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Hamden Historical Society
Announces New Town Historian
The Hamden Historical
Society announced today that one of
their members, David G. Johnson,
has been appointed as Town Historian.
Johnson is a lifelong resident
of Hamden. He was employed for
twenty-four years with the Hamden
Fire Department. He retired in 1999
having obtained the rank of Captain.
Dave currently serves as secretary
and historian for the Hamden Fire
Town Clerk Vera Morrison swears in new Town
Historian, David G. Johnson
Retirees Association and secretary
of the Hamden Guardian Services
Retirees Association. He is the Editor and a contributing writer for the fire retirees’
website and has been since it began in June 2009.
For over twenty years Johnson has been a member of the Hamden Historical
Society. He is active as a volunteer in the History Room. Dave has undertaken the
task of digitizing, identifying and cataloging the Historical Society’s photograph
collection. Most notably Dave edited a 1936 film on the Hamden Sesquicentennial
Parade from raw 16mm footage. It was presented at the annual Hamden Historical
Society meeting last year, the 80th anniversary of the parade.
The Senior Citizens of Hamden are benefiting from Dave’s expertise and
interest when he meets with their monthly Journey group. Together they share and
discuss old photos and what it was like growing up in Hamden.
Johnson has said “the preservation of the history of our town is a very important priority for me. I hope to be able to encourage others, particularly young
Hamdenites, to desire to learn more about the history of their town, as I was so
inspired when I was a youngster.”
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A Letter From
Mayor Leng
Greetings Fellow Hamdenites –
This issue marks the 12th and final publication of 2016 – and what a
great year it has been for Hamden. I am so pleased that all of our readers have
enjoyed this newsletter, which is completing it's first year of publication, and I
want you to know that I value tremendously all of the feedback that my office
has received.
As the Holiday Season draws to a close and we return to our families,
jobs, and other obligations, I would like to take this last opportunity to remind
our residents that we are still well within the Season of Giving. The Hamden
Food Bank is always seeking donations, especially during the cold winter
months, and I encourage everyone to make a donation if possible. Recently the Hamden Food Bank extended its
hours and is now open until 7pm on Tuesdays, Hamden's first "after-hours" Food Bank time, to assist those who
may not have otherwise been able to seek assistance due to working hours or other obligations.
As I reflect on the 2016 year, I am proud of the accomplishments my administration and team members
have achieved. At the beginning of my term we re-focused our efforts toward resolving citizens’ issues, information needs and complaints. I am pleased to say that our outreach efforts and Constituent Service Center concept has been a success, with complaint resolution and employee response times improving demonstrably. 2017
will bring even more improvement as we have signed an agreement with "SeeClickFix", to implement Hamden's
first constituent issue/concern reporting and tracking system that can be used right from your smart phone, tablet
or any computer. I expect “SeeClickFix” to prove a strong tool for constituent service delivery, fair expectation
setting, improved Town oversight of complaint repair times, and increased communication with residents.
Additionally, the Town has signed an agreement with Viewpoint, an online paperless permitting system,
which is scheduled to go live in the first half of 2017. Paperless permitting will make Hamden more business
friendly to the commercial sector, businesses and contractors, and more convenient to our residents. Efforts such
as these make practical, operational and financial sense.
I look forward to discussing these initiatives and getting your feedback at one of the many newly added
outreach efforts implemented in 2016; such as Mayor's Night Out, Mayor's Day Out, regular participation with
our active Neighborhood Civic Associations, Virtual Online Mayor's Night Out, increased use of social media to
inform and engage residents through FaceBook, Twitter, Instagram and more; all of which will continue in 2017.
We also have additional outreach and citizen engagement efforts planned for 2017, including "Coffee with the
Mayor", a brand new “Town of Hamden Podcast”, additional engagement with local radio and possibly even Citizen's Television (CTV) efforts in later 2017.
I am eager to begin work on many of the new projects, plans and program enhancements ranking from
schools to our library to our social services all planned for the coming year. Each effort is designed with you and
our community in mind, building a stronger Hamden capable of providing the services our residents deserve.
I sincerely thank you for your support and ask that you contact me and my team with any comments,
concerns or ideas. Please call my Office at 203-287-7100, or email me at cleng@hamden.com as I very much
welcome and value your feedback and input.
Many Thanks, Happy Holidays, & Happy New Year!
-Curt Balzano Leng
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Hamden Wraps Up Fall Sidewalk Improvements
Most Seasonal Repairs in Town History
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng and Town Engineer, Mark Austin, are pleased to announce that the
Town of Hamden has completed its sidewalk improvement program for the Fall 2016 Season. This season Hamden Officials adopted an improved approach to sidewalk repairs, updating the existing repair
program with the goal of aggressively responding to and performing repairs for complaints which have
existed for 5+ years; as well as working to be more responsive to repair needs that have a direct impact
on constituent health and safety. This new system has allowed the Town to reduce its sidewalk repair
waiting list, with spot repairs that were formerly expected to take over a decade now slated to be performed within a plan to address entire streets in both a more efficient and more cost effective manner.
Approximately $600,000 worth of repairs have been completed since late August, comprising
approximately 1.3 miles of repairs and improvements. A total of 28 streets were either completely repaired or received select “spot repairs” to designated areas. This is the most repair work to occur in one
seasonal period in the history of the Town.
The Hamden Engineering Department expects to reprioritize and update the existing spot repair
list and the current repair program throughout January and February. In March, new purchase orders
will be extended to the contractors to perform spring sidewalk repair projects. With new funding expected, the Town anticipates an additional $500 – 650,000 worth of sidewalk repair work to be performed in the Spring and Summer.
Throughout the 2016 season, the Town collaborated with a number of different contractors to
perform various repairs and reconstruction. These contractors include Blue Ribbon, William M. Laydon
Construction, and V & F Paving. The Town thanks these contractors for their excellent work and looks
forward to continued partnerships in the future.
Commenting on Hamden’s 2016 sidewalk improvements, Mayor Curt Balzano Leng said,
“Throughout the past year we have steadily shortened our sidewalk repair list by implementing smart
repair practices, improving quality controls and focusing on areas which have been neglected for too
long, have significant foot traffic, or have other special needs. Together with pedestrian safety efforts
(of which there are more to come), Hamden is working toward developing a “complete streets approach” which is at the forefront of progressive and effective local governments. Sidewalks allow for
safe and comfortable travel in our neighborhoods and commercial areas, and I am very pleased with our
progress so far. I look forward to many more improvements throughout 2017.”
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Public Skating Offered At
Louis Astorino Ice Arena
Louis Astorino Ice Arena, located at 595 Mix Ave, Hamden, CT 06514
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Martin Luther King Jr.
Birthday Celebration
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng announces that the Town of Hamden will hold its annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration on Friday, January 13th, 2017, from 12:00pm to 1:30pm, in Thornton
Wilder Hall located at the Miller Library complex. (2901 Dixwell Avenue) This event offers attendees
the opportunity to reflect on Dr. King’s life, his mission, and how he has affected our lives. Members
of the public are invited to attend and light refreshments will be served.
Legislative Council President, Jim Pascarella, will welcome guests to this celebration. The
Keynote Speaker will be former Hamden Mayor Carl Amento. The Moderator for the event will be
Reverend Sallie Lowry of Gabriel Outreach Ministry, New Haven, CT.

Christmas Tree Disposal
Begins January 9th
Public Works Director Craig Cesare would like to inform Town residents that Hamden Public Works
will begin curbside pick-up of Christmas trees on Monday, January 9th, 2017. Trees should be free of
all wrappings, lights and decorations. Pick-up will be town-wide. Artificial trees are not included in this
pickup and may be disposed of during the bulk trash months of April and October. Residents may also
take their discarded trees, both real and artificial, to the Transfer Station at 231 Wintergreen Ave (open
Mon. - Fri., 8am-3pm and the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month from 8am – 11:45am).
Please contact Public Works at (203) 287-2600 with any further questions.
###

Hamden Reminds Residents
Of Diaper Bank Services
Mayor Curt Leng and Community Services Director, Darlene Butler, would like to remind Hamden
residents of the support opportunities provided by the Hamden Diaper Bank.
Starting in June 2015, Hamden Community Services partnered with the New Haven Diaper Bank, Inc.
to create the Hamden Diaper Bank. Over the past year, the Hamden Diaper Bank has served 267 families and 327 babies, with clients receiving a total of 16,350 diapers. New and continuing clients receive diapers once a month, and there are no income requirements to enroll in the program.
Parents and guardians who are interested in enrolling in the program can call Hamden Community
Services at (203) 562-5129 ext. 1126 to schedule an enrollment appointment.
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Hamden CERT
2016 Annual Report
The Hamden CERT Program had a very eventful year providing service to the Hamden Community. Along with the many Planned Community Events the team was also active with Public Service,
Emergency Activations, Emergency Preparedness, Public Education and our ongoing training schedule.
Hamden CERT provided logistical support to Hamden Fire Department, Hamden Parks & Recreation,
Town Center Park Commission, Hamden Arts and the Hamden Veteran’s Commissions along with the
Hamden Volunteer Firefighters. We mourned the loss of our senior member Mike Johnson, who passed
on Sunday, July 31st. Mike will always be remembered for his service to our country as a World War II
Veteran along with his service to our community and our CERT Program.
On April 6th, we graduated 27 students from our 9th CERT Basic Training at Class Hamden Middle
School. We conducted a 2nd class (Hamden CERT Basic Training Class #10) that started in September
and graduated 15 students on November 16th. For more information on our program or the upcoming
free CERT Basic Training Classes, contact us on Facebook, Twitter or our web site at:
www.hamdencert.com. Here is the rundown of our year’s activity for 2016.
Emergency Calls - 6 Emergency Activations were for 1st Responder Rehabilitation Services and Logistical Support Functions at 2 residential structure fires, 2 brush fires along with stand-by activations
for a Mutual Aid Request and a Warming Station.
Public Service/Education - 28 Request that included: 20 Basic Training Sessions at Hamden Middle
School and Dunbar Hill Fire Station #8. We also assisted with logistical support at Sacred Heart Academy; Hamden’s Let’s Move Wellness Fair, Hamden Ice Rink, MADD Walk and Relay for Life.
Planned Community Events – 17 Request for assistance and logistical support that included: our Fireworks and Summer Concert Series (5) along with the Memorial Day Parade Set-up, Hamden Expo,
Brooksvale Fall Festival, Hamden Road Race, Earth Day, Food Truck Festivals (2) and the Silver Bells
Holiday Venue.
Team Training & Drills – 13 As always, safety is a priority for our community and our team members.
We study all subject matter that keeps us aware of hazards and keeps us focused on the safety of our
community and ourselves. Hamden CERT acting as a major part of Hamden’s Office of Emergency
Management, volunteered their services 64 times during the year 2016 to assist our First Responders,
Town Officials, Town Commissions, Students, Guests and our Hamden and surrounding communities.
We would like to thank Mayor Curt Leng, Fire Chief David Berardesca, the Hamden Legislative
Council, Hamden Rotary Club and the Hamden Community for their continuing support of the
Hamden CERT Program. As always, it has been an honor to serve our community this year with
3,791 service hours and to work alongside of our Town Officials and our Police and Fire Department Personnel when called upon.
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Hamden CERT
2016 Annual Report & Training Classes

2016 Graduates are Sworn In for Duty

2017 Hamden CERT Basic Training
Classes will begin on Thursday,
February 9th. Classes will be held at
the Dunbar Hill Fire Station #8 for 10
consecutive weeks, starting at 7pm
each session. Full information on how
to apply to join Hamden CERT is
available on our web site at:
www.hamdencert.com.
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Town of Hamden
2016 Holiday Ornament
The Hamden Arts, Recreation & Culture Department (ARC) is happy to introduce its
official 2016 holiday ornament. This year's selection features the Freedom Park, located across the
street from Hamden’s Memorial Town Hall at the intersection of Whitney and Dixwell Avenues.
A ceremony on January 28, 1973, featured the dedication of the state’s first “Freedom Tree,”
a living tribute to American servicemen. It honored all Vietnam Prisoners of War (POW) and
soldiers Missing in Action (MIA). This symbolic tree is adorned with a bronze plaque which
states: “This Freedom Tree - with the vision of universal freedom for all mankind - is dedicated
by the citizens of Hamden to all prisoners of war and men missing in action”.
The Junior Woman’s Club of Hamden, Inc., under the auspices of VIVA (Voices in Vital
America), spearheaded this event, assisted by Robert Dietter of Dietter’s Garden Center who
donated the tree.
The 2016 pewter ornaments, printed on both sides, are $10 each, and come with a brief
narrative about the Park. They were designed by Karl Widman, under the direction of ARC
Supervisor Laura Luzzi.
Also available are ornaments from recent years: Hamden Rotary Pavilion/Town Center Park
(2015), Ghost Parking Lot (2014); Hamden Miller Memorial Library (2013); Hamden Police
Department (2012) and Hamden Volunteer Fire Department (2011); and Hamden Middle
School (2010). Each is being sold for $10.
Ornaments from earlier years are also available at a reduced rate of $5 each while supplies
last. They include: Thornton Wilder House (1997); Margaret L. Keefe School (2002), Spring
Glen School (2003); Farmington Canal Greenway (2007); and Whitneyville Church (2008).
All ornaments are sold on a first-come, first-served basis. To reserve an ornament call
203-287-2579 or visit the Hamden Recreation Department, 2750 Dixwell Avenue.
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Hamden Tree Commissions’
December “Notable Tree”
The Hamden Tree Commission is pleased to announce the Hamden Notable Tree for the month of December, 2016. This white oak is located in the West Woods area
of Hamden. It was nominated by local arborist Annie
Schutts Mixsell and the tree’s owner, Janice Dell. The
white oak (Quercus alba) is a deciduous tree native to North
America. It is recognizable by its scaly light gray bark, 1inch-long acorns that have a bumpy cap, and dark green
leaves that turn a bright rust-red in autumn. The white oak
is Connecticut’s state tree and the historic “Charter Oak” of
Hartford is one of the country’s most famous white oaks.
A typical white oak reaches a height of 80 to 100
feet at maturity, with a similar horizontal spread. This particular white oak is measured at 99 feet tall, with a circumference of 174 inches (14.5 feet) and a spread of about 96
feet.
Mixsell wanted to nominate the oak because “it is
such a wonderful surprise when you come across it in the
forest.” She was amazed that, even though the tree is in a
forested area, its canopy is quite large. Janice Dell, the
tree’s owner, and her five adult children have fond memories of the tree from childhood nature walks. Dell’s husband
would point the tree out for its age and beauty - a tangible
example of the wonder of nature. To this day, Dell’s adult
children admire the tree and bring their own children to visit it in the forest, as adjacent picture shows.
If you have a tree you would like to nominate,
please send its location, an image and a few sentences describing the tree and what you think makes it notable to:
help@hamden.com. Please include your name, address,
email and phone number as well. Or you can mail your
nomination to the Hamden Tree Commission care of the
Mayor’s Office, Hamden Government Center, 2750
Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518.
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Hamden Historical Society
“Our Architectural History”
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Hamden Historical Society
“Our Architectural History”

“Hamden—Our
Architectural Heritage”
is available for
purchase from the
Hamden Historical
Society for $20.00.
Copies may be obtained
from the Hamden Town
Clerk’s Office, located
at 2750 Dixwell Avenue,
Hamden, CT 06518.
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SoHa Teen Night
Dance Party!
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After Hours Food Bank
Offered for Residents in Need
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Let’s Move Hamden!
A Wellness Fair for Families
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Hamden Police Department
Monthly Update
During the month of December,
the Hamden Police Department
participated in both the Annual
Hamden Toy Drive and the Hamden Food Drive, both of which
were a great success.
Additionally, the Police
Department conducted a number
of staff training exercises ranging
from K9 training to firearms training for the Hamden Emergency
Services Unit. Department wide
training for dispatchers was also
conducted, and consisted of EMD
Protocol, Continuing Dispatch Education that was conducted at
American Medical Response
facility in New Haven

Hamden’s
Emergency
Services Unit
Conducts
Firearms
Training

Hamden’s
Dispatch
Personnel
Undergo
Training

K-9 Units participated in monthly training
throughout areas in town. The training
curriculum included:
Building searches
Narcotics detection
Patrol techniques
Obedience
Explosive detection
Tracking

Suspect Apprehensions
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Hamden Fire Department
Year-End Response Report
In 2016, the Hamden Fire Department responded to 10,248 incidents. To date, 2016 has been one of the
busiest years in the fire department’s history. Each week, our firefighters respond to an average of 200
emergency calls. These response totals have been separated into 3 categories - Fire, Medical, and Other.
The “Other” category consists of searches, odor investigations, water leaks/pump outs, wires down, etc.




Fire Responses – 2,463
Medical Responses – 6,870
Other – 667

Listed below are just some of the emergencies that the Hamden Fire Department has responded to:
 Structure/Building Fires – 24
 Other Type Fires – 59 (includes cooking fires/chimney fires/etc.)
 Brush/Rubbish/Vehicle Fires – 83
 Motor Vehicle Accidents – 517
 Hazardous Materials/Fuel Spills/Natural Gas Leaks – 118
 Carbon Monoxide Incidents – 92
 False Alarms – 263
 Emergency Medical Responses – 6270
 Public Assistance Calls – 495
Past Response Statistics
Since 2006, the Hamden Fire Department has responded to approximately 110 more emergencies than the prior
year.
In 2006, the fire department responded to 9138 emergencies.
In 2011, the fire department responded to 9781 emergencies.
Hamden Fire Department Equipment and Personnel
The Hamden Fire Department is staffed 24 hours a day by career personnel. In total, there are 92 line firefighters
assigned to four separate shifts. Each shift consists of 23 Firefighter/EMTs and Firefighter/Paramedics who are
assigned to five firehouses throughout the Town of Hamden. The fire department responds to emergencies utilizing the following equipment:
 4 Engine Companies
 2 Paramedic Rescue Companies
 1 Rescue Squad
 1 Tower Ladder
 1 Battalion Chief
The Hamden Fire Department is commanded by Fire Chief David A Berardesca and Deputy Fire Chief Gary P
Merwede. Other vital staff positions include Fire Marshal, Deputy Fire Marshal, Fire Inspector, Administrative
Assistant, Apparatus Superintendent, and Assistant Apparatus Superintendent.
The Hamden Fire Department is also supplemented by dedicated volunteer firefighters who operate out of 3 separate fire stations. They are the Mount Carmel Vol. Fire Co. 5, Mix District Vol Fire Co. 7, and the Dunbar Hill
Vol Fire Co. 8.
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Information Guide
November 2016
Helpful Resources

Upcoming Events

Hamden Youth Services:
 Program Guide

Saturday Arts Programs

Hamden Elderly Services:
 January 2017 Newsletter
 January 2017 Miller Café Menu
 January 2017 Miller Café Choice
Menu
Hamden Arts & Recreation:
 Arts and Rec Program Registration

“Sensational Sunday”
Performance Series
Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday
Celebration, Jan. 13th
SOHA Teen Night Dance Part,
Jan. 13th

Hamden Public Library
 Calendar of Events
 www.hamdenlibrary.org

ANNOUNCEMENTS


MiKro Expansion Approved by Town



Grand Opening of Lucian’s Gardenhouse



Hamden Honored as a High Achievement Energy Leader



Hamden Ranked “38th Best Place to Live”



A Place of Honor for Military Memorabilia



Like us on FACEBOOK & Follow us on TWITTER
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THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE SUBSCRIBED!
INPUT AND SUGGESTIONS FOR OUR MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER CAN BE EMAILED TO
PATRICK J. DONNELLY

WE’RE ON
THE WEB!
VISIT US!

Land of the
Sleeping
Giant

Want to become a subscriber?
Readers who wish to subscribe to the Monthly Town Hall Newsletter may do
so by navigating to www.hamden.com, and locating the “Sign up for Email
Notifications” link in the bottom left of our homepage. From there, potential
readers will be able to enter their desired email address and “check the box”
to “join” and sign up to receive the “Town of Hamden Monthly Newsletter”.

PAGE 18

Volume 1, Issue 12

