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Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is pleased to announce that Hamden’s Legislative Council recently overwhelmingly approved an ordinance authorizing the
issuance of $11.51 million dollars of Bonds of the Town for the purpose funding
of important public improvements throughout 2017. These funds fall within the
Town's conservative capital bonding Charter requirements, keeping Hamden's
overall debt moderate.
Major highlights of the Town’s 2017 Capital Investments include:


Key Town security, technology and physical infrastructure investments at the
Miller Memorial Library & Cultural Center, Technology Security upgrades,
Keefe Community Center renovations, Hamden Branch Library Improvements and more;
Key Board of Education capital improvement priorities throughout the District, with improvements planned for all schools;
Replacement of Fire Pumper #9 for the Fire Department, as well as a variety
of other health and safety/security improvements for Hamden's Police and
Fire Departments;
Continuation of major sidewalk repair and replacement and traffic/pedestrian
safety projects;
Renovations of Town Parks, including major improvements to Frank Cesare
Park in Hamden Plains, refurbishment of the Tennis Courts on Mix Avenue,
as well as needed improvements to Brooksvale Park and the Farmington Canal.

Commenting on the wide array of improvement projects scheduled for
2017, Mayor Leng noted, “I thank the Legislative Council for their approval of
the 2017 Capital Budget and look forward to the many positive developments
that these public improvement projects will bring to Hamden. Strong, meaningful investment in our schools, libraries, parks, public safety, sidewalks, and
more, is absolutely necessary to ensure that Hamden remains a top quality suburb providing the services our residents deserve.”
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A Letter From
Mayor Leng
Greetings Fellow Hamdenites –
Welcome to this month’s Town Hall Newsletter. The Holiday
Season is now behind us, and many new and exciting opportunities await
Hamden in 2017. I would like to wish you and your family a happy,
healthy and peaceful New Year.
Hamden is ready to continue major investment into our Town infrastructure throughout 2017. Just recently, the Hamden Legislative Council approved the FY 2017 Capital Improvement Bond package, authorizing
bonds to be appropriated for public improvement projects across Hamden.
Throughout the coming weeks and months, we will be launching major upgrades to Town security and technology at locations such as the Miller Library, Keefe Community Center, and more. In addition, a number of popular Town parks like Frank Cesare Park, the Mix Avenue Tennis Courts,
Brooksvale Barn, and the Farmington Canal are all slated to receive major renovations and improvements. Hamden will also be working hard to improve upon and expand our road paving and sidewalk
repair programs, which were a great success in both 2015 and 2016. Other Capital investments are now
approved for our Police & Fire equipment, emergency preparedness, health and safety upgrades, and
community policing enhancements.
Hamden is also making major strides towards streamlining, enhancing and reducing the cost of
internal operations and annual operating expenses. Reorganization efforts approved to-date in the FY 16
-17 year will save the Town well over $100,000 in annual operating costs. In short, 2017 is slated to be
a year of serious achievement for our great Town and I am excited to share it with you.
In addition to improving our local infrastructure, schools, emergency services, recreation opportunities and cultural programs – Hamden has also been steadfastly improving its relationships with the
local and small business world. In 2016, approximately 190 businesses were newly incorporated in
Hamden alone! This, along with major developments released last month regarding new occupancies at
the Hamden Mart, demonstrates that investors are interested in doing business in Hamden. I am immensely proud of these developments and I urge small and large business owners to reach out to the
Town to inquire about tax incentives, infrastructure grants and other benefits packages Hamden offers,
which could help you choose Hamden as your home. Our Economic Development Office is open every
weekday, and can easily be reached by calling 203-287-7030.
In next month's issue I plan on expanding on efforts to reduce costs and to give you the very latest on the State of Connecticut budget process and its impact on Hamden. I am working hard as a member of the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities Board to advocate for State legislative changes that
will be extraordinarily helpful to our Town and the majority of towns and cities in our State.
Until then, sending you my very best,
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng
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Hamden Seeks Candidates
For 2017 Environmental Award
The Hamden Clean & Green Commission is accepting nominations for the 2017 Orchid Award.
The Orchid Award is given to those town businesses or individuals who have demonstrated a commitment to improving and safeguarding the character and physical appearance of the town through the
thoughtful landscaping of their property.
Submissions may be sent to cleangreenellen@yahoo.com or the Hamden Town Hall, Solid
Waste & Recycling Office. Nominations must be received by March 15, 2017. This award will be presented at the Hamden Earth Day celebration on April 22, 2017 at the Hamden Middle School, 2623
Dixwell Avenue.
The Hamden Clean & Green Commission volunteer members promote and encourage the use of
environmentally-responsible actions and strategies throughout Hamden while improving the physical
appearance of the Town through education, beautification, tree planting, landscaping, prevention of litter, blight and improper property maintenance, and the enforcement of ordinance pertaining to these
matters. If you are interested in becoming a member, contact cleangreenellen@yahoo.com.

For further information about the Hamden Clean & Green Commission, please visit the
Commission page by clicking HERE
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Hamden Celebrates
“Ernest Borgnine Day”
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Hamden Adopts Paperless Permitting System
Streamlined Process for Businesses and Residents Coming Soon
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is very pleased to announce that the Hamden Legislative Council
has authorized an agreement between the Town of Hamden, the Capitol Regional Council of Government (CRCOG), and ViewPoint Government Solutions, Inc., which will allow the Town to utilize specialized software developed for the purpose of implementing a new “paperless permitting”
system in Departments such as Planning & Zoning, the Building Department, and more.
Town Officials have recognized the impending need for modernization in relation to the
ways in which Hamden handles its permitting processes. This streamlined paperless effort works
toward our goal of a more user friendly and accessible process for residents and businesses. The
implementation of the ViewPoint software is the capstone to recent operational and personnel
changes that work to make Hamden more business friendly and convenient for residents. Businesses, contractors, and residents wishing to file for permits will now have additional opportunities due
to the expansion of Department operating hours and the future implementation of the online paperless permitting system.
By entering this agreement, the Town becomes a member of the CRCOG regional permitting system. Viewpoint will provide the Town with an operating license at an annual subscription
cost of $22,800.00 (based on historic evidence of approximately 4,000 records per year), which includes support and maintenance along with a one-time setup fee of $15,000.00. The agreement is
for one year and extends until October 31st, 2017. The Town expects the system to be operational
by mid-spring of 2017.
Commenting on the paperless permitting system, Mayor Curt Balzano Leng said, “The
Town of Hamden has been vigorously pursuing operational and personnel changes within our Departments that approve and distribute permits, in an effort to streamline the process for businesses
and residents while also improving operational efficiency for Town staff. The implementation of
the “paperless permitting” system will allow Hamden residents and business owners drastically improved accessibility to our permitting departments and Officials, and in the long-term will greatly
improve the turn-around-time associated with the permitting process. I look forward to these changes, and expect to maintain a long-lasting partnership with ViewPoint Government Solutions.”
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Hamden Enters Agreement with State Dept. of
Mental Health & Addiction Services
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng announces that the Hamden Legislative Council recently approved
an agreement between the Town of Hamden and the State Department of Mental Help and Addiction
Services for fiscal years 2016/2017 and 2017/2018. This agreement will run until June 30th, 2018.
The agreement will extend and enhance mental health and addiction services currently offered to residents through the Town via partnership with the State. Yale Behavioral Health currently provides
these services for our Town residents and will continue under this agreement.
As per the terms of the agreement, the State Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services shall provide fiscal and programmatic oversight of the provision of adult outpatient mental
health and addiction services by a private, non-profit organization. Additionally, the State will monitor adherence by the private organization to program standards and will monitor compliance with reporting requirements in the areas of fiscal accounting, monthly service activity, admission and discharged reports, quality assurance and improvements review, and other related matters. Finally, the
terms of the agreement detail that the State will monitor the provision of evaluation and triage, medication evaluation and monitoring, crisis intervention services, individual and group treatment, outreach services, and housing, substance abuse, vocational, and social rehabilitation services.
Commenting on the agreement, Mayor Leng said, “I am extremely pleased that this agreement is now in effect. Hamden residents, especially those individuals and families currently suffering
from mental health or substance abuse issues, deserve access to quality treatment programs that we
can provide. I am happy to report that this agreement will ensure that residents of Hamden who are in
need of assistance will be able to more readily access helpful programs and services offered through
the State.”
The Town is working closely with Yale Behavioral Health to identify practical applications
and identified needs for existing services, under the same contracts on-site at both the Hamden Senior
Center and at the Keefe Community Center, in an effort to extend outreach and help more residents.

For further information, please contact Information & Research Officer, Patrick J. Donnelly
at (203) 287-7009 or by email at pdonnelly@hamden.com.
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Mikro Expansion Approved by
Town of Hamden
The Hamden Legislative Council approved business incentives for Leonardo Properties for
the expansion of MiKro Beer Bar and Restaurant, currently located at 3000 Whitney Avenue.
MiKro owner, Mike Farber, has taken his passion for beer and food to Hamden, CT. MiKro is an
intimate space built to feature craft beer, with 18 rotating taps. MiKro's Chef has designed a beercentric, playfully creative menu intended to highlight local and seasonal items that pair well with
MiKro's beer offerings.
The location of the expansion will be O
Depot Road which is directly off Sherman Avenue
close to Whitney Avenue and behind Dunkin Donuts at the corner of Whitney Avenue and Sherman Avenue. The total investment into the project
will be approximately $800,000 for renovations of
the current depot buildings and a large expansion.
The project has also been approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission.
The incentives include a three year tax
abatement on the investment made into the property as well as a waiver of a portion of the building
fees. "We are very pleased that one of Hamden's
most recognizable businesses has decided to make
such a significant investment in our Town. MiKro
is one of Hamden's most original restaurants, and
has quickly become a local favorite amongst our residents and daily visitors." commented Mayor
Curt Balzano Leng.
"This project has been under negotiation and planning for many months. We have involved
our Planning Office during development team meetings and our land use commissions. The Hamden Tax Incentive Committee and the Economic Development Commission who also approved of
the incentives. It shows a total team effort to effectuate such a large investment into a local restaurant that will become a destination place in Hamden." stated Dale Kroop, Director of Economic Development and Neighborhood Revitalization.
For more information about MiKro, contact Mike Farber at 203-553-7676 or visit their web page
at http://mikrobeerbar.com/.
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Free Tax Preparation
Offered to Eligible Households
Free tax preparation will be offered at
two new Hamden sites January 24 through
April 18, 2017. Households earning less than
$54,000 can take advantage of the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program. Taxpayers may qualify for the Earned
Income Tax Credit plus credits for childcare
expenses or education expenses, which can
return thousands of dollars to the taxpayer,
depending on taxpayer income.
A joint initiative of the IRS, United
Way and local IRS-certified volunteers, Hamden’s VITA program expects to serve roughly 1000 households, returning tax credits and refunds
of over $1 million to families working to make ends meet.
Hamden VITA will operate at:




*Helen St School on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 4 until 8pm
*Keefe Center on Thursdays from 3 until 8pm
*Hamden High on Saturdays from 10am until 2pm.

No appointments are necessary. VITA will be closed any time the schools are closed due to
bad weather and on the following dates: January 26, February 2, and March 15, 16, 21, 22.
AARP’s Tax-Aide volunteers also prepare taxes for Hamden’s seniors at the Miller Senior
Center by appointment. Hamden seniors can make an appointment by calling 203-287-2547.
In order to have their taxes completed, taxpayers should bring with them all relevant materials, including: a photo ID for themselves and spouses; Social Security cards or ITIN numbers for
everyone that will be listed on the return; documents for all income (from work, social security,
pensions or interest); support for child care expenses (including the provider’s address and social
security number); health insurance documentation (especially 1095A forms from Access Health
CT); mortgage information; and a copy of a check for direct deposit of refunds. For a more complete list, go to irs.gov/individuals/checklist-for-free-tax-return-preparation.
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Grand Opening of
Lucian’s Gardenhouse
Lucian's Florist at Gardenhouse formerly known as Lucian's Green House and Florist is now
under new ownership. A ribbon cutting ceremony was held on December 19th, members of the
Hamden Regional Chamber of Commerce, Mayor Curt Balzano Leng and Development Director
Dale Kroop on hand for the event.
"This place is a lovely and peaceful environment, continuing the tradition of flower and
home accessories", noted Dale Kroop, Director of Economic Development for the Town.
This long established town favorite flower shop is located at 2468 Whitney Avenue. They
are still providing the surrounding area with the same great service delivering top quality flowers,
plants and more for every occasion. Even better, Lucian's Florist at Gardenhouse has been updated
with a new look and feel that is very warm and inviting.
With its iconic neon florist sign in the window, this shop is not a drive by. This little gem
built in the early 1920's now has the look and feel of walking into a Gardenhouse. The goal is to
bring the beauty of the outdoors into your home. Lucian's Florist at Gardenhouse is about transforming interior spaces into comfortable and inviting areas that blend elements of the natural and
modern world in a fresh and creative way.
Offering plants, flower arrangements and bouquets for weddings, funerals,
corporate offices and functions and spur of
the moment shoppers. The new Lucian's
Florist at Gardenhouse also provides inhome consultations for interior design, corporate event design and space beautification.
Please Call us at 203-248-6970 or
stop in at 2468 Whitney Ave for your next
occasion or for flowers and gifts for that
special someone. Our hours are Monday
through Friday, 9am to 5pm and Saturday
from 9am to 3pm. You can also visit our
website at luciansflorist.com or send us an
email at luciansflorist@gmail.com.
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Press Cuozzo Arranges $10M Sale
of Major Office/Retail Complex in Hamden
Stephen Press, SIOR, Principal of Press/Cuozzo Commercial Services, is pleased to announce that he and Senior Advisor Ted Schaffer have completed the off-market sale of the Hamden
Center II complex, consisting of an 80,000 SF Class A Office Building and 20,000 SF of retail
space located at 2321 Whitney Avenue, in the business center of Hamden, CT.
The seller, Hamden Realty Associates, LP, had owned the property for 20 years and has
compiled a tenant list of some of the area's most distinguished business names. The buyer, HC2,
LLC, is a Schaffer family entity which has for over four generations developed, owned and operated real estate throughout New Haven County. Brian Enright of Halloran & Sage represented the
Seller and Matthew Susman of Cohen & Wolf represented the Buyer.
Ted Schaffer has indicated that the sale of this property is a significant transaction due to its
size, as well as its validation of the Greater New Haven market area, the quality of the buildings
involved and the strength of the Hamden Center location. Press represented the seller and Schaffer
represented the buyer in this transaction.
"This sale shows the confidence that investors have in the Town of Hamden. This property
is one of our finest and we look forward to working with new owner to bring more retail and professional office success to the center", stated Dale Kroop the Director of Economic Development
and Neighborhood Revitalization.
Press/Cuozzo Realtors, with offices at 2751 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, CT, has been serving the Greater New Haven area since 1990. Press/Cuozzo is known throughout New Haven County as an innovative and aggressive force successfully marketing all types of properties.
Press/Cuozzo Realtors provides the services of a Commercial/Industrial Division as well as Residential Brokerage Services, Relocation Services, and Senior Real Estate Services.
To learn more, visit www.hamden-ct.com, www.hamdeneconomicdevelopment.org, or like
us our “Hamden Economic Development Corporation” on Facebook. For questions or comments
directly regarding Hamden’s Economic development please contact the Director of Economic
Development & Neighborhood Revitalization, Dale Kroop, at (203) 287-7030 or emailing
dkroop@hamden.com.
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Lets Move!
A Wellness Fair For Families
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Hamden Public Library
“Cabin Fever Readers”
The Hamden Public Library is excited to announce registration for another year of its program
“Cabin Fever Readers.” Registration for Hamden Public Library’s Cabin Fever Readers adult winter
reading program is now open. The popular program—now in its fourth year—gives adults from the
ages of 16 and up the opportunity to win prizes for the reading they do during the winter months as well
as to attend special programs and events based on the program’s theme, which this year is travel. Programs scheduled are:
7

p.m. Tuesday, January 10: Italy: A Cultural Journey with Ashley Turney
7 p.m. Tuesday, January 17: Cruising! with Adler Travel
2 p.m. Tuesday, January 24: A Visit to Mongolia with Library Director Marian Amodeo
2 p.m. Tues., February 7: Paris, Sera Toujours Paris with Carole Rothschild
7 p.m. Tues., February 21: Travel for Self-Discovery with Nina Lesiga
7 p.m. Wednesday, March 1: Australian Adventures with Cee Jay Robinson
7 p.m. Tues., March 14: Grand Finale: Daycationing with Nina Lesiga
You can register for any of these programs through our online calendar. Register on our Cabin Fever
Readers website to track each book you read for a chance to win weekly prizes and one of our grand
prizes to be awarded in March. To register click here.

Crochet Away the Cold
At Whitneyville Library
The Whitneyville Library will be hosting lessons to
teach the skill of crocheting to residents this winter
season and is the perfect mother-daughter or teen
program during the coldest part of the year. The
first of six weekly lessons will begin January 19th
from 4:00 to 5:00 pm in the Whitneyville Library’s
Meeting Room. All necessary supplies will be provided by the library and no previous experience is
needed. Participants will be able to pick their own
kind of project to work on and registration is only
required once for the six week program. Please note
that space is limited, but you may also register on
the waiting list. To register, visit
www.hamdenlibrary.org.
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Thornton Wilder
Writing Competition
This is the twenty-ninth year of the Thornton Wilder Writing Competition. It was established in
1987 by the Friends of the Hamden Library to honor long-time Hamden resident and Pulitzer Prize winning author and playwright, Thornton Wilder. The competition is open to all Connecticut public, private, and parochial high school students in New Haven County. Over the years we have awarded cash
prizes to approximately 100 students for their creative writing efforts and we hope to encourage students from your school to take advantage of this opportunity.
The entries for the competition may be short stories, essays, poetry, television scripts, one -act
plays, or selections from longer works. Entries are limited to one prose and one poetry piece per student. Entries, along with an application form (found at hamdenlibrary.org) should be sent to TWilder@hamdenlibrary.org or mailed to Thornton Wilder Writing Competiton 2901 Dixwell Ave. Hamden
CT 06518 by February 3, 2017. Because of the expected volume of material, we would appreciate each
teacher’s assistance as a preliminary screening agent. Please help us by posting the enclosed notice on
your bulletin board or by making it available online.
The prizes are:
First Prize, Prose $500
First Prize, Poetry $500

Second Prize, Prose $300
Second Prize, Poetry $300

Honorable Mention $50
Honorable Mention $50

The awards will be presented at a reception Thursday, April 20, 2017 at 7:00p.m. in the
Miller Library. Winning entries will be read to the audience and a reception will follow the presentations. Teachers, families, and the public are encouraged to attend. We look forward to your students'
participation in 2017. GOOD LUCK!

Children’s Learning “Launchpads”
Arrive at Miller Library
Launchpads (learning tablets for children) are now available for borrowing from the Children’s Department at Miller Library. Each device is pre-loaded with high-quality, ad-free learning apps and games
geared for pre-school through early elementary-age children. Apps featuring popular characters are
grouped by subject area, theme, grade-level, and age so that parents can easily select appropriate activities for their child. Parents will also appreciate the fact that Launchpads are 100% secure, ensuring that
children will not be exposed to inappropriate content. There is also an informational console that allows
parents to track the amount of time a child spends on Launchpad activities. Launchpads may be borrowed with any valid Hamden Library card.
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Progress Continues On
Two Important Projects
Doctor Robert Henry will soon complete his new 10,000 Square Foot medical office
building at the corner of Whitney Avenue and
Todd Street.
This project is directly in front of Trailside Village 55+ condominiums. This project was approved in 2015 and is among a few medical office
developments that are actively under way or in
planning stages.
"Health Care services represent the fastest growing segment of Hamden's economy and the Town anticipates that this growth will continue for years to come. Health Care creates jobs and a great deal of taxable property, in addition to providing needed services for many Hamden residents, and I am pleased to
say that Hamden will soon announce plans for another major new health care facility to open in our
Town. Stay tuned." commented Mayor Curt Balzano Leng.
Doctor Henry's building received business incentives from Hamden Incentive Program, Those incentives
included tax abatement and a waiver of a portion of the building permit fees. The total investment by
Doctor Henry was over $1.5million. The new building is expected to open in the summer of 2017 and is
expected to generate approximately $40,000 in new taxes annually.

Lake Whitney Apartments
The first half of the $45 million, 393 apartment complex at
380 Mather the former home of the Leonard concrete pipe
facility located near the corner of Mather and Dixwell Avenue continues on schedule. A total of 200 apartments will
come on line in 2017 with the remaining units in 2018.
The majority of the apartments will be one bedroom for
working professionals with a mix of some one and two bedrooms units. Most are market are units while 20% will be considered affordable under Hamden's zoning
regulations.
"The project will not only generate over $1million in new revenue from the Town but the impact will
also be catalytic in terms of spending power of over 500 new residents so close to shopping and residents. It puts pedestrians close to pedestrian shopping, the canal trail. It can result exactly what our zoning regulations were intended to accomplish in terms of increasing housing density in close proximity to
shopping, amenities, transportation and services ", stated Dale Kroop Director of Economic Development and Neighborhood Revitalization.
PAGE 14

Volume 2, Issue 1

Hamden Expands
Food Bank Operating Hours
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng and Hamden Community Services Director, Darlene Butler, are pleased to
announce an extension of the Hamden Food Bank operating hours. The expanded operating hours, to
be known as the “After-Hours” program, will operate at the Keefe Community Center throughout the
winter season. The goal of the “After-Hours” program is to offer greater flexibility for working families in need by providing additional hours to pick up food at the end of the workday.
The “After-Hours” food bank will be available each Tuesday from 2:00-7:00pm. Community
Services also offers a “Client Choice” program which gives clients the freedom to select the best food
products for their family. The program data will be monitored over the coming months; and if successful, Mayor Leng will explore options regarding further expansion of services provided by the Food
Bank. Residents wishing to enroll in programs offered by the Hamden Food Bank should contact the
Community Services Department at 203-562-5129.
Commenting on the expanded food bank operating hours, Mayor Leng stated, “Residents in
need should not have to worry about how they will provide food for themselves or their families.
Hamden is proud to be able to provide the services and flexibility needed to help out our residents in
need, and I am exceptionally grateful for all of the donations from Hamden residents which keep our
food bank operational.”

Hamden Applies for State Grant Funding
to Purchase New AED Units
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng and Fire Chief, David Berardesca, are
pleased announce that a request to apply for a grant opportunity which will
allow for the purchase of two new auto external defibrillators (AEDs) was
approved by the Legislative Council. If awarded, the grant will allow the
Town to purchase two (2) new AED units at a cost of up to $64,000. The
State of Connecticut Local Capital Improvement Program (LOCIP) administers this grant and will distribute funds accordingly if awarded to the Town.
The approval for application arrives at an ideal time, as the Hamden Fire
Department had previously planned to purchase two AED units as part of
the FY17-18 budget. If awarded this grant will cover the costs those purchases; reducing the need
to borrow funds for expenses.
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng commented, “Ensuring that our Fire Department retains and
operates equipment of the highest standards is always a top priority. This grant funding will supply Hamden with needed AED equipment, which will help ensure that all neighborhoods in Hamden have access to top quality lifesaving technology.”
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Hamden Tree Commission’s
“January 2017 Notable Tree”
The Hamden Tree Commission is pleased to announce the
Hamden Notable Tree for the month of January, 2017. This beautiful sugar maple is located in the Dunbar Hill area of Hamden. It
was nominated by Amy Small, whose early childhood learning
center, Alphabet Academy, is home to this stunning example of
the species. The sugar maple (Acer saccharum) is a deciduous tree
native to North America.
The sugar maple is perhaps the most iconic tree of New
England. It is responsible for vibrant fall leaf-peeping colors as
well as all the sugary goodness of maple products ranging from
maple syrup and maple cream to maple candy. Early English settlers learned maple sugaring from local Native Americans, who
would turn maple sap to sugar because it could be easily stored
and used throughout the year. While other varieties of maple trees
can be tapped for their sap, the sugar maple is preferred because
of the high sugar content of its sap (up to 5%) during sugaring
season, which occurs in the late winter and early spring. Roughly
40 gallons of sap are needed to make one gallon of maple syrup.
A typical sugar maple reaches a height of 80 to 115 feet. This particular sugar maple is measured
at 78 feet tall, with a circumference of 137 inches and an average spread of 72 feet. It sits on the crest of
a hill and towers over the street and surrounding area.
Small wanted to nominate the tree because it is an integral part of the learning center’s daily activities. “Having our kids outside every day, regardless of the weather, is what we are all about. On hot
days, the canopy of this old friend gives our kids a 15 degree break from the heat compared to anywhere
else in town!” says Small. The tree is lovingly maintained through regular pruning and special root treatment. This winter, Small says, “We are going to knit it a warm sweater and we are looking for knitters to
help us and the children with the project.”
If you have a tree you would like to nominate, please send its location, an image and a few sentences describing the tree and what you think makes it notable to: help@hamden.com. Please include
your name, address, email and phone number as well. Or you can mail your nomination to the Hamden
Tree Commission care of the Mayor’s Office, Hamden Government Center, 2750 Dixwell Avenue,
Hamden, CT 06518.
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Mayor’s Night Out
February 15th, 2017
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is pleased to announce the first “Mayor’s Night Out” event of 2017.
“Mayor’s Night Out” will be held on Wednesday, February 15th, from 6:30pm-8:30pm at Thornton
Wilder Hall, located in the Miller Memorial Library Complex at 2900 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden CT.
The Mayor will be available for dialogue and citizen input on neighborhood as well as Townwide issues in an informal coffee hour-type setting. The goal of this initiative is to provide greater accessibility to the Mayor throughout the community and foster a direct connection with residents.
“Mayor's Night Out” will continue to be held in various Hamden neighborhoods throughout the coming months. This primary focus of this session will be on the development of the upcoming FY17-18
Town operating budget, with opportunities for other topics of discussion.
Commenting on the upcoming opportunities, Mayor Leng stated, “I am looking forward to the
continuation of the Mayor’s Night Out events throughout 2017. These events were a great success in
2016, and I am hopeful that even more residents will turn out to voice their opinions and share in
friendly, community oriented discussions about the future of Hamden.”
For further information, please contact Information & Research Officer, Patrick J. Donnelly at (203)
287-7009 or by email at pdonnelly@hamden.com

Mayor Leng to Hold
NEW Constituent Office Hours
Mayor Curt Leng is pleased to announce that he will be holding a series of new constituent
office hours throughout 2017. The first of these sessions will be held on Friday, February 10th and
Friday February 24th, from 1:00pm – 4:00pm at the Hamden Government Center, located at 2750
Dixwell Avenue, Hamden CT. These sessions will serve as opportunities for Hamden residents to
personally engage with Mayor Leng in regards to specific issues, concerns, or requests they may
have.
Residents may report to the 3rd Floor of the Hamden Government Center, where they will be
able to sit and speak with the Mayor. Further announcements regarding additional constituent office
hour sessions will be available on www.hamden.com in the coming weeks.
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Hamden Announces Hiring of
Solid Waste & Recycling Coordinator
The Town of Hamden is pleased to announce the recent hiring of Haley Starvaggi. Ms. Starvaggi
will serve as Hamden’s Recycling & Solid Waste Coordinator, and will maintain office hours Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 8:30am—12:30 pm and Tuesdays and Thursdays 1:30am—4:30pm.
She may be reached by email at hstarvaggi@hamden.com or by calling 203-287-7021.
Haley Starvaggi is a current Hamden resident who relocated to the area from Ohio in 2014.
She graduated with a degree in Chemical Engineering from the University of Akron in 2012 and
worked as a chemist for Bridgestone America’s Tire Operations until 2014. At Bridgestone she
served on the Environmental Team, which transitioned the Bridgestone America’s Technical Center to zero waste to landfill. Haley has also worked on the greenhouse gas emissions inventory for
the City of Akron, completed research on algae extraction for biofuel production, and has taken
graduate courses in environmental education at Southern Connecticut State University. In her spare
time Haley enjoys vegan cooking and hiking the state parks in Hamden with her husband, daughter,
and dog. She has a passion for the environment and looks forward to serving Hamden to help create
a cleaner, greener, and more sustainable future for our Town and residents.
Commenting on Ms. Starvaggi’s recent hiring, Mayor Curt Balzano Leng noted, “The
knowledge and expertise Haley brings to Hamden in the form of her previous employment experiences and environmental education backgrounds are a win-win for the Town. We will be working
very closely together on a number of initiatives designed to reduce expenses and enhance our environment, and I look forward to the many positive developments which are sure to follow throughout 2017 and beyond.”

For further information, please contact Information & Research Officer, Patrick J.
Donnelly at (203) 287-7009 or by email at
pdonnelly@hamden.com
###
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Hamden Police Department
Monthly Update
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng and Police Chief, Thomas Wydra, are very pleased to announce that the
Town of Hamden has recently completed the installation of a number of key security upgrades at both the
Keefe Community Center and at highly trafficked areas along the Farmington Canal Trail.
A series of robust technological upgrades at the Keefe Community Center (“KCC”) included a video
surveillance system, electronic door controls and video intercommunication devices. These new apparatus
provide substantial enhancements in terms of building security and personal safety inside and outside of the
KCC facility. The Town collaborated with American Total Protection (“ATP”) to determine appropriate improvements for the location and perform installation.
In fall of 2016, the installation of video surveillance cameras was completed along the Farmington
Canal Trail at the intersections of Dudley Street, Ailling Street, and the jurisdictional boundary with the City
of New Haven. These cameras will record activity in the public space as a means to prevent, reduce and deter criminal activity. Additionally, the video recordings produced from these cameras will have the potential
to provide critical visual evidence in criminal investigations. In addition, cameras on the Farmington Canal
Trail (“FCT”) in the tunnel area near Skiff Street will be completed in January 2017, and will serve the same
purpose as the cameras already in operation on the trail.
The Town is currently working with ATP on a design and configuration proposal for the installation
of a video surveillance system, electronic door controls and video intercommunication devices at the Miller
Memorial Library and Cultural Center, which is the next building on the schedule for these types of security
enhancements.
The Town has now installed emergency telephones at the following locations:







Rochford Field (1250 Winchester Avenue)
Highwood Police Substation (953 Dixwell Avenue)
Dudley Street at the Farmington Canal Trail intersection (65 Dudley Street)
Skiff Street tunnel on the Farmington Canal Trail
Mt. Carmel Police Substation on the Farmington Canal Trail (3908 Whitney Avenue)

Commenting on the security upgrades, Mayor Curt Balzano Leng noted, “Hamden is focusing on
effective policing efforts on two different, but essential, fronts. We have and will continue expanding our
Community Policing and Outreach efforts, including walking beats, bike patrols, expansion of trained block
watches and more. At the same time, technology upgrades give our officers the tools needed to be effective –
and part of the Town’s increased technology focus will be to enhance public safety by investing in locations
where criminal activities have occurred on too consistent a basis.”
Additional implementations of these types of technology-based safety efforts will include the installation of 6 new cameras at major traffic intersections throughout Town. These new cameras will not only
show activity at each intersection, but also within the vicinity of businesses and public places adjacent to the
intersections. Further announcements regarding installation specifics and further security improvements will
available at www.hamden.com in the near future.
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Charitable Organization
Highlight
On a warm day in May 2009, with a couple
of friends getting together to workout at a local park,
Tuff Girl Fitness and FMA Performance were born.
Since officially opening in 2010, Tuff Girl Fitness
and FMA Performance have been a fixture in the
health and fitness community of Hamden; creating a
safe, fun place where men and women can come to
find their strength, challenge themselves and crush
perceived limitations.
Part of the mission of Tuff Girl Fitness and
FMA Performance is to empower people and help
them discover their true potential in the gym and in
life. As part of this mission, empowering the community through charity has been an integral part of
their evolvement into the gym they are today.
Throughout the years, with the generous support of
their members, Tuff Girl and FMA have supported
many organizations throughout the New Haven
County area; through their involvement in various
charity runs to the gym organized Train For The
TaTa’s event, which has raised over $7,500.00 in
the past for the Smilow Breast Cancer Center.
As of last September, Tuff Girl And FMA started its latest charity initiative called Check In For A
Cause. Taking ideas from similar national initiatives, Tuff Girl and FMA have also developed a program to support local charities. Pledging up to $3600.00 per year, Tuff Girl and FMA are supporting causes that make a difference in our lives, the lives of those we love and communities we live in.
By harnessing the power of social media and a gym membership of approximately 500 people, Tuff Girl
and FMA have turned the ‘check in’ into a way to support local charity and increase social media presence for
that charity. All it takes is for members to ‘check in’ on Facebook or Instagram. A ‘check in’ is a way that people
share with their friends and social media followers that they are at a location, attending an event or participating
in an activity. By receiving an increase in social media presence themselves, Tuff Girl and FMA can take money
that might otherwise be used for marketing and, instead, support life changing, local charities. For every ‘check
in’, Tuff Girl and FMA donates 0.75 cents, up to $300.00 per month to local charities. Having started this initiative in September of 2016, they have already donated $300.00 each to the Hamden Food Bank, the local Toys
For Tots chapter, locally based Love 146, who fights to stop child trafficking, and they are on track to donate
$300.00 to locally based IRIS, who provides essential services to immigrants looking to settle in CT.
With several local charities lined up for the upcoming months, Tuff Girl and FMA are proud to have
such a strong gym community who shares in their mission of empowerment and supports charities who are
changing the lives of so many.
To learn more about Tuff Girl Fitness, please visit www.tuffgirlfitnessct.com and to learn more about FMA Performance, please visit www.fmaperformance.com—located at 60 Connolly Pkwy #6A Hamden, CT 06514.
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Information Guide
November 2016
Helpful Resources
Hamden Youth Services:
 Program Guide

Upcoming Events
Saturday Arts Programs

Hamden Elderly Services:
 February 2017 Newsletter
 February 2017 Miller Café Menu
 February 2017 Miller Café Choice
Menu

“Sensational Sunday”
Performance Series
SOHA Let’s Move!
Family Wellness Fair

Hamden Arts & Recreation:
 Arts and Rec Program Registration
Hamden Public Library
 Calendar of Events
 www.hamdenlibrary.org

ANNOUNCEMENTS


Hamden Wraps up Fall Sidewalk Improvement Program



Hamden Honored as a High Achievement Energy Leader



Hamden High School Baseball Field Renovations In Progress



A Place of Honor for Military Memorabilia



Like us on FACEBOOK & Follow us on TWITTER
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THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE SUBSCRIBED!
INPUT AND SUGGESTIONS FOR OUR MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER CAN BE EMAILED TO
PATRICK J. DONNELLY

WE’RE ON
THE WEB!
VISIT US!

Land of the
Sleeping
Giant

Want to become a subscriber?
Readers who wish to subscribe to the Monthly Town Hall Newsletter may do
so by navigating to www.hamden.com, and locating the “Sign up for Email
Notifications” link in the bottom left of our homepage. From there, potential
readers will be able to enter their desired email address and “check the box”
to “join” and sign up to receive the “Town of Hamden Monthly Newsletter”.
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