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Traffic Enforcement Increase
Underway In Hamden
A statement from Mayor Leng regarding traffic
enforcement in Hamden.
I understand the need for, and the community desire for, expanded
traffic enforcement to complement the physical traffic calming and pedestrian
safety improvements being made. We all want to make our roads safer.
Residents want our Town to reacquire a reputation for being a place
where speeding and traffic enforcement is taken very seriously - and safety is
our top priority. I share your desire, as does Police Chief Wydra and our
Traffic Commission.
I am very pleased to report that increased traffic enforcement by our
Hamden Police Department has recently begun and will continue throughout
the summer. This "soft opening" has already produced results. Ridge Road,
Hartford Turnpike, Shepard Avenue, West Todd Street and Evergreen Avenue were some of the first streets to start receiving the enhanced enforcement.
Coming in June, there will be a further expansion of Hamden's increased traffic enforcement throughout Town, including a media campaign
designed to inform our residents and stakeholders that Hamden is taking our
efforts to calm traffic and make Hamden a safer community to the next level.
Enforcement in June will include such areas as West Woods Road, areas of
Whitney Avenue, at key intersections, and areas of Dixwell Avenue at key
locations including at and around Hamden High School and more.
Additional locations have been given as requests and will be included
in June and July. This process will continue for the foreseeable future as we
work to help change the mentality of people driving on Hamden roads.
Continued on page 9
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A Letter From
Mayor Curt Leng
Greetings Fellow Hamdenites Welcome back to the monthly “Town Hall Newsletter”. This
month, some dry, but important budget info, road and sidewalk planning discussion and some Summer event announcements that all Hamden residents should enjoy.
Connecticut’s Legislature has still not reached consensus on
the State's upcoming Biennial Budget – leaving Hamden and all CT
municipalities in the unfortunate situation of being left in the dark as
to what our State municipal aid will be. Hamden, like all others, is
caught in a balancing act trying to ensure fiscally sound, balanced,
Town budgets (Hamden's has achieved 5 straight balanced budgets);
while trying to understand the impact of the various State changes that
are occurring. We continue to work with our State Legislators to determine what to expect from the State. Originally recommended, Hamden
was set to net a $10M increase in State funding, mainly for education, which is long overdue after 15+
years of underfunding.
With the State's more recent darker financial outlook, Hamden now simply hopes to hold on to
what we already have and trust the State will allow municipalities to diversify our revenue in order to
stop the over-reliance on the regressive property tax.
Additionally, after historic levels of investment in our street paving, sidewalk repair and traffic
calming investments in 2016, we are right back at it again, with plans for similar major infrastructure
investment. You have probably seen sidewalk work and tree plantings occurring in numerous neighborhoods in Town already, with so much more to come! Our 2017 street paving planning is underway, with
work scheduled to start in late summer. Finally, as a bit of a preview, we're optimistic that the Town
will be successful in achieving a major grant that would fund 80% of over $2.5M of construction of
sidewalk connection/pedestrian safety work planned for 4 needed areas in Town! I hope to report more
on this in an upcoming issue.
On a much lighter and optimistic note, Hamden’s “2017 Summer of Fun” is gearing up to be
one of our greatest ever, as we welcome the 10th Anniversary of the Hamden Farmer’s Market, the annual Summer Solstice Food Truck Festival, the annual Summer Movie Series, and the extremely successful Summer Concert Series. The Hamden Arts Commission and Town Center Park Commission
have been working hard throughout the year to bring our residents the high level of performers and programs we are becoming known for! All of these activities, and more, are detailed within this newsletter
- make sure you check them out and make your way down to Town Center Park this summer!
Until next time,
Curt Balzano Leng
Mayor
PAGE 2

Volume 2, Issue 5

A Message From The
Hamden Veterans Commission

Once again we, the Veterans Commission, along with Town Officials had to make the difficult
decision to cancel Hamden’s Memorial Day Parade. What doesn’t get cancelled, however, is the ceremony held yearly after the parade at Veterans Monument at Hamden Middle School.
Up until last year, this ceremony has been done outside, but because of the threat of rain, we
moved it inside to the Veterans Memorial Auditorium. How appropriate for such an event! It was wonderful. There’s AC, water, rest rooms, and plenty of comfortable seating to observe the true meaning of
the holiday.
Because of that experience, we, as a Commission, decided to hold the ceremony inside each
year. The 45 min informal, yet meaningful ceremony gives community members a chance to reflect on
the day and the Commission the opportunity to celebrate Parade Grand Marshals, veteran Fred Baselice
and citizen Vera Morrison.
At the conclusion of the ceremony, the audience traveled outside to the monument where
wreaths from the various veterans groups are placed and the flags are raised to full staff.
This remembrance ceremony will fulfill your desire to acknowledge and honor those who sacrificed all. A very special thank you to those who attended this year. We certainly appreciated your presence. Next year, rain or shine, parade or not, an open invitation is extended you and yours to attend this
commemorative event.
Elissa Lupi
Hamden’s Veterans Commission
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Hamden Arts Commission
Summer Concert Series
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Summer Solstice Festival
June 16th, 2017

To celebrate the opening of the 2017 Town Center Park season, Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is
pleased to announce that Hamden Town Center Park will once again host the annual “Summer Solstice
Food Truck Festival” on Friday, June 16th, from 4:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Close to 40 local and regional vendors will be serving up their specialties along with musical entertainment for all.
Among the confirmed food vendors at press time are: Caseus, Chompers, Christano’s Mobile Pizza,
Hot Donuts & Lemonade, Dad’s Food Truck, DiSorbo’s Bakery, EZStreats, Four Flours Baking Company,
Fryborg, Baskin Robbins, Sugar Cupcakery & Bakery, Mama Dee’s Italian Kitchen, Mamoun’s, Meriano’s
Bakery, Moon Rocks Gourmet, Poppy’s Pizza, The Poutine Truck, Shoreline Prime, Spuds Your Way, Sultan Kebab, The Cupcake Chick, Szabo’s Seafood, Tipsy Cones, Uncle D’s Blazin BBQ, Popcentric Gourmet Icepops, Ted’s Steamed Cheeseburgers, Jesse Ray’s BBQ, and The Cinnamon Stand. The Town is coordinating with even more of your favorite vendors from our previous festivals, and we expect no less than
3 dozen fantastic vendors in total!
Returning this summer to provide musical entertainment and merriment for all, “Summertime Johnny” will take the stage along with DJ Rachel for a classic mix of rock favorites and a medley of new tunes.
Additionally, the Town will be bringing back the very popular “Kids’ Zone” adjacent to Josh’s Jungle Playground and will offer children’s activities and entertainment provided by the Hamden Youth Services Bureau. The Town will have some seating available, but attendees are encouraged to bring chairs and blankets
for a true picnic in the park. Parking is available at the Hamden Library, Hamden Middle School, Hamden
Government Center, Hamden Memorial Town Hall and Police Department and on the South Lawn of Town
Center Park.
Mayor Leng said, “We are very excited to kick off the first weekend of summer with one of Hamden’s most recognized and beloved community gatherings—right in the heart of Hamden, Town Center
Park! As always, we hope you can come on out, meet your neighbors, sample some delicious food, listen to
music, let your kids enjoy Josh’s Jungle Playground and kick the summer off right!”

For the latest information on this and all Town Center Park events, including up to date vendor lineups,
parking information and more, please visit www.facebook.com/hamdentowncenterpark.
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Town Center Park
Dessert Festival & Movie Series
The Town of Hamden is once again gearing
up to host our 4th Annual “Dessert Festival”
and Summer Movie Series!
Join us on Friday, August 4th, as Dessert Fest
IV returns to the Park, along with a showing
of Zootopia on the giant screen. We’ll feature
food, with a focus on desserts, starting at 6:00
pm, along with a Kids Dance Party hosted by
DJ Bry. The movie will start shortly after
8:15pm (as soon as it dark enough).
You’ll have the time of your life on Friday,
August 11 as the classic Dirty Dancing is
shown.
On Friday, August 18, get ready to roll on down Route 66 to Radiator Springs and enjoy the
Pixar classic Cars.
For our last Friday in August, we will bring out the big screen and reconfigure the park drive-in style!
Drive up and enjoy Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade on August 25 from the comfort of your car if
you wish. I you prefer to watch from a chair or a blanket,
there will plenty of traditional seating space as well.
Movies start at as close to 8pm as sundown allows.
Bring a picnic or support our great vendors.
See you in the park!
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Hamden Farmer’s Market
Opens Thursday, June 29th
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is pleased to announce that the
Town of Hamden Farmer’s Market will be returning for its 10th
season! This year, the Market will be held on Thursday evenings, from 4:00pm—7:30pm, starting Thursday, June 29th and
running through Thursday, October 5th, 2017. As always, the
Farmer’s Market is located next to Josh's Jungle Playground in
Hamden’s Town Center Park. Access to the market is via the
lower parking lot of the Miller Cultural Complex (2901 Dixwell
Avenue) and is easily accessible to all. Parking is free and plentiful.
This year, the Town has lined up a diverse array of food
vendors, specialty craft vendors, and visiting organizations who cant wait to share their products and
services with Hamden’s residents. With over two dozen vendors, there will be something to catch everyone’s interest. The market will have a variety of food trucks and food vendors with items such as locally grown produce, prepared foods, soups, and baked goods. There will also be plenty of stations that
provide extras such as free children’s activities, home-made products, as well as local crafts. This year,
the Town also plans to host a “special activity” or guest vendor each week—with concepts such as bulk
paper and document shredding days, electronics recycling opportunities, lightbulb exchanges, and composting tutorials all in the works! Hamden Youth Services and the Hamden Police Department will
also be onsite, and will host an awesome array of arts and crafts projects for kids. Finally, the Town is
also looking for musical talent to perform on select dates throughout the duration of the market. Interested performers should email pdonnelly@hamden.com.
“The Farmer’s Market has become an institution in the Town of Hamden. It provides our residents with access to fresh local produce and a
place to meet their neighbors and support local business. We are excited to carry on Hamden’s summer traditions and continue to build a
sense of community amongst our residents.” said Mayor Leng.
The Farmer’s Market begins Thursday, June 29th and ends
Thursday, October 5h. We invite all Hamden residents and visitors to
join us for all the food, shopping and fun this summer!
For the latest information on this and all Town Center Park events, please visit
www.facebook.com/hamdentowncenterpark.
PAGE 7

Volume 2, Issue 5

Heroes Tunnel
Public Information Meeting
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Traffic Enforcement Increase
Underway In Hamden (cont’d)
Hamden's renewed focus on traffic enforcement is designed to slow down traffic, make Hamden
a more pedestrian friendly Town and increase the general safety and wellbeing of our residents, businesses and visitors. I am also pleased to report that Chief Wydra will be compiling statistics and totals
on the numbers of cars stopped, actions taken and comparison to the levels before this new effort began.
We will be happy to share this information with you on a regular basis.
As you know, the Traffic Commission, the Police Chief and I spend considerable time focusing
on, planning for and implementing traffic calming and related improvements in an area of municipal
service that has become a near daily focus. The input and participation from the community has been a
key ingredient since Hamden began traffic calming efforts some years last.
In addition to this community input, the Town has also been working in cooperation with Parsons Brinckerhoff, a multinational engineering and design firm which specializes in infrastructure and
community planning projects, to identify useful and significant traffic calming solutions in key areas
throughout Hamden. The Hamden Traffic Authority recently completed its review of an Evaluation of
Traffic and Safety Conditions report, prepared by Parsons Brinckerhoff, for the West Todd Street at
Joyce Road II junction. In the coming weeks and months, the Hamden Traffic Authority will move forward, in cooperation with the Hamden Police, Traffic, and Engineering Departments, to implement appropriate recommendations for improvement as detailed within the report. The full report is available
for download HERE.
Even further, Parsons Brinckerhoff also recently completed a full report on the Ridge Road Corridor, and returned recommendations to the Hamden Traffic Authority, Mayor, and Police Chief. The
recommendations will be reviewed in the coming weeks to determine which improvement recommendations best suit Hamden’s needs. The full report is available for download HERE.
Thank you for your patience while we have prepared this launch and make sure to pass the word
along to your neighbors that everyone needs to drive more slowly, safely, follow traffic rules and remain focused on the road.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Chief Wydra or myself. We look forward
to working together to make Hamden a safer driving community.

Very sincerely,
Curt Balzano Leng
Mayor
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Hamden Saves Residents More Than 110k
With the ProAct Rx Discount Card
The Town of Hamden has provided residents with
a prescription drug discount card program since August,
2013. Hamden endorsed the ProAct program, which is
administered by The Connecticut Conference of Municipalities, in an effort to provide financial relief at the pharmacy counter for residents who are uninsured and underinsured. Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is pleased to report
that since the program began approximately 3 years ago;
Hamden residents have collectively saved more than
$113k and have filled more than 2,600 prescriptions
claims with the assistance of the program. By endorsing
the prescription discount card program, the Town of
Hamden is one of over 120 municipalities throughout
Connecticut that has helped ensure that its residents have
access to more affordable medications regardless of their
insurance status. Under the Town of Hamden’s program,
every prescription medication is eligible to receive some level of discount; even some pet medications
are covered.
“I am pleased with the results of this program. Hamden’s collaboration with the Connecticut
Conference of Municipalities has allowed residents who are uninsured or underinsured to alleviate significant expenses associated with their prescription costs.” said Mayor Curt Balzano Leng.
The discount card program is offered free to residents of the Town of Hamden and there are no
enrollment forms or prerequisites to use the discount card. Everyone in Hamden is eligible to participate. Simply present the discount card at your local pharmacy when filling a new prescription and start
saving.
Residents can obtain new cards, replace lost cards, or get additional cards for family members
at the Hamden Government Center, 2750 Dixwell Avenue, The Keefe Community Center, 11 Pine
Street, and The Hamden Senior Center, 2901 Dixwell Avenue. If residents have access to the internet
they may also print out discount cards online by visiting www.CTRxDiscountCard.com and selecting
the Town of Hamden from the dropdown menu.
The discount card can be used at most pharmacies within the Town and residents can log onto
www.CTRxDiscountCard.com to find their nearest participating pharmacy or to look up the cost of
their medications with the program. For those who do not have access to the internet, you can call the
toll free ProAct help desk at 1-877-776-2285 to request an additional card or to ask any questions concerning the discount card program.
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“Positive Choices”
Billboard Design Contest Winners
The Town of Hamden Youth Services Bureau,
Hamden Public Schools and the Hamden Youth Network with
support from Outfront Media, has sponsored a Substance
Abuse Prevention Billboard Design Contest through a grant
from the Department of Mental Health and Addiction
Services. This contest is in support of the Hamden Youth
Network’s prevention efforts to keep Hamden youth involved
in positive activities and away from unhealthy substances such
as alcohol, tobacco and drugs.
Three billboard designs were selected as winners by a
judging panel of town and school officials, and community
members. All winners are Hamden High School students. The
first prize winner is Annika Swift, a senior. She will receive a
$1,000.00 prize and her design will be featured on three billboards. Second place winner is Noah Hodgkins, a junior. He will receive a $500 prize and have his design featured on two billboards. Third place
winner is Dana Chea, a senior. She will receive a $250.00 prize and have her design featured on one
billboard. The first billboard will be installed the first week in June and the others will be installed
throughout the summer. Each billboard will be displayed for 28 days.
There were some meaningful and a wonderful designs and messages submitted by all 31 talented students. The judges were definitely challenged. The winners and all participants will be recognized
at a ceremony on Wednesday, June 14, 2017 at Hamden Memorial Town Hall in the Legislative Council Chambers, 6:00-7:00 p.m. Mayor Curt Balzano Leng and Superintendent Jody Goeler will present
the awards. Family, friends and community members are all welcome to attend.

South Central Regional Council of Government
“Call to Action”
Your input is needed! The South Central Regional Council of Governments (SCRCOG) has issued a public online survey to assist the 15-town region prepare an update to the regional Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD).
Please visit the link below to take the survey.
http://scrcog.org/regional-public-survey-released-plan-of-conservation-and-development/
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National Night Out
Got Talent?
On Tuesday August 1st, the Town of Hamden will be celebrating its National Night Out event.
The National Night Out Planning Committee is looking for energetic local performers to show case
their talents at this year’s National Night Out event. This event has more than 1,000 local residents in
attendance every year and is a great place to showcase your talents. Hamden’s National Night Out is a
fun free evening of over 50 community organizations, entertainment, children’s activities, raffles, a
cook out and much more! The event will take place at Villano Park in Hamden 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m..
For the past eight years, Hamden has ranked in the top 40 in the nation compared to similar sized cities
and towns for the event and Project 365 “Clean, Safe and Beautiful Neighborhoods” (a continuation of
National Night Out).
National Night Out is celebrating its 33rd year and is held in communities throughout the nation.
It serves to: (1) Heighten crime and drug prevention awareness; (2) Generate support for, and participation in, local anti-crime efforts; (3) Strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-community partnerships;
and (4) Send a message to criminals letting them know neighborhoods are organized and fighting back.
If you are interested in sharing your talent at this event please send a video of your performance
to Susan srubino@hamden.com or by Mail to the Keefe Center at 11 Pine Street Hamden, CT 06514
ATTN: Susan Rubino. Please send your video no later than July 7th. y 2ndSession 1:

Tuesday

Police Union Tentative Agreement Changes
& Cost Savings Efforts
The Town has reached a complete tentative agreement for a successor collective bargaining
agreement with the Hamden Police Union., The tentative Agreement has been ratified by the bargaining
unit. This comes after nearly 3 years of negotiations.
The attached memo outlines the basic changes in general wage increase
(GWI), health insurance cost sharing increases and various efforts to improve
Department Operations and providing both present day cost-savings and newly
established future cost-savings related to future hires.
Please refer to the attached memo, HERE, for more information.
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2017
Thornton Wilder Awards
Established by the Friends of the Hamden library in 1987 with a bequest from Isabel Wilder,
(Thornton Wilder’s sister), the competition became a collaboration of the Library and Arts Commission
with the 2016 awards. It is open to all high school students in New Haven county. This year there were
147 entrants competing. The winners were:
1st place Prose - Kasey Dugan
1st place Poetry - Daniel Kuriakose
2nd place Prose - Franziska Lee
2nd place Poetry - Patricia Collins
Honorable Mention Prose - Karlyn Jackson
Honorable Mention Poetry - Mia McClain
1st place winners received $500, 2nd place, $300, and Honorable Mention, $50.

Daniel Kuriakose receives the 1st place prize for Poetry from Mayor Curt Leng
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Make Your Beagle Legal
By June 30th!
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Hamden Tree Commission’s
“May 2017 Notable Tree”

The Hamden Tree Commission is pleased to announce the Hamden Notable Tree for the month
of May, 2017. This beautiful weeping higan cherry (more commonly known as weeping cherry) is located in the Dunbar Hill neighborhood of Hamden. It was nominated by a Hamden resident who frequently drives by and has admired the tree. The weeping cherry (Prunus subhirtella var. pendula) is a
deciduous tree native to Japan and is a favorite ornamental across the United States.
The weeping cherry is most recognizable by its white or pink flowers which bloom in March
or April. This particular tree is over 36 feet tall with a single knurled trunk that is 164 inches in circumference. Its canopy spread is 65 feet. The Hamden Tree Commission speculates that this is one of
the largest weeping cherry trees in the Town.
If you have a tree you would like to nominate, please send its location, an image and a few
sentences describing the tree and what you think makes it notable to: help@hamden.com. Please include your name, address, email and phone number as well. Or you can mail your nomination to the
Hamden Tree Commission care of the Mayor’s Office, Hamden Government Center, 2750 Dixwell
Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518.
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“Save a Suit”
June 6th
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Monthly Police Department
Update

The Law Enforcement Torch run will proceed through Hamden on 6/9/2017 starting at the Cheshire
Line at approximately 3:10pm and continue on Whitney Ave to the Hamden Police Department at approximately 4:10pm. The run will began again from the HPD at 4:22pm and proceed down Dixwell
Ave to SCSU where the run will be completed at 5:15pm.
Come out and cheer on the Hamden Police Department runners as they go by!!
What is the Law Enforcement Torch Run?
The Law Enforcement Torch Run® (LETR) is the largest public awareness vehicle and grass-roots
fundraiser for Special Olympics. Known honorably as Guardians of the Flame, law enforcement members and Special Olympics athletes carry the “Flame of Hope” into the Opening Ceremony of local
competitions, and into Special Olympics State, Provincial, National, Regional and World Games. Annually, more than 97,000 dedicated and compassionate law enforcement members carry the “Flame of
Hope,” symbolizing courage and celebration of diversity uniting communities around the globe.
In 2015, dedicated law enforcement volunteers raised $55 million for Special Olympics programs
around the World. Over $619 million has been raised since the inception of the LETR.
There are 112 LETR programs in 45 countries.
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Community Event Spotlight
Hamden Regional Chamber Annual
Golf & Tennis Charity Tournament
The Hamden Regional Chamber of Commerce announces its upcoming Madras Open - Charity Golf & Tennis Tournament presented by Toyota of Wallingford to be held Monday June 12 at the
Farms Country Club in Wallingford. The Chamber is proud to partner again for the fifth year with
Make-A-Wish Connecticut to enable a local child with a life threatening medical condition to fulfill
their wish. There will be a four person scramble format for golfers and a four person format for tennis
players. Registration begins at 10:45am followed by lunch. Shotgun start at 1pm. Individual golfer
is $250; foursomes are $900. Individual tennis players is $125; team of four are $450. Tennis registration begins at 1pm.
There will be lunch, a cocktail hour, dinner and a well-stocked silent auction and raffle, along
with the awards presentation. Tickets are also available to join us for cocktails and dinner which includes the live and silent action to support a local Make A Wish family at $65.00 per ticket. Each
golfer and tennis player will also have their choice of two premium concerts tickets to either the Toyota Oakdale Theatre or the Xfinity Theater compliments of Live Nation.
Also, get a chance to win a trip to Pebble Beach and watch Eric Lunt, 2013 World Long Drive
Championship Qualifier assist golfers for charity on a Par 5 hole. Eric produces golf ball speeds in
excess of over 200 mph and drives over 400 yards…who couldn’t use a little help!

To register or to learn about sponsorship opportunities for your organization, visit
www.HamdenRegionalChamber.com or calling 203-288-6431.
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Information Guide
February 2017
Helpful Resources
Hamden Youth Services:
 Program Guide

Upcoming Events
5th Annual Hamden 5K Road Race
& 1K Kid's Fun Run

Hamden Elderly Services:
 June 2017 Newsletter
 June 2017 Miller Café Menu
 June 2017 Miller Café Choice
Menu
Hamden Arts & Recreation:
 Arts and Rec Program Registration
Hamden Public Library
 Calendar of Events
 www.hamdenlibrary.org

2017 Summer Solstice Festival
HRCC Annual Golf & Tennis
Tournament
The Diaper Bank Event

ANNOUNCEMENTS


A Place of Honor for Military Memorabilia



Sidewalk Repairs on Belmont St., Glendale St., Goodrich St., Quentin St., Treadwell St.



Sidewalk Repairs on Stanley Dr., Collins St., Braeside Dr., Clifford St., Coram
St., and Russell St.



Sidewalk Repairs on Carroll Rd., Filbert Ave., Whitney Ave., and
Ave.



Like us on FACEBOOK & Follow us on TWITTER
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