
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
FY 2022-2023 BUDGET DELIBERATIONS
April 5, 2022
*To view the recording, please click the following link and observe the instructions when/if
prompted: https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/play/sjqt8j8eAY9FNeLYqm0Dnw3DcyzOi_XWMEmQAPTmeq9Ig99ojSrgF6kv0vZRqyYW0N8EgfUZpJcqIOG.jxnAI40wM8ImJhrf?conti
nueMode=true
** If you are reviewing a print copy of these minutes and wish to view the meeting
recording, please visit the Agenda Center at www.hamden.com/agendacenter and click the
MEDIA link found next to this agenda under the meeting date. OR download the digital
version of these minutes and click the link above.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Legislative Council budget deliberations were held on Tuesday, April 5, 2022, electronically, via
Zoom, due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. The meeting was called to order at 6:10 P.M. by Council
President Dominique Baez. The Clerk took the roll followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and the
reading of the Land Recognition.
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Dominique Baez
Justin Farmer
Katie Kiely
Abdul Osmanu
Ted Stevens
Kristen Zaehringer

Cory O’Brien (after roll call)
Sarah Gallagher
Betty Wetmore
Laurie Sweet
Lesley DeNardis (after roll call)
Marjorie Bonadies (after roll call)

MEMBERS ABSENT: Jeron Alston; Paula Irvin; Adrian Webber
PRESIDING: Dominique Baez, President
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Sean Grace, Chief of Staff; Curtis Eatman, Finance Director

President Baez started by saying: “We are opening up our budget deliberations and we have to
remember that, throughout this process, we are not here alone. We do the work this year, right
now in time, but it is on the shoulders of every Council and every Mayor that came before us,
every town employee and every resident that came before us. Whether those things were good
or bad we now own them and we must work and go forward with them. We have to keep those
things in our in mind while we’re looking at everything to find what the best solutions are.
We have to continuously remember to respect one another even when we might disagree, but we
need to have logical and realistic arguments that will lead us forward and we need to talk to each
other like human beings and be respectful. I trust that everyone is here to work with me in that,

and I appreciate you and I respect you and I’m grateful for you all being here.
We also, and most importantly, need to keep in our minds and our hearts, the people that this
budget affects. Our residents who are paying the bills and are most affected by our services,
those who really need our services, and those who really hurt when we ask for that tax bill. We
must keep that in mind throughout this entire process. Everything we do throughout these next
two months affects what happens to each and every one of our residents. So I just want us to all
keep that in our minds and hearts and try our very hardest, while keeping respectful and keeping
in our minds and memories what we're building upon some things we can't help, some things
we're grateful for, and some things we wish they didn't do. But we have to move forward.
Ms. Baez then announced there will not be public input during the deliberations but encourages
everyone to write their comments in to lcpublicinput@hamden.com and they will see and read
them all as they come in.
Finance Director Curtis Eatman then gave a power point overview of the Mayor’s budget. (This
can be found at Time Code 00:28:05 on the recording)
Mr. Eatman then provided the following summary:
Mil rate of 56.12 which is a 3.68 increase
Total contractual obligation for the Town is $276,705,706
Non-contractual obligations for the Town is $1,507,295
One mil equals $3,819,315 under the Mayor’s budget with a 97.8% tax collection rate.
Reducing the mil rate would go as follows:
1 mil equals approximately $3,819,315
2 mils equal approximately $7,638,630
3 mils equal approximately $11,457,079
3.68 mil (to maintain a flat budget) equals approximately $14,055,079

There was some discussion on the tax collection rate with Mr. Eatman saying it varies and has
been historically higher than he would like and said that he likes the Mayor’s rate of 97.8%.
Ms. Wetmore asked for the last 5 years of the collection rate.
There was some discussion about a progressive mil rate with Mr. Grace saying we are not
permitted to have a progressive mil rate and that it has to be a flat rate. Ms. Gallagher asked for
the Statute on that.
There was also some discussion about the capital budget which Mr. Eatman said was put forth
with the Mayor’s budget. There was then some discussion about a rainy day fund and the debt
service.

Ms. Baez then displayed a sheet of departments with minimal room for changes or $0 to cut. She
said Thursday she wanted to go over the departments with $0 to cut but said the list was too big.
The Council discussed which of these to do Thursday and came up with the following list of
departments to be reviewed on Thursday, April 7th. Probate Court, Board of Ethics, Mental
Health, Board of Assessment, Debt Service, Pension.
Ms. Baez said those departments just listed will be heard on Thursday at 6:00 PM.
There being no further business Ms. Baez recessed the meeting at 7:25 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Kim Renta
Clerk of the Council

