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A statement from Mayor Leng regarding traffic  

enforcement in Hamden.  
 

 I understand the need for, and the community desire for, expanded 

traffic enforcement to complement the physical traffic calming and pedestrian 

safety improvements being made. We all want to make our roads safer. 

 Residents want our Town to reacquire a reputation for being a place 

where speeding and traffic enforcement is taken very seriously - and safety is 

our top priority. I share your desire, as does Police Chief Wydra and our 

Traffic Commission. 

 I am very pleased to report that increased traffic enforcement by our 

Hamden Police Department has recently begun and will continue throughout 

the summer. This "soft opening" has already produced results. Ridge Road, 

Hartford Turnpike, Shepard Avenue, West Todd Street and Evergreen Ave-

nue were some of the first streets to start receiving the enhanced enforcement. 

 Coming in June, there will be a further expansion of Hamden's in-

creased traffic enforcement throughout Town, including a media campaign 

designed to inform our residents and stakeholders that Hamden is taking our 

efforts to calm traffic and make Hamden a safer community to the next level. 

Enforcement in June will include such areas as West Woods Road, areas of 

Whitney Avenue, at key intersections, and areas of Dixwell Avenue at key 

locations including at and around Hamden High School and more. 

 Additional locations have been given as requests and will be included 

in June and July. This process will continue for the foreseeable future as we 

work to help change the mentality of people driving on Hamden roads. 

 Continued on page 9 
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Greetings Fellow Hamdenites -  

  

 Welcome back to the monthly ñTown Hall Newsletterò. This 

month, some dry, but important budget info, road and sidewalk plan-

ning discussion and some Summer event announcements that all Ham-

den residents should enjoy.  

 

 Connecticutôs Legislature has still not reached consensus on 

the State's upcoming Biennial Budget ï leaving Hamden and all CT 

municipalities in the unfortunate situation of being left in the dark as 

to what our State municipal aid will be. Hamden, like all others, is 

caught in a balancing act trying to ensure fiscally sound, balanced, 

Town budgets (Hamden's has achieved 5 straight balanced budgets); 

while trying to understand the impact of the various State changes that 

are occurring. We continue to work with our State Legislators to deter-

mine what to expect from the State. Originally recommended, Hamden 

was set to net a $10M increase in State funding, mainly for education, which is long overdue after 15+ 

years of underfunding. 

 

With the State's more recent darker financial outlook, Hamden now simply hopes to hold on to 

what we already have and trust the State will allow municipalities to diversify our revenue in order to 

stop the over-reliance on the regressive property tax.  

 

Additionally, after historic levels of investment in our street paving, sidewalk repair and traffic 

calming investments in 2016, we are right back at it again, with plans for similar major infrastructure 

investment. You have probably seen sidewalk work and tree plantings occurring in numerous neighbor-

hoods in Town already, with so much more to come! Our 2017 street paving planning is underway, with 

work scheduled to start in late summer. Finally, as a bit of a preview, we're optimistic that the Town 

will be successful in achieving a major grant that would fund 80% of over $2.5M of construction of 

sidewalk connection/pedestrian safety work planned for 4 needed areas in Town! I hope to report more 

on this in an upcoming issue.   

 

 On a much lighter and optimistic note, Hamdenôs ñ2017 Summer of Funò is gearing up to be 

one of our greatest ever, as we welcome the 10th Anniversary of the Hamden Farmerôs Market, the an-

nual Summer Solstice Food Truck Festival, the annual Summer Movie Series, and the extremely suc-

cessful Summer Concert Series. The Hamden Arts Commission and Town Center Park Commission 

have been working hard throughout the year to bring our residents the high level of performers and pro-

grams we are becoming known for! All of these activities, and more, are detailed within this newsletter 

- make sure you check them out and make your way down to Town Center Park this summer! 

 

         Until next time,  

          Curt Balzano Leng 

          Mayor 
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A Message From The  
Hamden Veterans Commission 

 

 Once again we, the Veterans Commission, along with Town Officials had to make the difficult 

decision to cancel Hamdenôs Memorial Day Parade. What doesnôt get cancelled, however, is the cere-

mony held yearly after the parade at Veterans Monument at Hamden Middle School. 

 

 Up until last year, this ceremony has been done outside, but because of the threat of rain, we 

moved it inside to the Veterans Memorial Auditorium. How appropriate for such an event!  It was won-

derful. Thereôs AC, water, rest rooms, and plenty of comfortable seating to observe the true meaning of 

the holiday. 

 

 Because of that experience, we, as a Commission, decided to hold the ceremony inside each 

year. The 45 min informal, yet meaningful ceremony gives community members a chance to reflect on 

the day and the Commission the opportunity to celebrate Parade Grand Marshals, veteran Fred Baselice 

and citizen Vera Morrison. 

 

 At the conclusion of the ceremony, the audience traveled outside to the monument where 

wreaths from the various veterans groups are placed and the flags are raised to full staff. 

 

 This remembrance ceremony will fulfill your desire to acknowledge and honor those who sacri-

ficed all. A very special thank you to those who attended this year. We certainly appreciated your pres-

ence. Next year, rain or shine, parade or not, an open invitation is extended you and yours to attend this 

commemorative event.  

 

         Elissa Lupi 

         Hamdenôs Veterans Commission 



 

Hamden Arts Commission 
Summer Concert Series 
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