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Hamden Honors
Martin Luther King Jr.

Mayor Curt Balzano Leng will welcome guests to this celebration.
The Keynote Speaker will be Hamden Police Chief, Thomas Wydra.
The Moderator for the event will be Reverend Sallie Lowry of Gabriel
Outreach Ministry, New Haven, CT. Members of the public are invited to
attend and light refreshments will be served.
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A Letter From Mayor Curt Leng
“2017 in Retrospect”
Greetings Fellow Hamdenites –
Welcome to an expanded edition of “The Mayor’s Corner”, my monthly column discussing all things “Hamden”.
In 2017, Hamden took major steps towards improving our community policing and outreach efforts throughout Town. In 2015, we launched regular walking beats
in Hamden neighborhoods for the 1st time in more than 40 years. This year, we enhanced that effort to include two more neighborhood walking beats along with expanded bicycle patrols covering more than 10 separate patrol routes throughout Hamden. These efforts are bridging the gaps between officers and residents, and have made
real strides in making our neighborhoods safer.
In addition to taking a page from the past and connecting with residents on a
personal basis, we have also continued to equip our officers with technology designed
to better prepare them to protect our community in the present. We are very proud that almost all of Hamden’s
officers are now wearing body cameras and that confidential reporting tools such as TIP-411 have launched and
are seeing success. Furthermore, predictive policing software is now being used to deter crime and get a jump on
criminals when possible. While we are certainly proud of these accomplishments; our public safety efforts to engage with our residents, deter and stop crime, and ultimately provide a safer Hamden for all residents will continue to expand in essential ways throughout 2018. My administration plans to focus intently on youth violence prevention efforts and community partnerships, the likes of which have never been seen in Hamden before.
I am also pleased to report the continuation of Hamden’s record-setting paving and sidewalk replacement
program this year. In 2017, we paved more than 55 roads constituting approximately 11.5 miles of roads. In total, since becoming Mayor, my team and I have been able to pave about 40 miles of our roads - approximately
16.5% of Hamden’s roadway system. Hamden also replaced or repaired sidewalks throughout our neighborhoods
and commercial districts. We still have lots of work to do, but we’re heading in the right direction and producing
results we can all be proud of.
Investing in our streets and sidewalks improves and increases value in our neighborhoods. Park improvements are also key actions that demonstrate neighborhood investment. In 2017, the Town renovated and improved Legion Field, Cesare Field, Carusone Field, Basset Park and Ridge Hill Playground and more. We also
added solar panels to enhance energy savings at the Hamden Ice Rink. One of the most visible projects in 2017
was the near completion of construction of the brand-new, multi-purpose athletic and baseball fields at our Hamden High School. The field, like the football field before it, was constructed with focus on athlete safety, impact
absorption, weatherproofing, and drainage. The former HHS Baseball field was also completed with an organic
in-fill material and the addition of added impact reduction material in the form of shock pads designed to reduce
concussions.
In 2017, Hamden also kept focus on improved constituent services. In addition to re-establishing our
“Constituent Service Center”, Hamden also rolled out “SeeClickFix”. This system allows residents to submit
service requests (including photos) directly from their mobile phones or desktops, which are then processed and
directed to the appropriate town personnel for more efficient and effective response and issue resolution.
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A Letter From Mayor Curt Leng
“2017 in Retrospect”
Equally as exciting, we took steps forward in the realm of energy sustainability throughout 2017! For
starters, we hired a part-time Energy Efficiency Coordinator who has been tasked with reviewing the energy
plans for all town facilities and recommending plans and programs to reduce energy cost and consumption. Hamden has also worked to help provide our residents with opportunities to reduce their energy expenses and take
advantage of free UI incentive programs, with major solar opportunities and more. I am proud to say that Hamden is returning to being a leader in green initiatives, which is good for the environment and good for our pocket
books.
Here are a few more accomplishments achieved in Hamden in 2017. The Town;














Passed the first no tax increase budget in Hamden in 10 years!
Installed security systems at a number of Town locations, including the Keefe Community Center, Miller
Library Complex, and key intersections along the Farmington Canal Trail, with more to come in 2018;
Adopted “Viewpoint” online permitting solutions, set for a 2018 launch;
Held the first ever “Environmental Services Fair” in which more than 2 tons of electronics and shredded paper were dropped off by residents at no cost;
Began formalized Mayor’s “Constituent Office Hours”, allowing residents to visit locations like Government
Center and Memorial Town Hall and sit directly with the Mayor to discuss issues in Hamden. This was added to our continued “Mayor’s Night Out” meetings held in neighborhoods throughout Hamden throughout
the year;
Enabled traffic and school safety at the Hamden High School and at Helen Street School with traffic flow
changes designed for student safety;
Streamlined and enhanced the role of our new Community Development Manager with a focus on overseeing Youth and Community Services, in addition to the traditional Community Dev Grant Program, and
tasked position with building greater collaboration with our community partners, the school system, and
more - all for enhanced service delivery to our residents;
Began a new partnership with Albertus Magnus College including internship programs in the areas of human
services, public works, engineering, social services and more.
Renovated the Hamden Senior Center with new bathrooms, kitchen, resident service offices and newly enhanced food pantry, as well as coming added program space opportunities and very soon in 2018, new flooring throughout, including Thornton Wilder Hall;
Launched an enhanced traffic enforcement effort with increased focus on speed and red light enforcement for
pedestrians and motor vehicle safety, resulting in a 4 Times the level of infractions and serious warnings than
the previous year and completed physical traffic calming improvements in locations in many neighborhoods
with more planned for 2018.
While I am always happy to report on the accomplishments of our great Town and hard working team
members, I take greater pleasure in laying out tangible plans for the future. Together we’ve accomplished
much for Hamden in just two short years - and we have no plan to rest easy now! My goal is to keep pushing
Hamden’s progress and I am looking forward to sharing with you some of my administration’s key plans and
goals for the 2017-2019 term in the next issue! We’ve got a lot more to do and we are just getting started!
Best Wishes
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng
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Town of Hamden
Snow Policy
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Holiday Recycling
Notice
The Town of Hamden Recycling Coordinator would like to remind
residents that gift wrap and tissue paper are not recyclable and should be
placed in the trash. Tissue Paper is usually made from already-recycled paper, and the fibers are so short that they usually can’t be recycled into paper
again; while the metallic or waxy coating and decorative glitter of wrapping
paper prevent it from being recycled. Please consider the following ecofriendly packaging options when wrapping your presents this holiday season:






Fabric bags or reusable shopping bags
Decorative cardboard boxes that can be re-used
Brown paper grocery bags, these can be recycled if decorated with
crayons or markers
Old maps
Wrap a gift in a fabric scarf

Additionally, Take 2, Inc. recycles Christmas/Holiday lights. They may be brought to the Hamden Transfer Station. The Hamden Transfer Station is open daily from 7:30AM-3PM, but is closed
from 11:30AM-12:30PM. It is also open the first and third Saturday each month from 8AM-11:45AM.
For more information about what can and cannot be recycled in your curbside bin, please visit:
www.hamden.com/recycle.

Christmas Tree Disposal
Begins Jan. 8th
Public Works Director Craig Cesare would like to inform Town residents that Hamden Public
Works will begin curbside pick-up of Christmas trees on Monday, January 8th, 2018. Trees should be
free of all wrappings, lights and decorations. Pick-up will be town-wide.
Artificial trees are not included in this pickup and may be disposed of during the bulk trash
months of April and October. Residents may also take their discarded trees, both real and artificial, to
the Transfer Station at 231 Wintergreen Ave (open Mon. - Fri., 7:30am-11:30am and 12:30pm-3:00pm,
as well as the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month from 8am – 11:45am).

Please contact Public Works at (203) 287-2600 with any further questions.
###
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Join the Fire Explorers!
Introduction to Fire & Emergency Services
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Hamden Adult Education Offers EMT Training
in Partnership with Oxford Ambulance
$600 Non-refundable deposit due by
January 16, balance due by first class
Info Session:
2/9 at 6:30 pm
Hamden High School

Reserve
your
spot now

This EMT (Emergency Medical Technician) Train- CLASS PRICE INCLUDES
ing is designed for people just starting their career in
 Textbooks
the field of Emergency Medical Services or current
emergency professionals (such as firefighters) look Stethoscope
ing to expand their knowledge. EMT’s are the first
line of treatment providing care that is critical to pa Blood Pressure Cuff
tient survival. Completion of this program and
passing the National Registry of Emergency Medical
 Trauma Sheers
Technicians (NREMT) certification exam qualifies
you to work as a Basic EMT. Most EMTs are em Pen Light
ployed by first responder organizations including
ambulance services, hospitals and fire departments.

Program fees for this class are $1050.

Location: Hamden High School
When: January 23— April 26 6:00—10:00 PM
Tuesday and Thursday evenings and every other
Saturday
Questions? 203-407-2028, 203-773-9211 ext. 1139, or
rwebb@hamden.org
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Hamden Arts Commission’s
“Saturday Family Entertainment Series”
The Hamden Arts Commission’s “Saturday Family Entertainment Series”
Continues on!!
On January 20, 2018, Mikata African Drumming and Dance will ring in the New Year! Mikata means “all of us” in the Ewe language of Ghana! Everyone is invited to participate on a musical
journey from West Africa to the Caribbean and Brazil. Mikata will make your pulse quicken as they
chant, clap and dance to powerful rhythms from Ghana, Nigeria, Cuba, Puerto Rico, Haiti and Brazil.
Garbed in colorful traditional cultural clothing, the artists of Mikata perform on an array of authentic
drums, bells, rattles, flutes and xylophones. Families will dance, sing and clap to the rhythms of Mikata
as they learn about the cultures of the African nations, Caribbean and South American countries.In celebration of the Chinese New Year, the Arts Commission is proud to present Li Liu and the Traditions
of Chinese Acrobats, on Saturday, February 17th. The exciting performance will include hand balancing, plate spinning, trick cycling, foot juggling, ribbon dancing and Chinese water bowl manipulation. Li also touches on various aspects of Chinese language, geography and culture while sharing her
work and travel experiences with the audience.
The season finale on March 17th will feature Tanglewood Marionettes’ “The Fairy Circus”.
Featuring over twenty beautifully hand-crafted marionettes, The Fairy Circus is a showcase for turn-ofthe century-style trick puppetry. The puppets will dance, play instruments, juggle, contort, transform,
and fly through the air with the greatest of ease, all to the best-loved music of favorite composers. This
show is perfect for younger children and family audiences.
The Saturday programs will be held in the handicapped accessible Thornton Wilder Hall in the
Miller Cultural Complex, 2901 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, 06518. All shows start at 1 pm, except on
Dec. 2nd, which starts at 2:30pm. Tickets are $2 for children, $3 for adults, available at the door only
and cash only.
For details: www.hamdenartscommission.org or call the Department of Arts & Culture at (203) 2872546. Or visit us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HamdenArtsCommission
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“Saturday Family Entertainment Series”
(cont’d…)
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Hamden Arts Commission’s
“Sensational Sundays” Continue Onwards!
On January 21st,
join us for the wonderful
“Val Ramos Flamenco Ensemble”. The traditional
"Cuadro Flamenco" program
will feature traditional Flamenco guitar, song, and
dance as well as guitar and
flute instrumental solos.
To warm up even the
coldest of mid-winter days,
February 18th will feature
"Serenata Italiana: From
Neapolitan Classics to the
Rat Pack" by singer Rich
DiPalma. DiPalma’s mastery of beloved Italian songs
and magnetic personal charm
have made him one of the
region’s most popular performers.
The series finale on
March 18th will feature
Hamden’s very own Brennan-Lucey Dancers &
Friends. World Champion
Stephen Brennan and National Champion Meghan
Lucey, both of Riverdance
fame, will be joined by other
musical guests to present a
rollicking afternoon of Irish
dance, music and history.

All performances begin at 2 pm and are held in the handicapped-accessible Thornton Wilder Hall, Miller Cultural Complex, 2901 Dixwell Ave., Hamden. Admission is $7 general admission/ $5 for senior
citizens, students and children 12 and under. Tickets are sold at the door only and are CASH ONLY.
The series is presented with generous support from the estate of former Commissioner Emeritus Peter
C. Hereld. For details, contact the Department of Arts & Culture at (203) 287-2546 or
www.hamdenartscommission.com.
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2017 Hamden Holiday Ornament
Still Available!
IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO GRAB
YOUR 2017 HOLIDAY ORNAMENT!!
This year's selection features Spring Glen
Hardware Store. Spring Glen Hardware is
located at 1666 Whitney Ave. and was established in 1948 by Harry Landino, and
now deceased Frank and Anna Landino.
While many big box stores have taken
over smaller retailers, Harry and son’s
Frank & Harry Jr. Landino, the current
owners, have avoided that fate by combining amazing inventory with excellent customer service. Spring Glen Hardware carries typical items such as small kitchen
items, fresh cut keys, paint supplies and
wire cutters to larger items such as hand /
power tools, snow blowers and lawn mowers. Items not available can be special ordered.
In addition, they offer window /
screen repairs and son Harry Landino Jr.
does shoe repairs, a skill he learned from
his late grandfather. The store also boasts
its original tin ceiling and well-worn hard
wood floors. Words echoed in the store are
“This is the best place in the world,” a
wonderful family-owned store! The pewter
ornaments, printed on both sides, are $10 each, and come with a brief narrative about the business in a
display case.
Also available are ornaments from recent years: Freedom Park (2016); Town Center Park (2015);
Ghost Parking Lot (2014); Hamden Memorial Library (2013); Hamden Police Dept. (2012); each being
sold for $10.
Ornaments from earlier years are also available at a reduced rate of $5 each while supplies last.
They include: Thornton Wilder House (1997); Margaret L. Keefe School (2002), Spring Glen School
(2003); Farmington Canal Greenway (2007); and Whitneyville Church (2008).
All ornaments are sold on a first-come, first-served basis. To reserve an ornament, call 203-287-2579 or
visit the Hamden Recreation Department, 2750 Dixwell Avenue. Ornaments are available for purchase
at the Recreation Office and also at Spring Glen Hardware.
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Solarize Hamden Workshop
January 16th, 2018
The Town of Hamden is hosting a free solar workshop on Tuesday, January 16, at the Government Center. The Solarize Hamden program is off to a great start with 22 homeowners going solar to
join the more than 500 solar owners in Hamden. By the entire town coming together and undertaking
this campaign as a community, Solarize Hamden is able to offer solar energy to homeowners at discounted pricing.
Residents can learn about the Solarize Hamden program, be introduced to the town’s selected
installer, C-TEC Solar, hear about financing options, and have a chance to learn if their house is good
for solar. The snow date for the workshop is Tuesday, January 23, same time and place.
WHAT: Solarize Hamden Solar Workshop
WHEN: Tuesday, January 16, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
WHERE: Hamden Government Center, 2750 Dixwell Avenue, 3rd Floor Conference Room

Solarize Hamden is a coordinated effort across the community, supported by the Town of Hamden. Through a competitive selection process, the Town has selected C-TEC Solar as their solar installer. C-TEC Solar will provide the solar installations in Hamden at special discount pricing in exchange
for outreach and education from the Town.
Homeowners who want to find out if their home is good for solar can go directly to Solarizect.com/Hamden. Residents who live in surrounding communities can also participate in Solarize by
going to SolarizeCT.com.
”Mayor Curt Leng supports the Solarize Hamden program, “Hamden is very happy to bring Solarize CT back to our residents for a second round. Hamden is committed to sustainability and this program is a great way for our residents to become involved and take control of their energy bills. Solarize
Hamden is a way for our residents to receive discounted pricing and the peace of mind that comes with
working with a reputable solar installer vetted by the Town. Residents can take advantage of solar incentives and different financing options to stabilize their electric bills for years to come. As the Town
itself continues to improve energy efficiency and reduce energy costs across our buildings, I strongly
encourage residents to make the same effort and find out if their home is compatible with the Solarize
CT program. Residents can sign up for a free solar evaluation, or attend a Solarize CT workshop to
find out more. It truly is a great way to save money and help our environment too!”
More information about Solarize Hamden can be found by visiting Solarizect.com/Hamden by contacting Kate Donnelly – kdonnelly@smartpower.org.
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Hamden to Participate in
“Sustainable CT” Program
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is very pleased to announce that the Hamden Legislative Council has
approved a resolution authorizing the Town’s participation in the “Sustainable CT” program. Sustainable CT is a comprehensive, statewide, action-oriented voluntary certification program, built by and for
municipalities, with the vision that Sustainable CT communities strive to be thriving, resilient, collaborative and forward looking. The resolution also authorizes Kathleen Schomaker, Energy Efficiency Coordinator, to serve as Hamden’s Sustainable CT contract person.
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng commented, “This program holds great potential for Hamden, and
the expected partnership and strategic planning that will result will be very advantageous. Cost savings,
new grant opportunities, a greener Hamden, a more resilient community, and a municipal government
engaged and focused on our short and long-term vision and more will result from being one of the leading communities engaging in this process.”
Some of the potential additional benefits of program membership include Environmental Impacts: Cleaner air and water, and enhanced preservation of land and natural resources; Health and
Wellness: Optimal health and wellness for all residents; Cost Savings: Cost savings to Hamden’s municipal budget and operations; Economic Well-Being: Stability and growth for local businesses, and
job retention and creation; Climate Resilience: Improved ability of your community to anticipate,
adapt and flourish in the face of disruption; Community Building: Enhanced connection of your residents to your local community, Equity: More inclusive decision-making and improved access to services and sharing of benefits with all residents; Greenhouse Gas Reductions: Reduced greenhouse gas
emissions.
Sustainable CT is designed to boost local economic, help municipal operations become more
efficient, reduce operating costs, and provide grants and additional support to municipalities. The Hamden Sustainability Team will meet quarterly, and provide annual updates to the Hamden Legislative
Council on the progress of its activities towards Sustainable CT certification.

For further information, please contact Information & Research Officer, Patrick J. Donnelly at (203)
287-7009 or by email at pdonnelly@hamden.com
###
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Let’s Move Hamden!
A Family Wellness Fair
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Let’s Move Hamden!
Exhibitor Registrations
The Town of Hamden Youth Services Bureau is looking for family-friendly organizations and
businesses to exhibit at our annual Let’s Move, Hamden! A Wellness Fair for Families on Saturday,
February 3, 2018 at Dunbar Hill Elementary School, 315 Lane Street in Hamden. The actual event
takes place from 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Set up for participants will begin at 8:30 a.m. The event focuses
on healthy living and invites vendors and non-profit groups to participate by providing an interactive
activity or demonstration as part of the fair. Our goal is to engage families in active learning that will
provide them with tools, resources and activities that promote wellness. The event is sponsored by the
Town of Hamden Youth Services Bureau with support from Hamden’s Partnership for Young Children, Hamden Public Schools and all of the community organizations that choose to get involved!
If you are interested in taking part in the wellness fair, please contact Susan Rubino at 203- 7772610 ext. 1120 or srubino@hamden.com or Bronwyn Murphy, QU work/study at 203 777-2610 ext.
1118 or Bronwyn.murphy@quinnipiac.edu.com

Hamden Receives
Solmart Silver Designation
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is very pleased to announce that the Town of Hamden was recently
recognized with the “SolSmart Silver” designation from the national SolSmart program. This designation is bestowed upon SolSmart member communities who have taken significant steps towards making it faster, easier, and more affordable for residents and businesses to transition to solar power. For
companies looking to expand, a SolSmart Silver designation is a signal that the Town of Hamden is
“open for solar business.”
SolSmart is national designation program funded by the U.S. Department of Energy, and provides recognition and no-cost technical assistance to help local governments remove barriers to solar
energy growth. Hamden and four other Connecticut municipalities received no-cost technical assistance from the Connecticut Green Bank to undergo the designation process. More than 150 cities,
counties, and small towns have achieved SolSmart designation since the program launched in 2016.
To receive designation, cities and counties make changes to their local processes to reduce the
time and money it takes to install a solar energy system. This includes evaluating local permitting processes, as well as planning and zoning procedures. Some of the efforts Hamden has made include:
streamlining municipal processes for Solar PV, promoting transparency, providing educational opportunities related to solar power, establishing supportive policies and practices, and further developing
the Town’s clean energy marketing outreach.

PAGE 15

Volume 2, Issue 12

Hamden’s Boards & Commissions
Seek New Members
The Town of Hamden has over 37 volunteer boards and commissions with over 275 citizen volunteers participating. Click HERE to obtain an alphabetical listing for all boards and commissions.
These boards have been created either by town charter, town ordinance or state statute. They
have three, four, five or six-year terms of appointment, created by expiration of appointment, or vacancies created by resignation, moving out of town or death. You can be re-appointed to a board & commission.
How to Apply for Appt (or Re-Apply for Reappt):
Write or email a letter of interest and current resume addressed to:
Vera A. Morrison, Town Clerk
Hamden Government Center
2750 Dixwell Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518
vmorrison@hamden.com
(203) 287-7162
Please attach a current resume of your life’s experience, work and education as well as any civic
activities you have participated in Hamden or elsewhere. In short, a thumbnail sketch of yourself. If
you do not have a resume, include this information in your letter of interest.
Upon receipt of your letter, the resume is forwarded to the Mayor for recommendation of appointment. Per Hamden Charter Section 7.1(B): "All members of Boards & Commissions (or alternates) shall be appointed by the Mayor, subject to approval by the Legislative Council”. All commission members shall serve until completion of term or until their successors have been appointed and
qualified.
You must be a resident elector of the town of Hamden; i.e., a registered voter in Hamden to participate per the Hamden Charter Section 7.1(D).
IMPORTANT: Sending in a resume does not guarantee a seat on a commission.
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Hamden’s Boards & Commissions
Seek New Members
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Hamden Public Library
Winter Activities
Mystery Theme Chosen for
Winter 2018 Adult Reading
Activities
Winter weather getting you down?
Frustrated by the season’s long nights and
short days? Here’s a suggestion: Cozy Up
to A Mystery! Beginning Tuesday, January 2, Hamden Public Library patrons are
invited to spend those lengthy weeks of
winter reading, watch-ng and discussing mysteries. We’ve rounded up what Flavorwire calls the 50 Essential Mystery Novels along with Cinemaholic’s 10 Best Mystery Movies for your reading, viewing and
discussing pleasure (we’ll be hosting two afternoon mystery book discussions and creating an exclusive
mystery-themed blog online). We’re even planned a special mystery activity just in time to celebrate
Mardi Gras (Feb. 13)!
And, best of all, adults can win prizes just for participating! Each time you borrow one of the
Essential Mystery novels or attend a library showing of one of the Best Mystery Movies or participate
in one of the two library book discussion or the Mardi Gras Mystery, you’ll earn raffle tickets for the 2
prize drawings that will be held during the course of the program. Each raffle ticket makes you eligible to
win Amazon gift cards, games, puzzles, mystery books or our grand prize: two tickets for Ken Ludwig’s
Basker-ville: A Sherlock Holmes Mystery at Long Wharf Theatre on Friday, March 16 along with a $50 gift
certificate for Brazi’s Italian Restaurant at Long Wharf.
Stop by any of Hamden Public Library’s three locations between January 2 and March 13 to pick up
additional information on Cozy Up to A Mystery, including the 50 Essential Mystery Novel and 10 Best
Mystery Movies lists plus a schedule of Cozy Up events. The sooner you do, the sooner you can earn raffle

Hamden Libraries will be closed
Monday, January 15 Martin Luther King Day
Monday, February 19 President’s Day
Friday, March 30 Good Friday

The Mission of The Hamden Public Library
The Hamden Public Library, the community’s information center, provides a variety of library resources, access to innovative technology and a knowledgeable staff to improve the quality of life and
meet the informational, educational and cultural interests of the entire Hamden community.
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Hamden Public Library
Winter Activities
2017 Film Series:

Winter Book Discussions:

(From Cinemaholic’s 10 Best Mystery Movies)

#10. Jan 2 The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo (2009)
(R)
#9. Jan 9 Chinatown (1974) (R)
#8. Jan 16 Murder on the Orient Express (1974) (R)
#7. Jan 23 LA Confidential (1997) (R)
#6. Jan 30 Memento (2000) (R)
#5. Feb 6 Zodiac (2007) (R)
#4. Feb 20 Se7en (1995) (R)
#3. Feb 27 Rear Window (1954) (N/R)
#2. Mar 6 Les Diaboliques (1954) (N/R)
#1. Mar 13 Vertigo (1958) (N/R)

The Gilded Hour by Sara Donati:



Thurs Jan 25, 2:30 p.m
Mon Jan 29, 6:30 p.m.

The North Water by Ian McGuire:



Thurs Feb 22, 2:30 p.m.
Mon Feb 26, 6:30 p.m.

A Small Great Thing by Jodi Picoult:



Thurs. Mar 22, 2:30 p.m.
Mon Mar 26, 6:30 p.m.

All are welcome. Copies of the books are
available to borrow. Please inquire at the Information Desk.

All movies begin at 7 p.m. in the Friends Room

TEEN
ACTIVITIES

Game Night: Wednesday, January 3, 3 p.m.
Cupcake Wars!: Thursday, January 11, 2 p.m.
Teen Movie Time: The Princess Bride:
Wednesday, January 24, 3 p.m.
Teen Movie Time: Everything, Everything:
Thursday, February 8, 1 p.m.
Un-Valentine Cookie and Cakepop Decorating:
Wednesday, February 14, 3 p.m.
Kindness Rocks: Wednesday, February 21, 3 p.m.
Teen Book Club Inaugural Meeting:
Wednesday, February 28, 3 p.m.
Teen Movie Time: Teen Choice:
Thursday, March 8, 1 p.m.
Make Candy Sushi! Wednesday, March 14, 3 p.m.
Create Stained Glass Egg Ornaments:
Wednesday, March 21, 3 p.m.
Teen Book Club: Wednesday, March 28, 3 p.m.
All teens grades 7-12 welcome.
Please register online at hamdenlibrary.org
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Hamden Public Library
Winter Activities
Special Winter Children’s Programs at
Miller Library

Brundage Community Branch
91 Circular Avenue, 287-2675

*Preschool Playtime (Ages 1-3) Wed, Jan 3,
Tues Feb 13, & Wed Mar 28, 10:30 a.m.

Drop-in Storytimes: Mondays & Saturdays at 10:30 a.m
(All ages.) No storytimes on Jan 1, 15, Feb 3, 19.
No registration necessary.

*Baby Boomers: Drumming for Preschoolers
(ages 2-5) Fri, Jan 5, 10:30 a.m.

* Winter Story & Craft (ages 3-8) Thurs, Jan 18, 4 p.m.

*Yogi and Me (ages 0-5)
Mondays Jan 8, 22 & 29, 11 a.m.
*Cupcake Decorating (ages 7-12)
Thurs, Jan 11, 3:30 p.m.
*LEGO® Club (Ages 4 and up)
Fridays Jan 12 & Feb 23, 4 p.m.; Thurs Mar 23, 3 p.m.
*Winter Craft (ages 4 and up)
Fri Jan 19, 4 p.m.
*Cubelets™ (ages 8 and up)
Thursdays Jan 25, Feb 8 & Feb 22, 3:30 p.m.
*Little Builders (ages 2-4)
Fridays Jan 26, Feb 16, & Mar 9, 10:30 a.m.
*Math Matters (ages 5-7)
Mondays Jan 29, Feb 12, & Mar 26, 4:30 p.m.
*Lynn Lewis Music & Movement (ages 1-5)
Fridays, Feb 2, Mar 2, 10:30 a.m
Take Your Child to the Library Day (all ages)
Sat, Feb 3 Balloon Animals 11-1 p.m.
Drop-in Crafts 12-2 p.m.
*Pancake Day (Ages 6 and up)
Tues Feb 6, 4:30 p.m.
*Valentine Craft (ages 4 and up)
Fri Feb 9, 4 p.m.
*Valentine’s Day Stories and Treats (ages 3-5)
Wed Feb 14, 11:30 a.m.
*Chinese New Year Story & Craft (ages 4 and up)
Fri Feb 16, 4 p.m.

* Science Outside the Box: Experiments with Potions
(ages 6-10) Thurs, Jan 25, 4 p.m.
Take Your Child to the Library Day: Drop-in craft (all
ages) Sat. Feb 3 10:30-12:30. No registration needed.
*Chinese New Year Story and Craft (ages 3-8) Thurs Feb
15, 4 p.m.
*Lynn Lewis: Music and Movement (ages 0-6)
Fri, Mar 9, 10:30 a.m.
*St. Patrick’s Day Story and Craft (ages 3-8) Thurs Mar 15,
4 p.m.
One-on-One Adult Computer Classes Thursdays 11 a.m.
and 2:15 p.m. Call for more information.
*Registration required. Register online at
hamdenlibrary.org or call (203)287-2675.

Whitneyville Branch
125 Carleton Street, 287-2677
Drop-in Storytimes Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. (all ages)
(No storytime Jan 2.) No registration necessary.
*Crazy 8s Math Club (for grades K-2.)
Thursdays Jan 4, 11, 18, 25, Feb 1, 8, 15 & 22, 4
*Explore!: Science, Sensory and More Playgroup (for all
preschoolers) Fridays Jan 12, 16, Feb 9, 23, Mar, 2 &16)
10:30-11:15 a.m.
*Take Your Child to the Library Day: Morning in the
Stacks with author Deborah Freedman. (for the whole family) Saturday, Feb 3, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
*Crash Lab! From the CT Science Center (grades 2-6)
Tuesday, Feb 20, 2 p.m.

*Registration required.
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Hamden Public Library
Winter Activities
Hamden Public Library is pleased to
announce that it has recently acquired a mobile
computer learning lab. Un-der the guidance of
library staff, up to 12 individuals per class session can have hands-on experience learning
skills ranging from computer basics to using
Microsoft Office products and social media.

Hamden Public Library’s

Computer
Learning Lab

The computer lab is the creation of Information
Department staff members Michael Pierry and
Alyssa Bussard who worked tirelessly to gather
information that would assess the needs of library patrons and to secure funding for the equipment.

Computer Learning Lab Winter Schedule
*Intro to Computers: Basics
Tuesday, January 23, 2-3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, January 24, 5:30-7 p.m.
Tuesday, February 13, 2-3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, February 14, 5:30-7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 7, 5:30-7 P.M.
*Intro to Computers: Keyboard and Mouse
Tuesday, January 30, 2-3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, January 31, 5:30-7 p.m.
Tuesday, February 20, 2-3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, February 21, 5:30-7 p.m.
*The Internet: Web and Email
Tuesday, February 6, 2-3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, February 7, 5:30-7 p.m.
Tuesday, February 27, 2-3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, February 28, 5:30-7 p.m.
*Registration is mandatory.
Register online at hamdenlibrary.org
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Hamden Tree Commission Announces
“Notable Tree” of December
The Hamden Tree Commission has named two trees as
Hamden Notable Trees for the
month of December, 2017. These
exquisite male and female American holly trees (Ilex opaca) are located at the home of Bruce & Deb
Trautner in the Centerville neighborhood of Hamden. The American holly is an evergreen, native to
Eastern and south-central North
America
The holly tree is known for
its sharply pointed, shiny green
leaves and its bright red berries,
which only occur on female trees.
Female holly branches are often
used as a Christmas decoration in
wreaths or flower arrangements.
The female tree is a more popular
planting due to its beautiful berries,
but must be pollinated by a male
tree in order to produce fruit. The
slow-growing holly is easily
pruned and, therefore, often used
as a shrub or ornamental tree. The
holly is quite popular and has over
1,000 cultivars.
The Trautners’ trees are quite large, each measuring around 51 feet high. The male tree, on the
left, has a trunk circumference of 67 inches and an average canopy spread of 35 feet. The female tree,
on the right, is slightly smaller with an average canopy spread of 25 feet. The Trautners’ children have
used the male tree as a fort, except in the spring when masses of bees are pollinating the flowers. Migrating robins and cedar waxwings swarm the female tree in late winter to eat the berries.
If you have a tree you would like to nominate, please send its location and a few sentences describing the tree to: pdonnelly@hamden.com. Please include your name, address, email and phone
number as well. Or you can mail your nomination to the Hamden Tree Commission care of the
Mayor’s Office, Hamden Government Center, 2750 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518.
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Heating Safety & Smoke Alarm Tips
From the Hamden Fire Dept.
Heating Safety Tips












Heating equipment is a leading cause of home fire deaths. Half of home heating equipment fires are reported during the months of December, January, and February. Some
simple steps can prevent most heating-related fires from happening.
Keep anything that can burn at least three feet away from heating equipment, like the furnace, fireplace, wood stove, or portable space heater.
Have a three-foot “kid-free zone” around open fires and space heaters.
Never use your oven to heat your home.
Have a qualified professional install stationary space heating equipment, water heaters or
central heating equipment according to the local codes and manufacturer’s instructions.
Have heating equipment and chimneys cleaned and inspected every year by a qualified
professional.
Remember to turn portable heaters off when leaving the room or going to bed.
Make sure the fireplace has a sturdy screen to stop sparks from flying into the room. Ashes
should be cool before putting them in a metal container. Keep the container a safe
distance away from your home.
Test smoke alarms at least once a month.

Smoke Alarms Save Lives




Smoke alarms that are properly installed and maintained play a vital role in reducing fire
deaths and injuries. If there is a fire in your home, smoke spreads fast and you need smoke
alarms to give you time to get out.
A closed door may slow the spread of smoke, heat and fire. Install smoke alarms in every
sleeping room and outside each separate sleeping area. Install alarms on every level of the
home.
Smoke alarms should be interconnected. When one sounds, they all sound.
Large homes may need extra smoke alarms.
Test your smoke alarms at least once a month. Press the test button to be sure the alarm is
working.
There are two kinds of alarms. Ionization smoke alarms are
quicker to warn about flaming fires. Photoelectric alarms are
quicker to warn about smoldering fires. It is best to use of
both types of alarms in the home.
When a smoke alarm sounds, get outside and stay outside.
Replace all smoke alarms in your home every 10 years.
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12th Annual Earth Day Celebration
Sponsorship Opportunities
Saturday, April 21st, 2018 - 10am-2pm - Hamden Middle School - 2623 Dixwell Avenue
The Town of Hamden 2018 Earth Day Celebration Committee is offering sponsorship opportunities
to the local business community. This family-oriented, free-admission celebration draws 3,000-4,000 visitors. Since admission and all attractions are all free and open to the public we rely heavily on sponsors to
make this event a success. Donations cover the cost of events, attractions, refreshments for the volunteer and
exhibitor hospitality room, and marketing materials. Join us at any of a variety of sponsorship levels to help
create a greener community!
An Earth Day Gift Fund has been established by the Town of Hamden to accept money and in-kind
service donations of a minimum value of $50. Donations must be received by February 1, 2018 to take full
advantage of sponsorship benefits. Please make checks payable to: Hamden Earth Day Gift Fund and
mail to: Haley Starvaggi, Hamden Government Center, 2750 Dixwell Ave., Hamden, CT 06518.
Earth Day Sponsors will be acknowledged as follows:
Community Sponsor
$100
 Recognized as a sponsor on our webpage and in any press releases regarding the event
 Color logo included on our sponsors thank-you board displayed at the event
 Special announcement mentioning sponsor name prior to Orchid Award ceremony
Supporting Sponsor
$250
 Name listed on back of t-shirts worn by volunteers and some available for sale at the event
 Given three complimentary t-shirts
 Recognized as a sponsor on our webpage and in any press releases regarding the event
 Color logo included on our sponsors thank-you board displayed at the event
 Special announcement mentioning sponsor name prior to Orchid Award ceremony
Principal Sponsor
$1,000 (4 spots available)
 Black and white logo on back of t-shirts worn by volunteers and some available for sale at the event
 Given five complimentary t-shirts
 Recognized as a sponsor on our webpage and in any press releases regarding the event
 Color logo included on our sponsors thank-you board displayed at the event
 Color logo displayed on two full-size banners displayed in town a week before the event
 Special announcement mentioning sponsor name prior to Orchid Award ceremony
Attraction Sponsor
Various levels
You may specify that your donation be used to fund a specific attraction or activity at the event. In addition
to the benefits listed above your name will be attached to the attraction title (e.g. Live Bird Show provided
by “X” Company) in all printed and announced materials. Attractions range from $300 to $1,600. If interested, please use the contact information below to request information about attractions and attraction pricing.
Please contact Haley Starvaggi at 203-287-7021 or hstarvaggi@hamden.com to discuss this unique opportunity.
Thank you for your commitment to making Hamden a better place to live and work!
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Information Guide
November 2017
Helpful Resources

Upcoming Events

Hamden Youth Services:
 2018 Program Guide

Arts Commission
Saturday Series

Hamden Elderly Services:
 January 2018 Newsletter
 January Miller Café Menu
 January Miller Café Choice Menu

Arts Commission
Sunday Series
Martin Luther King Jr.
Celebration

Hamden Arts & Recreation:
 Arts and Rec Program Registration
Hamden Public Library
 Calendar of Events
 www.hamdenlibrary.org

Let’s Move! Family Wellness
Fair, Feb. 3rd

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS


ELECTION RESULTS - 2017



Transfer Station Hours Change Effective Jan. 2nd



Hamden Residents Encouraged to “Adopt a Hydrant”



2017 Holiday Ornament Now For Sale!



Hamden Brings Back Award Winning Solar Program



Like us on FACEBOOK & Follow us on TWITTER
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THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE SUBSCRIBED!
INPUT AND SUGGESTIONS FOR OUR MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER CAN BE EMAILED TO
PATRICK J. DONNELLY

WE’RE ON
THE WEB!
VISIT US!

Land of the
Sleeping
Giant

Want to become a subscriber?
Readers who wish to subscribe to the Monthly Town Hall Newsletter may do
so by navigating to www.hamden.com, and locating the “Sign up for Email
Notifications” link in the bottom left of our homepage. From there, potential
readers will be able to enter their desired email address and “check the box”
to “join” and sign up to receive the “Town of Hamden Monthly Newsletter”.
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