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S&P Global Re-Affirms Hamden’s “A+”
Bond Rating
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is very pleased to announce that Standard &
Poor's (S&P) Global has re-affirmed Hamden’s “A+” long-term rating, with a
stable outlook, on the Town’s 2017A refunding bonds and series 2017B general
obligation bonds. In addition, they've also affirmed their “A+” rating on debt
outstanding. Also, S&P Global has assigned its “SP+1” short-term rating to the
bond notes – the highest possible short term rating.
In reflection of Hamden’s short-term rating, S&P Global’s June 2017
ratings report notes: “In our view, Hamden maintains a very strong capacity to
pay principal and interest when the notes come due. The town maintains a market risk profile that we find low. Officials plan to use series A bond proceeds to
refund series 2011A, 2012, 2014A, and 2015B debt for present value savings.
Series B and BAN proceeds will be used for various capital projects, including
bridge and school repairs.
Hamden’s long-term rating of “A+” is similarly based on number of different factors ranging from the status of Hamden’s economy (rated STRONG by
S&P Global) to Hamden’s financial management, budgetary performance, budgetary flexibility, liquidity, debt liability, and institutional framework score. S&P
Global notes that, “We believe the town's budgetary performance and flexibility
will remain stable given management's demonstrated willingness and ability to
make the necessary revenue and expenditure adjustments. For these reasons, we
do not expect to change the rating in the next two years.
Commenting on the recent affirmation of Hamden’s “A+” and “SP+1”
ratings, Mayor Curt Balzano Leng said, “This administration has worked very
hard to ensure that Hamden is maintaining or improving short and long-term
bond ratings. These ratings allow the Town to achieve better interest rates that
save taxpayers real money. We will continue strengthening and securing Hamden’s financial future, responsibly managing and balancing our budgets, improving our commercial sectors and grand list and stabilizing the Town’s tax rate.
This work is essential to everything we do as a government and it means a great
deal to have our work verified by independent Rating agency analysis.”
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A Letter From
Mayor Curt Leng
Welcome back to the “Mayor’s Corner”. I want to focus on how Hamden
has successfully implemented a significantly enhanced community policing and
outreach effort and strategy. A primary goal of my administration from day one
was to bolster and enhance the ways in which Hamden’s Police Department and
our hard working Officers meet and improve upon the safety needs of our Town
and our neighborhoods.
I'm very proud to report, that in the past two years, Hamden's community policing
efforts have expanded dramatically; we've launched the first walking beats in
Town in decades and have expanded our Bike Patrol units, which interact with our
residents, to more than 10 regularly traveled areas starting this summer.
I am so proud of our Police Department - each of Hamden’s police officers now wearing body cameras
during all law enforcement situations, (as evidenced by one of Hamden’s very own Officers going
“viral” earlier this year after saving a resident from a potentially fatal scenario). Other communities
have resisted this change, but our outstanding men and women in blue embraced it as a protection to
our officers and our residents. Hamden has continued to be a CT, and even National leader, in this area.
Let’s also take a moment to detail some specifics of our Town's expanded Police Bike Patrol
Routes, which now cover neighborhoods and key locations throughout Town. These patrols are active
in the Highwood, Whitneyville, State Street, Woodin Street, Spring Glen, Hamden Plains, the Farmington Canal and more - with additional patrols in the Hamden Mart and Hamden Plaza area. In total, the
Hamden Police Department has assigned approximately 35 Officers to the Bicycle Patrol Unit. All of
these routes are available for public viewing at www.hamden.com/bikepatrols - take a look, I think
you'll be impressed.
These additional tools, policies, and patrols directly create a better, more personal relationship
between our Officers and our communities, while also working toward enhanced protection for all.
Hamden is so very fortunate to have a progressive and community focused Police Chief in
Chief Thomas Wydra. His tireless and selfless service to our Town, our residents, our Officers and our
overall safety - are nothing short of exemplary. I am so very thankful for his dedication and continued
service to our great Town. Chief Wydra was recently appointed to the CT POST COUNCIL, where he
will be tasked with overseeing police training and setting the very standards all municipal departments
must meet to gain accreditation. You will do a fantastic job, Chief!
As always, I thank you all for reading and hope you have enjoyed this brief update. Keep an eye
out for updates, events, programs, and new announcements from the Town on our website:
www.hamden.com and make sure to stay tuned to our Social Media Channels for day-to-day reminders
and updates!
Best Wishes,
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng
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Hamden Maintains Summer Youth Employment
and Training Program
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is pleased to announce
that the Town of Hamden will fund the Summer Youth
Employment and Training Program. This program will
place 50 low-income youth in jobs throughout the summer
months. Due to the budget impasse in Hartford, state funding for summer youth employment has been eliminated at
this time. Historically, Hamden has hired up to 70 youth
workers with the state grant. Mayor Leng has made it clear
that he values the importance of this program and how it
helps not only the participating teens and their families, but
also the community and local economy. This valuable program provides work opportunities to economically disadvantaged youth and/or youth that receive special education
services. Fifty Hamden teens will work approximately fifteen hours per week for four weeks, and will
be paid the state minimum wage. Youth will be placed in municipal, non-profit, and for-profit organizations and businesses.
This program is one of the most essential and impactful youth programs offered in Hamden. At
the most basic level it provides an opportunity to earn a paycheck for teens that come from low income
families. More importantly, it provides youth with work experience and job skills that will help them in
their future careers, in school, and in life. Hamden’s summer youth workers learn and grow a great deal
over just a few weeks. Prior to their job placement, they learn how to complete an application, participate in a job interview, learn about the hiring process, and attend an orientation. During the employment phase, they work with a site supervisor and an experienced and mature job coach. They receive
the support and feedback necessary to be successful.
Developing a workforce is essential to a robust and healthy economy, and summer youth employment and training is an important component of preparing future workers. The Town of Hamden is
committed to helping our families in need, and we ask that the State of Connecticut fully fund the Summer Youth Employment Program when a budget is passed.
Commenting on Hamden’s plans to fund the program, Mayor Leng said, “It is critically important that our local youth are not left behind due to the State’s budget chaos. This program allows
Hamden’s teens and young adults to hold down a solid job throughout the summer months, while also
gaining the skills, knowledge, and experience they will need to succeed in other careers and employment opportunities down the road. Hamden will be working to continue this program in our own
way, and I look forward to the many positives it brings to our young men and women.”
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Hamden Hosts
National Night Out, Aug. 1st
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National Night Out
(Sponsors & Exhibitors)
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4th Annual Dessert Festival &
Movie Night Series
The Town of Hamden is once again gearing
up to host our 4th Annual “Dessert Festival”
and Summer Movie Series!
Join us on Friday, August 4th, as Dessert Fest
IV returns to the Park, along with a showing
of Zootopia on the giant screen. We’ll feature
food, with a focus on desserts, starting at 6:00
pm, along with a Kids Dance Party hosted by
DJ Bry. The movie will start shortly after
8:15pm (as soon as it dark enough).
You’ll have the time of your life on Friday,
August 11 as the classic Dirty Dancing is
shown.
On Friday, August 18, get ready to roll on down Route 66 to Radiator Springs and enjoy the
Pixar classic Cars.
For our last Friday in August, we will bring out the big screen and reconfigure the park drive-in style!
Drive up and enjoy Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade on August 25 from the comfort of your car if
you wish. I you prefer to watch from a chair or a blanket,
there will plenty of traditional seating space as well.
Movies start at as close to 8pm as sundown allows.
Bring a picnic or support our great vendors.
See you in the park!
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Circle of Care
“StarCatcher Music Fest”
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Free Meals for Hamden
Kids All Summer!
Did you know there are places in Hamden that serve FREE meals throughout the
summer to all kids and teens 18 and under?
What are Summer Meals?
The free Summer Meals are an extension of the National School Lunch Program when
school is out. They are federally funded programs through the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) and are administered by the CT State Department of Education.
Public schools or non-profit organizations typically make and distribute the meals
throughout the community. No registration of any kind required. Meals are 100% FREE
for people 18 years and younger.
What food is served?
Similar to the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs, the Summer
Meals Programs must meet federal nutrition guidelines. A nutritious meal composed of
fruits/vegetables, grains, protein, and milk is served. Meals must be eaten at the site.
Keefe Community Center

Harris and Tucker Day Care

11 Pine Street

412 Newhall Street

Breakfast 8:30am-9:30am

Breakfast 8:15am-9:15am

Lunch 12:00pm-1:00pm

Lunch 11:45am-12:45am

Christian Tabernacle Baptist Church
425 Newhall Street
Breakfast 7:30am-8:30am
Lunch 11:30am-12:30pm
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Tree Commission Names
July 2017 “Notable Tree”
The Hamden Tree Commission
is pleased to announce the Hamden
Notable Tree for the month of July,
2017. This white mulberry tree
(Morus alba) is located in the front
yard of a home in the Ridge Hill section of town. The mulberry is best
known for its fruit, which is a favorite
of birds and other wildlife. “Last week
a young fox spent some time on our
lawn enjoying the feast that had
dropped!” say the homeowners.
Unlike the red mulberry, which
is native to eastern and central North
America, the white mulberry is native
to China where its leaves have been
used as the primary food source of
silkworms for centuries. Since the native red mulberry was less suitable,
many white mulberry trees were plantWhite Mulberry tree (Morus alba) in the Ridge Hill section of
ed in Connecticut during the silk proHamden
duction craze of the early 19th century, and it is now more common in this
area than the red mulberry. The fruit and bark of both species have been used for medicinal purposes.
This particular tree is measured at 36 feet tall with a trunk circumference of 123 inches and a
canopy spread of 73 feet. The tree, with its wide low canopy, is perfectly situated on the property to
buffer the house from the street. Indeed, the homeowners affirm, “We often say that the mulberry provides shade, privacy, and a beauty that only a great old tree could provide!”
If you have a tree you would like to nominate, please send its location, an image and a few sentences describing the tree and what you think makes it notable to: help@hamden.com. Please include
your name, address, email and phone number as well. Or you can mail your nomination to the Hamden
Tree Commission care of the Mayor’s Office, Hamden Government Center, 2750 Dixwell Avenue,
Hamden, CT 06518.
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MiKro “Breaks Ground”
at Former Depot Site
MiKro, a craft beer and small plate restaurant located in 3000 Whitney Shopping Center on
Whitney Avenue is expanding. Owner Mike Farber, Mayor Curt Leng, and others attended the official
groundbreaking at the site of MiKro’s expansion at 0 Depot Road, on Sherman Avenue (behind
Dunkin’ Donuts) on Thursday, June 22nd.
“It brings me great pleasure to see one of Hamden’s most popular and respected restaurants expanding
here in Town. We are all very excited to work with Mr. Farber on MiKro’s expansion, and we look
forward to the fantastic commercial and community impacts this project will offer to Hamden.”
The total expected investment in the property will be $800,000 and will include internal renovations
and a large expansion. The Town of Hamden granted MiKro a tax abatement on the increased tax value
of the property for three years with five years to pay it back. The Town also waived a portion of the
building fees. The project will be completed in late 2017 or early 2018.
MiKro offers a variety of interesting brunch and dinner plates with a rotating lineup of craft beers from
breweries in Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, and other states. MiKro has become a local
favorite for an intimate pub setting with unique dining options.
“We’re glad that we were able to help Mike and his team with their plan to expand their business,” said
Hamden Economic Development and Neighborhood Revitalization Director Dale Kroop. “MiKro is
one of our most popular restaurants and we are glad to have been able to offer them help through the
Hamden Business Incentives Program.”
For more information about MiKro, click http://mikrobeerbar.com/.

Mayor Leng
“Breaks
Ground” with
the MiKro
Team!
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Clifford Beers Clinic Coming
to Hamden this Fall

Hamden is proud to announce that a Clifford Beers Clinic is expected to open in Hamden in late
Summer or early Fall of 2017.
Clifford Beers clinics started over a century ago, when a man of the same name was institutionalized for a suicide attempt. Following his release, Clifford Beers did pioneering work in developing
outpatient care- where patients could still live at home and receive two hours of treatment on a weekly
basis. There are now more than twenty Clifford Beers clinics in the Greater New Haven area, working
to give autistic children the community-based support they need.
“I would like to extend a hearty welcome to Clifford Beers Clinics as they begin preparations to
open their facilities here in Hamden. This new location stands to create a number of new professional
jobs here in Town, while also benefiting community members in need. I greatly look forward to the
successful opening of CBC here in Hamden, and the many positive impacts this facility will have for
our Town.”
The opening of the clinic is expected to generate between 10-30 jobs including CNA and administrative positions and will serve over 100 patients per day. The space the clinic will occupy is over
8,000 square feet and as the clinic expands, it would grow beyond 12,000 square feet. Clifford Beers
Clinics will coordinate with the Hamden Keefe Center, the Hamden Board of Education, and members
of the Hamden Regional Chamber of Commerce.
“We’re thrilled that a The Clifford Beers Autism Clinic will be opening here in the Town of
Hamden,” said Economic Development and Neighborhood Revitalization Director Dale Kroop. “The
people at Clifford Beers do an excellent job caring for their clients and the new jobs are always important. The collaboration between the Board of Education and our Community Service Programs will
be invaluable to the Town of Hamden.”

For more information about Clifford Beers Clinics, visit http://www.cliffordbeers.org/.
For more information regarding Hamden’s Economic Development Programs click
http://hamden-ct.com/.
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Hamden Announces New Tenants
In Former Toys R’ Us Location
Five years after becoming vacant the former Toys-R-Us space will have two new tenants in the
36,000 S.F. space at the Hamden Mart.
ALDI (https://www.aldi.us/)is a Food Market and Dry Goods store located throughout the United States and the world. Founded by the Albrecht family, ALDI now has more than 1,600 stores across
35 states, employs over 24,000 people and has been steadily growing since opening its first US store in
Iowa in 1976. The Hamden Aldi store will take approximately 20,000 Square Feet and is anticipated to
open in the spring of 2018. Approximately 50 jobs will be created.
“The Town of Hamden is thrilled to welcome ALDI to the Hamden Mart. For many years, our
Economic Development Department has worked tirelessly to fill the vacancy left by Toys-R-Us.
Thanks to the dedicated work of Director Kroop and his staff, we are very happy to report a “slamdunk” with the arrival of ALDI. The Town looks forward to the many benefits their presence will bring
to Hamden and residents at large.” said Mayor Curt Balzano Leng.
ALDI partners with a wide variety of growers – including some local farmers – to offer a wide
variety of fresh, in-season produce, including organic fruits and vegetables. From USDA Choice meats
to gluten-free and organic foods, we are committed to bringing our shoppers the highest quality products at the lowest possible prices.
The Wine Merchant which is currently located on the left of Walmart in the Hamden Mart, had
outgrown its space. It will take the remaining 15,000 SF of space.
In other news at the Hamden Mart, Burlington Clothing store will be open in the summer of
2017. Additionally a new Asian Fusion restaurant called Zzaam Korean BBQ, which will open this fall
in the former Muscle Maker space, next to Massage Envy. Kimko Realty, who owns and manages the
Hamden Mart will also have announcements later this year about two new retailers in the Mart.
“Retailers know that Hamden is a strong market for shopping in the Magic Mile. Our access to
the Wilber Cross Parkway and several other state roads makes access easy for retailers. We look forward to seeing people shop at these several new stores and eateries”, stated Dale Kroop, Director of
Economic Development and Neighborhood Revitalization.
For more information about ALDI visit https://www.aldi.us/. For more information about the
Wine Merchant, go to https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wine-Merchants/208539205911258. For more
information about Kimco Realty, go to https://www.kimcorealty.com/
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HazWaste Reminder
From Hamden’s Solid Waste & Recycling Dept.
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Hamden Public Library
Summer Reading List - August
AUGUST
Tues 8/1 3 p.m.

Fun with Magnets

3-5

Miller

Yes

Tues 8/1 3 p.m.

Solar Powered S’mores

Teen

Miller

Yes

Wed 8/2 10:30 a.m.

Movement & Music w/ Lynn Lewis

0-3

Miller

Yes

Thurs 8/3 10:30 a.m.

Rainsticks

6 and up

Miller

Yes

Thurs 8/3 3 p.m.

Lego®Club

4 and up

Comm

Yes

Thurs 8/3 4 p.m.

Science in Seconds 1

Gr. K-3

Whit

Yes

Fri 8/4 4 p.m.

Science in Seconds 2

Gr. K-3

Whit

Yes

Mon 8/7 10:30 a.m.

Rainy Days! Stories and Craft

3-5

Miller

Yes

Mon 8/7 2 p.m.

Endangered Species w/ CT Children’s Museum

Gr. K-4

Whit

Yes

Tues 8/8 3 p.m.

Coding with Scratch

6 and up

Miller

Yes

Tues 8/8 5 p.m.

Teen Finale: Ice Cream Social

Teen

Miller

Yes

Thurs 8/10 2:30 p.m.

Make a Rainstick

5-12

Comm

Yes

Fri. 8/11 2 p.m.

Lego® Club

6 and up

Miller

Yes

Tues 8/15 7 p.m.

Jackson Gillman presents: A Family
Cabaret

All

Miller

No

Miller = Miller Memorial Central Library 2901 Dixwell Ave. 203 230-3770;
Comm = Brundage Community Branch 91 Circular Ave. 203 287-2675
Whit = Whitneyville Branch 125 Carleton Street 203 287-2677
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HPL & HYSB’s
“Little Free Library”
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Heatwave Safety Tips
from Chief Berardesca
Message from Fire Chief Berardesca and Hamden Fire Department
about staying safe in a heatwave:
Many of us have enjoyed the warmer weather over the past few weeks but it is important to remember
that not everyone fares so well in high temperatures. For some a heatwave can be dangerous, triggering
breathing problems, heat exhaustion and dehydration.
This can be particularly true for older people or those with dementia who may not be able to care for
themselves properly. According to official figures, every degree above 25C causes 75 deaths a week,
and the high temperatures at the start of the month may have caused an extra death every 14 minutes.
Here are some tips to help everyone to keep well:


Stay inside during the hottest part of the day.



Ask if your pharmacist can drop off any medications you require and perhaps get shopping delivered from the supermarket or ask a neighbor to pick up the groceries you need.



Save any strenuous activities such as cutting the lawn or vacuuming for the cooler parts of the day.



During the day, close the curtains in rooms which get a lot of sun and try to spend time in the coolest parts of your home. Stop your bedroom over-heating during the day by keeping curtains and
blinds closed.



Drink plenty of fluids, even if you don’t feel thirsty. Jellies are a good way to boost your fluid intake and are refreshing if they have been stored in the fridge. Or try homemade ice pops made with
fruit juice.



Make up a jug of juice or water with ice cubes and keep it in the fridge so it is always at hand. However be careful of the choking hazard. Using drinking straws might help if you find it difficult to
increase your fluid intake.



Have a clean water spray to use on yourself or the air around you to cool it down or put a damp
cloth on your neck.
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How to Prepare and Safely Weather
Hurricanes & Tornados
WHAT IS A HURRICANE?
A hurricane is a type of tropical cyclone, the generic term for a low pressure system that generally
forms in the tropics. A typical cyclone is accompanied by thunderstorms, and in the Northern Hemisphere, a counterclockwise circulation of winds near the earth’s surface. The higher the rating, the more
damaging the wind will be.
Hurricanes can cause catastrophic damage to coastlines and several hundred miles inland. Winds can
exceed 155 miles per hour. Hurricanes and tropical storms can also spawn tornadoes and microbursts,
create storm surges along the coast, and cause extensive damage from heavy rainfall.
Hurricanes are classified into five categories based on their wind speed, central pressure, and damage
potential – Category Three and higher hurricanes are considered major hurricanes, though Categories
One and Two are still extremely dangerous and warrant your full attention. For more general information on hurricanes, visit FEMA’s site at http://www.ready.gov/hurricanes
The Atlantic hurricane season runs from June 1 to November 30; the principal threat period for
Connecticut is from mid-August to mid-October.
**Recommendations by the Connecticut Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection offer the following tips that all Connecticut residents take three simple preparedness steps: Get a kit,
make a plan, and stay informed”.**
Connecticut residents with mobile smartphones, Apple and Android devices, can download the
CTPrepares App., to access emergency information and alerts, free of charge, during an emergency event. Services on the mobile application include creating an interactive emergency
kit, developing a customized family communication plan, connect with utility companies, check weather reports, and have access to emergency preparation guides, so to be more informed during emergencies. Visit the CT.Gov Website: Emergency Management site at the following for more details
and to sign up: http://portal.ct.gov/Emergency-Preparedness/
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How to Prepare and Safely Weather
Hurricanes & Tornados
Recommended Items to Include in a Basic Emergency Supply Kit:


One gallon of water per person per day for at least three days, for drinking and sanitation




At least a three-day supply of non-perishable food
Battery-powered or hand crank radio and a NOAA Weather Radio with tone alert and extra batteries



for both
Flashlight and extra batteries



First aid kit



A whistle to signal for help
Dust mask, to help filter contaminated air and plastic sheeting and duct tape to shelter-in-place





Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties for personal sanitation
Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities
Can opener for food (if kit contains canned food)



Local maps



Cell phone with chargers, inverter or solar charger




Family Emergency Plan:


Identify an out of town contact. It may be easier to make a long-distance phone call than to call
across town, so an out-of-town contact may be in a better position to communicate among separated
family members.



Be sure every member of your family knows the phone number and has a cell phone, coins, or a prepaid phone card to call the emergency contact. If you have a cell phone, program that person(s) as
“ICE” (In Case of Emergency) in your phone. If you are in an accident, emergency personnel will
often check your ICE listings in order to get a hold of someone you know. Make sure to tell your
family and friends that you’ve listed them as emergency contacts.
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Teach family members how to use text messaging. Text messages can often get around network disruptions when a phone call might not be able to get through.



Subscribe to alert services. Many communities/states now have systems that will send instant text
alerts or e-mails to let you know about bad weather, road closings, local emergencies, etc. In Connecticut, go to www.ct.gov/ctalert to register for alerts.
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How to Prepare and Safely Weather
Hurricanes & Tornados
WHAT IS A TORNADO?
The Weather Channel describes a tornado as a violently rotating column of air extending between, and in contact with a cloud and the surface of the earth. Tornados are generally spawned by
thunderstorms, though they have been known to occur without the presence of lightning. Tornados can
come one at a time, or in clusters, and they can vary greatly in length, width, direction of travel and
speed.
FEMA has published the following facts and general information about tornadoes: Damage
paths can be in excess of one mile wide and 50 miles long. Every state is at some risk from this hazard.
Some tornadoes are clearly visible, while rain or nearby low-hanging clouds obscure others. Occasionally, tornadoes develop so rapidly that little, if any, advance warning is possible. Before a tornado hits,
the wind may die down and the air may become very still. A cloud of debris can mark the location of a
tornado even if a funnel is not visible. Tornadoes generally occur near the trailing edge of a thunderstorm. It is not uncommon to see clear, sunlit skies behind a tornado.



They may strike quickly, with little or no warning.
They may appear nearly transparent until dust and debris are picked up or a cloud forms in the funnel. The average tornado moves Southwest to Northeast, but tornadoes have been known to move in
any direction.



The average forward speed of a tornado is 30 MPH, but may vary from stationary to 70 MPH.
Tornadoes can accompany tropical storms and hurricanes as they move onto land.



Waterspouts are tornadoes that form over water.



Tornadoes are most frequently reported east of the Rocky Mountains during spring and summer
months.
Peak tornado season in the southern states is March through May; in the northern states, it is late
spring through early summer.
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Tornadoes are most likely to occur between 3 p.m. and 9 p.m., but can occur at any time.
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How to Prepare and Safely Weather
Hurricanes & Tornados
**Terms to help identify a tornado hazard:**
TORNADO WATCH:
 Tornadoes are possible. Remain alert for approaching storms. Watch the sky and stay tuned to NOAA Weather Radio, commercial radio, or television for information.
TORNADO WARNING:
 A tornado has been sighted or indicated by weather radar. Take shelter immediately.

Take Protective Measures:











Before a tornado, be alert to changing weather conditions.
Listen to NOAA Weather Radio or to commercial radio or television newscasts for the latest information.
Look for approaching storms.
Look for the following danger signs:
Dark, often greenish sky
Large hail
A large, dark, low-lying cloud (particularly if rotating)
Loud roar, similar to a freight train.
If you see approaching storms or any of the danger signs, be prepared to take shelter immediately.
For more information on FEMA safety measures, and how to build a “Safe Room” , visit: http://
www.ready.gov/tornadoes

HOW TO PLAN AND PREPARE:



Know what to do and where to go in an emergency
Know who is in charge of children and loved ones, neighbors who may be elderly or have special
needs, and pets



Know evacuation routes and public shelters in your area
Stock up on nonperishable food, water, medications and first aid supplies
Have a battery-powered radio and extra batteries



Have an emergency travel kit that includes food, water, battery-powered radio, flashlight and first



aid supplies
Consider food insurance through the National Flood Insurance Program and take pictures of your
belongings before the disaster strikes.
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How to Prepare and Safely Weather
Hurricanes & Tornados



IF A HURRICANE/TORNADO THREATENS:
Secure your home with storm shutters or plywood and stow outdoor objects



If you have a boat, secure it
Trim trees and shrubs around your home and clear clogged rain gutters and downspouts



Fill the bathtub with water and keep the refrigerators closed



Keep cell phone charged and avoid using them except for serious emergencies
Fill up your car’s gas tank and have your emergency kit ready to go
Listen to your local radio and TV stations for further updates






EVACUATE IF


Told to do so by local authorities



You live in a mobile home or temporary structure
You live in a high-rise building. Hurricane winds are stronger at higher elevations (If you don’t



have time to evacuate pick a place in a hallway in the center of the building)






You live on the coast, on a flood plan, near a river, or on an inland waterway
You feel you are in danger
IF YOU CAN’T EVACUATE
Seek shelter in the lowest level of your home (basement or storm cellar). If there is no basement, go
to an inner hallway, a smaller interior room, or a closet. Keep away from all windows.
Close all inside doors and secure and brace outside doors



Keep curtains and blinds closed
Do not go outside if the storm dies down; it could be the eye of the storm and winds will pick up
again
Make sure you have a portable radio, preferably a NOAA weather radio



IF YOU’RE OUTSIDE
Try to get inside and seek a small protected space with no windows



Avoid large-span roof areas such as school gymnasiums, arenas, or shopping malls



If you cannot get inside, crouch for protection beside a strong structure or lie flat in a ditch or lowlying area and cover your head and neck with your arms or a piece of clothing
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How to Prepare and Safely Weather
Hurricanes & Tornados
IF YOU’RE IN YOUR CAR


Try to drive to the closest sturdy shelter



If flying debris occurs while you are driving pull over and park. Now you have the following options as a last resort:
Stay in the car with the seat belt on. Put your head down below the windows, covering with your




hands and a blanket if possible
If you can safely get noticeably lower than the level of the roadway, exit your car and lie in that area, covering your head with your hands.

CLICK HERE FOR INFORMATION ON HOW TO PREPARE FOR AND HANDLE POWER
OUTAGES FOR MEDICAL DEVICES THAT REQUIRE ELECTRICITY.

WATCH YOUR WATER
After a storm or other natural disaster, public water supplies and private wells may not be safe to drink.
Water that is dark, has an odor, or has floating pieces should not be used.
For more information on public drinking water visit :http://www.ct.gov/dph/publicdrinkingwater
For more information on private wells and disinfection visit: http://www.ct.gov/dph/privatewells

ELECTRICAL WIRES
Strong winds from a hurricane can knock down electrical wires. Some of these wires may be live. If
you see a downed wire, DO NOT TOUCH IT as it could shock you and even kill you. Report it to your
local police or fire department.

FLOODING
Severe rain during a hurricane could cause flooding which may cause structural damage, mold and loosen asbestos or lead pieces. Roads may be flooded and bridges washed out so avoid driving in flooded
areas.

MOLD
Water damage will cause mold to grow in your home. Porous items that have stayed wet in a home for
more than 48 hours should be removed and thrown away. For more information about mold visit: http://www.ct.gov/dph/mold
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FOOD
Food may spoil if there is a loss of electricity. Check for and throw away any spoiled food.

ANIMALS
Snakes, rodents, raccoons, and other wild animals may have been driven out of their homes by damage
from the storm as well. When working around your home, be aware of animals as they may bite or carry disease.

INSECTS
Standing water after the storm can be the perfect place for disease-causing insects, like mosquitoes, to
lay eggs. Empty out containers with standing water.
FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
http://www.ct.gov/demhs/site/default.asp
http://www.ct.gov/cid/cwp/view.asp?a=3299&Q=461660
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/prepare/place_to_go.shtml
http://www.weather.gov/
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Police Department
Monthly Update
More than 10 years after being promoted to serve as Hamden’s Chief
of Police, Thomas J. Wydra has been named to the Connecticut Police Officer
Standards and Training Council, the state agency that oversees police training.
Wydra was appointed to the council by Gov. Dannel P. Malloy on June 28th,
2017. He fills a vacant seat on the Connecticut Police Chiefs Association.
Since being promoted to Hamden’s top law enforcement post in 2006, Wydra’s leadership has allowed the local department to become a model for 21stcentury policing. Now as a member of the POST Council, Wydra is slated to
lead the state’s future officers.
Commenting on his appointment, Chief Wydra said, “I am honored to
be appointed by the Governor to the Police Officers Standards and Training
Council. I will do my best to contribute in a meaningful way to the work of the board, which includes
the vital areas of police training and certification standards and are among the best in the nation.”
After graduating from the Connecticut Police Academy in June 1993, Wydra worked as a patrol
officer until July 1996 when he was transferred to the Street Crime Unit and assigned as an investigator.
Fast-forward to 2001, Wydra was promoted to sergeant and assigned to the Patrol Division as a supervisor. In 2002, he was promoted again to lieutenant and assigned as a patrol shift commander. During
2005, Wydra was promoted to the rank of deputy chief after he scored first on the examination for the
position. He was assigned the commander of the Investigative Services Division, which included the
Detective Division and Special Victims and Crime Scene units. With nearly 25 years of law enforcement experience, Wydra’s background will be instrumental in educating future police officers.
Also commenting on Chief Wydra’s appointment, Mayor Curt Leng expressed his sentiments;
“Chief Wydra’s many years of experience and deeply personal connection to effective, fair, and just
law enforcement standards exemplify his qualifications for this position. Chief Wydra has served as a
shining example of the effectiveness of 21st Century law enforcement techniques and policies, and his
impact as the leader of Hamden’s law enforcement personnel is unparalleled. He will serve as an excellent addition to the POST Council and I wish him the greatest success in his new role.”
The POST Council is tasked with overseeing police training and setting the standards
departments must meet to gain accreditation. Council members are also responsible for adopting
and enforcing professional standards for certification of police officers.
“Since taking over the reins as Hamden’s top cop, Chief Wydra has a proven track record of
successfully integrating police officers into the community. His multi-disciplinary approach to
law enforcement has allowed the department to avail itself to new technology and conduct deescalation, conflict resolution and community mediation training for its police officers. Chief Wydra’s
unmatched level of respect, preparedness and kindness makes him a distinguished leader in our community. As a newly appointed member to the POST Council, I’m excited to see how Chief Wydra will use
his experience to help educate our future officers,” said state Rep. Mike D’Agostino, D-Hamden
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Information Guide
July 2017
Helpful Resources

Upcoming Events

Hamden Youth Services:
 Program Guide

Food Truck Fridays
Summer Concert Series

Hamden Elderly Services:
 August 2017 Newsletter
 August 2017 Miller Café Menu
 August 2017 Miller Café Choice
Menu
Hamden Arts & Recreation:
 Arts and Rec Program Registration
Hamden Public Library
 Calendar of Events
 www.hamdenlibrary.org

Family Concert Series
National Night Out
Dessert Festival & Movie Series
The Diaper Bank Event
P.L.A.C.E. Festival & Color Run

ANNOUNCEMENTS


Motor Vehicle Tax Bills Delayed!



2017 Bicycle Patrol Routes Available Now!



HazWaste Central Now Open!



Campaign Finance Pilot Program



Like us on FACEBOOK & Follow us on TWITTER
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