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Night Out” event of 2017. “Mayor’s Night Out” will be held on Wednesday,
March 22nd, from 6:30pm-8:30pm at the Dunbar Hill Volunteer Fire Company,
located at 420 Dunbar Hill Road, Hamden, CT 06514.
The Mayor will be available for dialogue and citizen input on neighborhood as well as Town-wide issues in an informal coffee hour-type setting. The

Out” will continue to be held in various Hamden neighborhoods throughout the
coming months. This primary focus of this session will be on the Mayor’s Rec-

Commenting on the upcoming event, Mayor Leng stated, “I ask that residents and business owners alike join me for the 2nd “Mayor’s Night Out” event
of 2017. I look forward to offering an in-depth look at my recommended budget
for fiscal year 2017-2018, and towards answering any questions you may have
regarding the budget process or Hamden’s general financial situation.”
For more information, please contact Information & Research Officer, Patrick J.
Donnelly at (203) 287-7009 or by email at pdonnelly@hamden.com.
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A Letter From
Mayor Curt Leng
Greetings Fellow Hamdenites I hope everyone has been able to stay safe and comfortable during some of
the more challenging weather conditions and temperatures we’ve experienced. I
would like to thank our stellar Fire, Police, and Public Works crews for their outstanding efforts to-date during the winter weather. Let's hope for a quick return to
warmer weather, which will help our community and our budget.
Overall, Hamden’s financial news has been positive, and the Town has experienced
a clear and demonstrable strengthening of its financial position. The Town has
maintained its bond ratings and we are working hard toward ending the current Fiscal Year with a 6th consecutive balanced budget and a small surplus. To this end, I plan on implementing a
spending freeze very shortly for the remainder of the year, as I did in 2016 and in 2015 on the very day I took
office. This freeze will subject all non-essential spending needs to additional levels of scrutiny and oversight.
Each year, preparations toward the next proposed Town budget begin in late fall and kick into overdrive
from right after New Year through March 15th, the date that I am required to present the Mayor’s Recommended
Budget to the Legislative Council. I have been hard at work combing through every expense, every opportunity
to streamline and every opportunity to reduce costs with the goal of recommending an efficient, effective and
responsible budget proposal - with laser-like focus on doing everything possible toward the goal of holding, or
even reducing, our too-high tax mill rate.
An important part of this process is advocating for and being informed of the correct revenue numbers
we expect from the State of Connecticut. My financial team and I, along with our State Delegation, are very carefully reviewing the potential results from the Governor’s proposed State budget and the Legislature’s budget process. To-date, I am very pleased to report that the proposed State budget designates our Town for an increased
share of the State’s education cost sharing funding. This increase begins addressing decades of very serious and
inequitable shortfalls. For perspective, surrounding area municipalities such as West Haven & Meriden receive
funding of $45,000,000 & $60,000,000; which is $15,000,000 & $30,000,0000 more than Hamden. If Hamden
had these levels of funding, we could REDUCE our mill rate by between nearly 5-10 mills today without reduction of important Town services. The lack of education funding for Hamden and similarly short-changed municipalities is a serious inhibitor, which ultimately forces more of the education related tax burden directly on to the
local taxpayer in the form of the regressive property tax.
I am thankful the State is taking real steps to address and resolve these major discrepancies, and am very
appreciative that our Town has such an active and effective State delegation, including State Senate Leader Martin Looney, State Senator George Logan, and State Representatives Michael D’Agostino, Robyn Porter, and Josh
Elliot. Their dedication to helping balance the playing field for Hamden’s families and children is something we
should all be very thankful for.
My pledge is to offer a recommended budget proposal for FY17-18 that is responsible, balanced, service
focused and forward thinking. I look forward to working together with our Legislative Council to ensure that
Hamden’s residents continue to receive the highest quality professional services and public safety efforts we can
offer - while at the same time working to hold or reduce taxes for the first time in a decade.
-Curt Balzano Leng
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S&P Global Affirms Hamden’s “A+” Bond Rating
Assigns Highest Possible Short Term Rating of “SP+1”
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is very pleased to announce that S&P Global has recently assigned its
“SP+1” short term rating to Hamden’s general obligation bond anticipation notes. This represents S&P
Global’s highest possible short-term rating. In addition, S&P Global has affirmed its “A+” long-term
rating, with a stable outlook, on the Town’s existing general obligation debt.
S&P Global’s ratings report notes: “We believe the town's budgetary performance and flexibility will remain stable given management's demonstrated willingness and ability to make the necessary
revenue and expenditure adjustments. For these reasons, we do not expect to change the rating in the
next two years.” Furthermore, according to S&P Global, “The short-term rating reflects our opinion of
the long-term rating and the town's low market-risk profile. Hamden maintains strong legal authority to
issue long-term debt to take out the notes, and it is a frequent debt issuer that regularly provides ongoing disclosure to market participants.”
Hamden’s long-term rating of “A+” is similarly based on a number of different factors ranging
from the status of Hamden’s economy (rated STRONG by S&P Global) to Hamden’s financial management, budgetary performance, budgetary flexibility, liquidity, debt liability, and institutional framework score. S&P Global notes that, “In the past three fiscal years, Hamden has incrementally improved
its budgetary flexibility. Given management's long-term financial plan, we expect Hamden's budgetary
flexibility will improve in the near term...” Additionally, the report concludes that S&P Global
“believe(s) management has presented a credible plan to demonstrate maintenance of adequate budgetary performance over the next six years.”
Commenting on the recent affirmation of Hamden’s “A+” rating, Mayor Curt Balzano Leng
said, “My administration and financial team have worked very hard to ensure that Hamden is able to
maintain its A+ rating. Securing Hamden’s financial future, improving our commercial tax base, and
responsibly preparing and managing annual Town budgets that are balanced, in an effort to stabilize the
Town’s tax rate, are all key goals of mine. I am confident that Hamden’s financial situation will continue to improve over the coming years, and I look forward to working with Hamden’s professional financial staff to ensure that these goals are realized.

For further information, please contact Information & Research Officer, Patrick J. Donnelly at (203)
287-7009 or by email at pdonnelly@hamden.com.
###
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Quinnipiac University Presents Town of Hamden
With $1.4M Contribution
Hamden Mayor Curt Balzano Leng and Quinnipiac University President John L. Lahey are
pleased to announce that Quinnipiac will present the Town of Hamden a $1.4 million check during a
press conference at noon on Friday, Feb. 3, in the mayor’s office in Hamden Town Hall, 2750 Dixwell
Ave.
Quinnipiac will contribute $1.4 million in total to the Town of Hamden for the 2016-17 fiscal
year via property taxes, payment for town police and EMT services and a voluntary contribution. In
addition, the Town of Hamden will receive approximately $3.1 million in Payment in Lieu of Taxes
(PILOT) and Pequot payments from the state for the 2016-17 year as a result of Quinnipiac’s presence
in the town. The total amount Hamden will receive directly and indirectly from all sources is approximately $4.5 million. The university’s $1.4 million total contribution for 2016-17 represents an increase
from $1.2 million in 2014-15 and approximately $665,000 in 2015-16.
Leng said the university’s voluntary contribution for
the 2016-17 fiscal year will help
to support town expenses, particularly guardian services, and
$100,000, which will go toward
the resumption of Quinnipiac’s
annual support of “Arts, Culture,
and Town Non-Profit partners.”
In previous years, the university’s voluntary contribution has
supported the Hamden Arts
Commission Concert Series,
Hamden Fireworks, Hamden
Education Foundation and other
community initiatives.
“After working together
consistently throughout 2016,
the Town of Hamden and Quinnipiac University have significantly improved communications and
town-gown relations,” Leng said. “This has resulted in a series of very tangible positive results, including Quinnipiac resuming its annual voluntary contribution to the Town of Hamden.”
President Lahey said, “Quinnipiac University’s relationship with the Town of Hamden has never been better in my 30 years as president and I attribute this primarily to the leadership of Mayor Leng
and greatly improved communications on both sides of this partnership. I am confident that this mutually beneficial relationship will continue to improve in the years ahead and along with it the university’s financial contribution to the town.”
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Quinnipiac University Presents Town of Hamden
With $1.4M Contribution (cont’d)
In addition to financial support, Quinnipiac has agreed to resume some student shuttle transportation to Hamden’s business center. “This will benefit both Hamden businesses and students wishing to
return to Hamden’s shopping plaza and small businesses,” Leng said.
The mayor also noted the improved relationship between the Hamden Police Department and
Quinnipiac’s Public Safety Department, which has resulted in a reduction of off-campus student-related
issues, including parties, noise complaints and traffic violations.
To ensure that this positive progress continues, Mayor Leng and President Lahey have committed to keep meeting and communicating regularly.
“It is the hope of both parties that this partnership will further strengthen relations and opportunities for other collaborative initiatives related to student and resident quality of life improvements,
community outreach programs, personal wellness and health initiatives, as well as to address any concerns that may arise in a prompt and effective way,” Leng said.
Leng added, “I am extremely pleased that President Lahey and I have been able to come together, address issues and develop regular communication and a mutually respectful relationship. We now
see tangible results from these efforts. I am very appreciative of the contributions Quinnipiac University
is making to Hamden and for President Lahey’s sincere interest in the success of our town. There is so
much that we can accomplish working together.”

For more information, please contact Information & Research Officer, Patrick J.
Donnelly at (203) 287-7009 or by email at
pdonnelly@hamden.com or John Morgan,
associate vice president for public relations, at 203-582-5359 or
john.morgan@quinnipiac.edu.
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Hamden Receives $600k for Brownfield Cleanup
And Demolition of Part of Former Middle School
Good news was delivered this week to Hamden. On Tuesday 2/14, Hamden was notified by the
CT Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD), that the Hamden Economic Development Corporation has been awarded $600,000 for the asbestos cleanup and demolition of the Auditorium at the location of the former Michael J Whalen Middle School. The 16,000 S.F. structure has
substantial asbestos contamination and is severely blighted.
Commenting on the awarded funding, Mayor Curt
Balzano Leng noted, "I am exceptionally pleased to hear that
Hamden has been awarded this funding. The auditorium at
Michael J. Whalen Middle School has been in serious disrepair for a number of years, and has posed a significant road
block in the further development and re-use of the former
middle school location. These funds will ensure that Hamden
is able to properly restore a portion of the grounds to a condition suitable for new investment and development. I greatly
look forward to the start of this remediation project, and to
the many positive returns it will bring for Hamden."
The CT DECD has successfully offered the brownfield programs for nearly 10 years. Hamden has taken advantage of the brownfield program as well as other economic development programs for nearly 20
years.
"Investing in the remediation of blighted properties and putting them back into productive use
ultimately becomes an economic win for our communities," Governor Malloy said. "When we clean up
these sites and repurpose them, we can turn what was once an eyesore into a community asset that can
help revitalize a neighborhood and spark economic growth."
The land around the building and over the entire middle school site is being remediated under
the 2003 Newhall Consent Order. The demolition will help to leverage a $23 million dollar redevelopment of the former Middle School site by the Mutual Housing Association of South Central CT, who is
readying plans over the next couple years to begin construction of 87 mixed income housing units and a
rehabilitation of a building into a Town Community Center. The site also immediately adjacent to the
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Hamden Receives $600k for Brownfield Cleanup
And Demolition of Part of Former Middle School
Hamden Business Incubator which is in the construction phase and will be completed in late 2017 or
early 2018. "Investing in brownfield redevelopment has brought significant private investment and new
jobs to cities and towns throughout the state," DECD Deputy Commissioner Tim Sullivan said. "As a
result, municipalities are seeing the transformative effect of these redevelopments in each and every
community.
The funding will be used for the creation of a remediation
and demolition plan by BL Companies, who prepared a study of
environmental conditions, which was the basis for the grant details. The project will be completed over the next 6-9 months.
The Town has continued to work towards a complete
transformation of the Newhall neighborhood of Highwood. Over
the next few months the Town will have to develop the contracts
with the State DECD and work with the Licensed Environmental
Professional come up with a Remediation and Demolition Plan
"This is exciting news from the DECD that will help towards the final revitalization of this key site in southern Hamden. It will help remove a terrible blight and assist in our ability
to market the Hamden Business Incubator. We are thankful to Governor Malloy, our entire delegation
and the DECD for their support", stated Dale Kroop, who will manage the project.

For more information on the Hamden Business Incubator please visit the web page for the Hamden
Economic Development Corporation at http://www.hamdeneconomicdevelopment.org/
For more information about the Mutual Housing Association of South central CT, please visit
Neighborworks New Horizons at http://www.nwnh.net/
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Hamden Splits “Arts, Recreation, Culture” Department
Establishes “Department of Recreation” and “Arts and Culture Department”
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng would like to inform residents that the Hamden “Arts, Recreation,
and Culture Department” has now been officially divided into separate, focused departments, and that
the 2016-2017 Fiscal Year Budget has been amended to reflect such changes. There is no net change in
the bottom line of the budget as a result of these changes.
Effective immediately, the former “Arts, Recreation, and Culture Department” will now operate
as two distinct entities; the “Arts and Culture Department” and the “Department of Recreation”. Additionally, upon recommendation from the Hamden Arts Commission and former Town Employees, the
newly created “Arts and Culture Department” will now officially oversee and administer the Hamden
Arts Commission, which is primarily responsible organizing and facilitating Hamden’s regionally acclaimed “Summer Concert Series”.
These changes are intended to provide a clearer definition of the responsibilities and duties associated with each department, and are ultimately expected to streamline the organizational and administrative tasks associated with departmental operations. Additionally, these changes are expected to improve Hamden residents’ ability to gather information about and participate in current programs, events,
benefits, and other services provided by the Town.
Commenting on these changes, Mayor Curt Leng stated, “I am confident that the formation of
two independent departments will allow Town Officials to more appropriately focus their efforts on improving and enhancing Hamden’s existing recreational, arts, and cultural programs. For many years,
Hamden has strengthened its position as a regional leader in recreational and cultural programs and
events. It is my hope that these new changes will allow for an even greater focus on ensuring that these
events and programs are the best in the region. I greatly look forward to the benefits that these changes
will bring to Hamden, and I ask all of our residents and visitors to be on the lookout for exciting announcements related to this year’s programs and events!”

For further information, please contact Information & Research Officer, Patrick J. Donnelly at (203)
287-7009 or by email at pdonnelly@hamden.com.
###
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Mayor Leng to Present
“State of the Town” Address
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng wishes to invite all Hamden residents and business owners to his annual State of the Town Address, which will take place at 7:00p.m. on Wednesday, March 8th in the
Legislative Council Chambers at Memorial Town Hall, located at 2372 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, 06518
This annual event, sponsored by the Hamden Regional Chamber of Commerce, is an opportunity for the Mayor to report on the current operational, financial and business progress of the Town as
well as plans for the upcoming fiscal year. The event is free to the public and a coffee reception will
follow the address

For further information, please contact Information & Research Officer, Patrick J. Donnelly at (203)
287-7009 or by email at pdonnelly@hamden.com.

Mayor Leng to Hold
Proposed FY17-18 Budget Address
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng will present the Mayor’s Proposed 2017-2018 Town Budget to the
Hamden Legislative Council on Wednesday, March 15th at 7:00 p.m. in the Legislative Council Chambers at Memorial Town Hall. Memorial Town Hall is located at 2372 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, CT
06518.
Mayor Leng will provide a recap of the State of the Town address, which is scheduled to be held
March 8th at Memorial Town Hall, along with specifics regarding his proposed budget for the 20172018 fiscal year. This event is open to the public and light refreshments will be served.
Commenting on the upcoming address, Mayor Leng said, “I look forward to delivering my proposal
to the Hamden Legislative Council, and I am hopeful that members of the public will attend and learn
more about Hamden’s budget process. It is my goal to ensure that Hamden remains on the path towards
a secure and responsible financial future, and I am confident that my recommended budget for FY20172018 will accomplish these goals. I hope to see a great crowd on March 15th.”
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Hamden Welcomes New Family
to Zero Energy House
Hamden welcomes Rickey and Jessica Traynham and their
three children! A closing for the Zero energy home was held on
February 3rd for a family of five from New Haven who will live in
the 1800 SF 3 bedroom 2.5 bath home, located at 499 Newhall
Street (immediately across the street from the Hamden Business
Incubator) and built by the Hamden Economic Development Corporation.
This home was built with funding from Capital For Change
(formerly known as the CT Housing Investment Fund), a nonprofit lending institution and a tax credit investment from Eversource Energy Company through the low income housing tax credit program. The home also includes an attached, two car garage and an "in-law" one
bedroom apartment. "We thank all the wonderful partners that helped support and fund this project, without
the Eversource Energy Corporation and Capital For Change we could never have done it, noted Dale Kroop.
The home includes many significant energy conservation features including advanced framing exterior
walls, shallow frost protected foundations, Energy Star V3 certified with LED lighting and Energy Star appliances, U-Value U = .17 / triple glazed windows, significant insulation, many green and recycled products,
Low VOC materials such as paints, adhesives, glues, cabinetry, carpet and Space Heating and Cooling
through a new split air source heat pump system. The new owner will add solar panels to take advantage of
tax credits for the investment of a photovoltaic system. With the addition of the panels the home will be close
to energy (cost) free.
The home was designed by Christopher Widmer Architects from Guilford and engineering services by
Godfrey/Hoffman Associates. The home was built by Joseph Raffone and AAMSA, General Contractors from
Hamden. The project was completed on time and within budget.
The mortgage broker was Michael Bagley from the First World Mortgage Company. Banking services
were provided to HEDC by Bankwell Bank. Legal Services provided by Cohen and Wolf PC and Palumbo
and Delaura law firms. The property was the previous location of a home which was remediated and demolished under the Newhall Residential remediation program which was completed in 2013. The funds for this
home were raised to help to begin to rebuild the community.
"Moments like these are really special because we are beginning to see the community come full circle. There is nothing more important than bringing a new wonderful family like the Traynhams to Hamden to
rebuild the community. We welcome Rickey and Jessica and their children with open arms. Hamden needs
new families to become the new generation of citizens who make a contribution to the Town and to enjoy our
great Town services", stated Dale Kroop, Executive Director of HEDC.
For more information about the Zero Energy House or the Hamden Economic Development Corporation,
please visits the web page at: http://www.hamdeneconomicdevelopment.org/
or the HEDC Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/HEDC2012 or contact Dale Kroop at
dkroop@hamden.com
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Mayor Leng to Hold
“Constituent Office Hours”
Mayor Curt Leng would like to remind all Hamden residents and business owners that he will
be holding a series of new constituent office hours throughout 2017. The second round of these sessions
will be held on Friday, March 17th and Friday March 31st, from 1:30pm – 4:30pm at Hamden Memorial
Town Hall, located at 2372 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518. These sessions will serve as opportunities for Hamden residents to personally engage with Mayor Leng in regards to specific issues, concerns, or requests they may have.
Residents may report to the Legislative Council Chambers at Memorial Town Hall, where they
will be able to sit and speak directly with the Mayor. Further announcements regarding additional constituent office hour sessions will be available on www.hamden.com in the coming weeks.

CTDEEP & FEMA to Hold Public Open House
Regarding Revised Flood Insurance Rate Maps
On May 16, 2017, revised flood insurance rate maps (FIRM) will become effective in twenty
communities within the Quinnipiac River watershed - Ansonia, Branford, Bristol, Cheshire, Derby,
East Haven, Guilford*, Hamden, Meriden, Milford, New Britain, New Haven*, North Branford,
North Haven, Orange, Prospect*, Plainville, Southington, Wallingford, and Woodbridge. *
Please note that Guilford, New Haven, and Prospect will have no changes to their current flood
maps. These three towns share a map panel with an adjacent community which will have map revisions within their corporate boundaries. However, FEMA will still issue a revised panel to these three
communities.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Region I Boston office and the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (CTDEEP) will be holding two public
open houses where residents can view the revised flood maps. Federal and state officials will be available to answer questions on flood risk and flood insurance. No formal presentations will be made during these open house events. Residents may attend at any time during the session and no appointments
are required. Residents are encouraged to bring their elevation certificates and/or flood insurance policies to the open house in order to get the best information about how their flood insurance rates may be
changing as a result of the revised maps and recent flood insurance program changes.
These meetings will be held from 4:00pm to 7:00pm at the following locations:
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Monday, March 13, 2017 - North Haven, Town Hall, 18 Church Street, Conference Room #1,
Third Floor
Tuesday, March 14, 2017 - Branford, Fire Department, 45 North Main Street
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Hamden Public Library’s
1,000 Books Before Kindergarten
Hamden Public Library invites you to participate
in this free program which encourages you to read 1,000
books with your child before he or she starts kindergarten.
The concept is simple, the rewards are priceless.
Read any book to your newborn, infant, and/or toddler.
The goal is to have read 1,000 books (yes you can repeat
books) before your little one starts kindergarten. Does it
sound hard? Not really if you think about it. If you read
just one book per night, you will have read 365 books in a
year. That is 730 books in two years and 1,095 books in three years. If you consider that most children
start kindergarten at around 5 years of age, you have more time than you think - so get started!
The key is persistence. Make it
exciting. When your children reach a
milestone give him/her a small reward.
Come in to the Children's Department to
get a special sticker.
How to Participate:


Read with your child. Reading together is fun and will create life-long memories for both of you. It is the most important thing you can
do to promote literacy.



Keep track of the titles that you read with your child. You can use a spiral notebook, the log sheet
from the library or online by going to our website, clicking on Children's and then on 1000 books.
https://wandooreader.com/hamdenlibrary/1000-books-before-kindergarten

If you are able to, try to keep a record of any book that is being read to your child. This includes ones read by teachers, librarians and siblings.

For more information, please contact the Hamden Public Library at 203) 287-2680
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Hamden Public Library’s
“Australian Adventures”
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Hamden Community Garden
Registration Opens April 1st
The Hamden Mayor’s Office is
pleased to announce that registrations
to secure a plot in the Hamden Community Garden, located right next to
Josh’s Jungle in the parking lot of the
Miller Memorial Library Complex,
will open April 1st, 2017. Priority will
be given to returning gardeners, who
will have until April 17th to re-register
their existing plot(s). Any plot which
remains open after April 17th will be
assigned on a first-come first-serve
basis. Proof of Hamden residency
must be provided to obtain a plot.
The Hamden Community Garden was established in 2008 and has
quickly become a favorite location for
Hamden’s gardening community. Last
year the garden was filled to capacity,
with many residents inquiring as to whether an additional garden would be established or if more space
would be provided at the existing location. Mayor Curt Leng is requesting input from residents regarding the possible construction of a second community garden, and requests that all recommendations or
suggestions for suitable locations be sent to Information & Research Officer, Patrick J. Donnelly, by
email at pdonnelly@hamden.com.
Further details regarding the possibility of a second community garden will be provided after review by
Town administrators.
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“SAVE THE DATE”
Hamden’s Earth Day Celebration
Hamden's 2017 Earth Day Celebration will be held on Saturday, April 22nd from 10am - 3pm at
the Hamden Middle School, located at 2623 Dixwell Avenue. This year's family-oriented, free celebration will feature an excellent array of exhibitors promoting earth friendly services, products and organizations, food, music, and free activities, including: a bird guessing games, a raffle drawing for native
perennials and shrubs, seed giveaways, live native animals, food samples from Thyme & Season, a scavenger hunt (complete it and win a prize), a coloring contest, and additional hand-crafts, activities, and
other fun and games.
Other activities will include opportunities to “Touch a Truck” with the Hamden Fire and Police
Departments, an AMR ambulance, a diesel powered garbage truck, and two electric vehicles. WTNH
Meteorologist Kevin Arnone and the WTNH Mobile Weather Lab will also be present, offering a platform for kids and parents to learn about the weather.
In addition, don't miss a pre-event
bird walk at 8:00am (for details call Florence McBride at 203-288-6777), C.J.
May’s Magic Show, “MAGITRICITY”, at
11:00am, the Orchid Awards at 12:00pm
Noon, and the Audubon Birds of Prey
demonstration at 1:00pm. Attendees are
also encouraged to bring cell phones,
thumb drives, hard drives (crushing on
site), ink cartridges, eyeglasses, and batteries for recycling.
Current sponsors include DEXSIL, FRAMED, Moon Rocks Gourmet Cookies, CT Humanities,
Take 2 Inc., Stop & Shop, Grove Street Financial, and Hindinger Farm. Additional exhibitors and event
sponsors will be highlighted in the coming weeks, so keep an eye out for additional press related to the
2017 Earth Day Celebration!

Businesses who wish to sponsor this year’s Earth Day Event may reach out to the Recycling Coordinator & Solid Waste Coordinator, Haley Starvaggi, at 203-287-7021 or at hstarvaggi@hamden.com.
Potential sponsors can also visit www.hamden.com/earthdaysponsors for more information.
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Free Electronics Recycling
For Hamden Residents
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng would like to remind residents that they may, free of charge, bring
their unwanted electronics to the Hamden Transfer Station located at 231 Wintergreen Ave, Hamden, CT 06514. Transfer Station hours are Monday through Friday from 7:30am-3:00pm and the 1st
and 3rd Saturday of the month from 8:00am-11:45am. Proof of residency is required. All electronic
equipment is safely packaged by Take 2 and transported to their facility for responsible and secure recycling.
Accepted materials include, but are not limited to: Computers, Laptops, Printers, Fax Machines, Monitors, TVs, Cell Phones, Tablets, Video Games, game consoles, VCR/DVD Machines, Remotes, Keyboards, Computer Mice, Modems, Small Appliances, and Stereo Equipment. Unaccepted
materials include: smoke detectors, ballasts, propane tanks, paint, household hazardous waste and appliances containing Freon, i.e. air conditioners, refrigerators, and dehumidifiers.
ABOUT TAKE 2 INC.
Take 2 Inc. is a Waterbury based electronics recycler. Take 2 is approved by the Connecticut
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection as a Covered Electronics Recycler in conjunction
with Connecticut’s Electronics Recycling Law, RCSA 22a-638-1.
Residents may also, free of charge, bring their unwanted electronics to Take 2 Inc.’s facility located at 567 South Leonard Street, Building One, Waterbury, CT. Hours are Monday through Friday
from 7am-3:30pm and Saturdays from 8am-Noon. Additionally, residents may bring their electronics
to any of Take 2’s electronics recycling events. For a listing of upcoming events, go to: www.ewasterecycle-ct.com. For your convenience at events and at Take 2’s facility, Take 2 employees will unload
electronics from your vehicle for you.

For further information, please contact Solid Waste and Recycling Coordinator, Haley Starvaggi, at
(203) 287-7021 or by email at hstarvaggi@hamden.com.
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Hamden Tree Commission’s
“February 2017 Notable Tree”
The Hamden Tree Commission is
pleased to announce the Hamden Notable Tree
for the month of February, 2017. This stunning
black oak is located in the Whitneyville area of
Hamden. It was nominated by Ted Whitten,
Sonya Hals and their daughter Esme. The tree
sits on their front lawn. The black oak (Quercus
velutina) is a deciduous tree commonly found in
Eastern North America and the Midwest.
Black oak trees in northern states are
relatively short. A typical northern black oak
reaches a height of 66 to 82 feet. This particular
black oak is measured at 78 feet tall, with a circumference of 163 inches. Most notable is the
tree’s immense canopy which covers almost the
entire street; its spread measures 99 feet.
The Whitten-Hals wanted to nominate
the tree because it is an integral part of their
home. In fact, the house is named “The Oak,” as
evidenced by an old handmade plaque above the front porch which has been displayed on the house for
decades. “The tree towers over our three story house and shades us in the summer. It is habitat for birds
and squirrels, and on occasion has provided safe haven for a raccoon or two,” says Hals. The tree’s
huge canopy is truly an integral part of the whole streetscape.
If you have a tree you would like to nominate, please send its location, an image and a few sentences describing the tree and what you think makes it notable to: help@hamden.com. Please include
your name, address, email and phone number as well. Or you can mail your nomination to the Hamden
Tree Commission care of the Mayor’s Office, Hamden Government Center, 2750 Dixwell Avenue,
Hamden,
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Town and Regional Water Authority
Collaborate on Safety Improvements
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is pleased to announce that the Town of Hamden has recently entered
into an agreement with the South Central Connecticut Regional Water Authority that will allow for the
provision and construction of guide rails along portions of Waite Street and Mather Street. These guide
rails are being constructed to help address issues with vehicular accidents in the area of Lake Whitney.
As part of the agreement, the Regional Water Authority has agreed to share, with the Town of Hamden,
a significant portion of the project costs associated with the purchase and installation of the guide rails.
Commenting on the upcoming guide rail installation, Mayor Curt Leng said, “I thank the Regional Water Authority for their cooperation and leadership on this essential public safety project. For far too
long, the areas along Lake Whitney on portions of Waite Street and Mather Street have needed important
protective traffic improvements. These safeguards will protect Hamden’s motorists, while also protecting Lake Whitney - an important natural resource which supplies drinking water to the local area. I encourage all Hamden motorists to stay mindful, and to drive safely and carefully.”
“We are pleased to pool resources with the town of Hamden as they work to install safety guide
rails along portions of Waite and Mather Streets that border Lake Whitney,” said Larry L. Bingaman,
president & CEO of the South Central Connecticut Regional Water Authority. “The new guide rails are
an important safety measure that will help protect the town’s residents and roads, as well as our public
water supply.”
Mr. Stephen Mongillo, Hamden’s RWA representative, commented, “The installation of guide
rails along Mather and Waite Streets is a very positive step toward protecting both motorists and our
public water supply. Because of multiple considerations, it took some time and a collaborative effort between the RWA and Town officials to plan for this upgrade. As Hamden’s representative to the RWA,
I’m pleased that this additional protection will now be provided to both residents and a valuable resource
within our town.”

Further information regarding the status of this project will be posted on www.hamden.com when available. Please contact Information & Research Officer, Patrick J. Donnelly at (203) 287-7009 or by email
at pdonnelly@hamden.com for additional information.

PAGE 18

Volume 2, Issue 2

Hamden Announces
5th Annual Road Race
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is pleased to announce
the 5th Annual Hamden Road Race. All proceeds
from the race will be donated to the Town of
Hamden's Community Services Department
Camp Scholarship Fund. This fund helps families
with financial need afford the cost of summer
camp for their children.
The Hamden Road Race will be held at
Town Center Park (2623 Dixwell Avenue) on
Saturday, June 3rd, 2017. The event will include a
5k run, a 1k Kids Fun Run, a Health &
Wellness Expo, and plenty of activities for the
whole family. The 5k road race will start at 9:00 a.m. and will offer runners some rolling hills in the
first mile but reward them with a downhill finish. The 1k Kids Fun Run will be held entirely inside
Hamden's Town Center Park and will start at 8:30 a.m. The Health & Wellness Expo will be a great
opportunity for vendors, sponsors and advertisers to showcase their products and services to a large,
healthy-minded audience.
Hamden is continuing its strong partnership with one of the largest event management companies in
Connecticut, Team Mossman Events (TME), to organize the race. This year, the Town is seeking to
collaborate with local community leaders, organizations, and businesses to promote the Road Race;
with the goal of exceeding last year’s total attendance of approximately 2,500 guests and runners.
"The Hamden Road Race is a great day of fun in Town Center Park. It's a family-oriented event with
opportunities for everyone to enjoy. With all proceeds going to the Camp Scholarship Fund, it’s truly a
day of a community building right in the center of Hamden. There will be lots of activities for kids, free
give-aways, and much more," said Matthew Fitch, Town Center Park Commission Chairman.
To participate in the race, please visit www.hamden.com/roadrace. There you will find directions for
easy online registration, as well as information about the race course and event location! Registration
will open March 1st, 2017. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the event, please contact:
Patrick J. Donnelly, Co-Race Director, at 203-287-7009 or at pdonnelly@hamden.com
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Hamden Police Department
Monthly Update
The Hamden Police Department is proud to announce the 5th session of the “Citizen’s Police
Academy.” The purpose of this endeavor is to provide local residents, business/property owners and
college students with pertinent information, as it relates to the function and activities of the Hamden
Police Department. The goal of this program is to increase public awareness and build community
rapport through education and conversation.
The Hamden Citizen’s Police Academy will cover a vast array of topics, including: patrol
procedures, major crime investigations, crime scene techniques, crime prevention, ethics and integrity, use of force, cultural awareness and a police K-9 demonstration.
Applications must be submitted to the Hamden Police Department, 2900 Dixwell Avenue,
Hamden, Connecticut 06518 no later than 4:00p.m. on March 20th. Applications can be obtained
online on the Hamden Police Department web page or at various town buildings including, police
headquarters, town hall and local libraries. Applications can be submitted in person, mailed or emailed to Captain Ronald Smith at rsmith@hamdenpd.com or Sergeant Brent Zuscin at
bzuscin@hamdenpd.com. Classes will commence on Thursday, March 23rd at 6:30p.m. at the Hamden Police Department Training Classroom.

Community Organization Highlight
“Hamden Regional Chamber of Commerce”
The Hamden Regional Chamber of Commerce has opened vendor registration for its 2017
Business & Community Expo on April 11 at Hamden High School, 2040 Dixwell Ave., Hamden.
Each year the HRCC's Business & Community Expo connects more than 100 vendors to their
community, allowing them to showcase their offerings as they meet future customers. More than 1,000
spectators are expected to attend this year's event, which the HRCC is energized to announce is returning to community favorite Hamden High School. Since local business is built on establishing relationships, business owners are thrilled about this event, which gives them a fun and cost-effective opportunity to actively engage with members of their local community.
"For more than a decade, this event continues to be the most affordable Expo in Connecticut for
businesses to showcase and sell their products and services," said Nancy Dudchik, HRCC President.
This year, the Expo runs from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., perfect timing to allow families to get
out of the house during spring break and enjoy some time together exploring local businesses and taking advantage of special offerings and discounts.
To reserve your spot at Business & Community Expo, please visit www.hamdenregionalchamber.com/
promote/business-expo/ or call the office at 203-288-6431.
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Information Guide
February 2017
Helpful Resources
Hamden Youth Services:
 Program Guide

Upcoming Events
Saturday Arts Programs

Hamden Elderly Services:
 March 2017 Newsletter
 March 2017 Miller Café Menu
 March 2017 Miller Café Choice
Menu
Hamden Arts & Recreation:
 Arts and Rec Program Registration
Hamden Public Library
 Calendar of Events
 www.hamdenlibrary.org

“Sensational Sunday”
Performance Series
Constituent Office Hours
Mayor’s Night Out
State of the Town Address
Free Water Management Seminar

ANNOUNCEMENTS


A Place of Honor for Military Memorabilia



Community Health Assessment Draft Now Available



Free Tax Preparation Offered to Select Households (VITA)



AARP Connecticut Tax Aide



Like us on FACEBOOK & Follow us on TWITTER
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THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE SUBSCRIBED!
INPUT AND SUGGESTIONS FOR OUR MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER CAN BE EMAILED TO
PATRICK J. DONNELLY

WE’RE ON
THE WEB!
VISIT US!

Land of the
Sleeping
Giant

Want to become a subscriber?
Readers who wish to subscribe to the Monthly Town Hall Newsletter may do
so by navigating to www.hamden.com, and locating the “Sign up for Email
Notifications” link in the bottom left of our homepage. From there, potential
readers will be able to enter their desired email address and “check the box”
to “join” and sign up to receive the “Town of Hamden Monthly Newsletter”.
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