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Hamden Approves 2017-2018
Capital Improvements Bond Package
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is pleased to announce that Hamden’s Legislative
Council recently voted to approve an ordinance authorizing the issuance of $7.9 million dollars of Bonds of the Town for the purpose of funding important public improvements throughout fiscal year 17-18. These funds fall within the Town's conservative capital bonding Charter requirements, keeping Hamden's overall debt
moderate. This is the smallest town-wide capital improvement bond package in the
past several years.
Major highlights of the Town’s Capital Investments include:
 Key Town, security, technology and physical infrastructure improvements;
 Funds for Board of Education capital improvement priorities throughout the
District;
 Major investment in Fire Department facility repairs (needed at several stations),
replacement of 3 paramedic rescue vehicles for the Fire Department, as well as
an important variety of other health and safety Fire and Police upgrades;
 Funds for key improvements to Town parks;
 Streetscape and beautification efforts for our Town Center from Dixwell/
Whitney to Town Center Park
 Funding for a comprehensive review of our Town’s recreational/facility offerings for teens.
Commenting on the wide array of improvement projects scheduled for this
fiscal year, Mayor Leng noted, “It is crucial that Hamden maintain its progress on
improving our parks, streets, schools, and public safety services. We have been
working hard to deliver a capital projects package which reflects these goals, while
also keeping Hamden’s finances steady. I thank the Legislative Council for their
shared cooperation in these goals, and I look forward to the many positive results of
these important community projects.”
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A Letter From
Mayor Curt Leng
Greetings Fellow Hamdenites!
Welcome back to the monthly “Mayor’s Corner”! Allow me to take this
opportunity to extend my best hopes and wishes for you and your families
throughout this year's Holiday season. The “Season of Giving” is in full swing
here in Hamden, and we have some great opportunities for our residents to lend
a helping hand to those in need.
I’d like to call attention to a number of really helpful community programs and events happening in Hamden over the next few weeks, all of which
you can read more about in this issue. First and foremost - the Hamden Food
Bank needs your help. Hamden Volunteer Firefighters will be stationed outside of Stop & Shop, 2335 Dixwell Avenue on Sunday, December 3 and
Sunday, December 10, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. to accept food donations,
cash donations, pet food and diapers. The Hamden Food Bank, which historically has collected
Thanksgiving food items and assembled Thanksgiving meal baskets for families struggling with financial needs, provided meals for more than 415 Hamden families this Thanksgiving Season. I am so incredibly proud of these efforts, and I express my sincere appreciation to every person and organization
who has contributed to the Hamden Food Bank. Your efforts make a difference in people’s lives.
The Hamden Kids Holiday Toy Drive - an annual event which provides so much joy to
Hamden’s youth - will be held on Saturday, Dec. 9th from 9am-4pm and Sunday, Dec. 10th from
10am-3pm at the Hamden Mart & Walmart Entrance located at 2300 Dixwell Avenue. Every year
this event helps Hamden’s kids experience the joy of the Holiday Season - and I am certain this year we
will see another strong showing of that Hamden Pride and generosity which makes our Town so special.
In addition to the stellar efforts of the Hamden Food Bank, I would also like to thank the St.
Rita’s Knights of Columbus, the Hamden Rotary Club, and other dedicated non-profit and charity organizations. The KOC and Rotary Club each held coat drives and have historically provided hundreds
of coats each year to Hamden’s children and families in need. I appreciate these efforts immensely. In
fact, you can still donate to the Rotary Club and I strongly encourage you to do so if you are able.
(More information on how to donate is available on page 28 of this newsletter).
In closing - I ask all of those who are able to contribute this holiday season to get out, get active,
and make a difference. Please, spread the word about any additional giving opportunities you may come
across to your friends and family, and make the effort to change someone’s life and holiday season for
the better! I wish you and your family all of the very best and for a holiday season filled with love,
peace, hope, health, and happiness.
Happy Holidays to all!
- Mayor Curt Balzano Leng
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Hamden Kids
Holiday Toy Drive
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Holiday Food Drive to
Benefit Hamden Food Bank
Hamden Volunteer Firefighters are conducting a Holiday Food Drive to benefit Hamden
Community Services and the Hamden Food Bank. Much like the Spring Drive, these continued
efforts help to ensure that no Hamden family goes hungry.
Hamden Volunteer Firefighters will be stationed outside of Stop & Shop, 2335 Dixwell
Avenue on Sunday, December 3 and Sunday, December 10, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. to accept
food donations, cash donations, pet food and diapers.
Food products most needed are: turkeys, hams, cereal; box milk (1% or 2%); oatmeal;
canned fruit; pasta, tomato sauce; juice; rice; canned vegetables; soups and beans (all varieties).
For the pets the needs are: kitten & puppy food; adult cat & dog food (dry and wet); treats & toys.
If the above days and times are inconvenient to make a donation, stop by the Keefe Community Center located at 11 Pine Street during the hours of 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM, Mon to Fri. Everybody can help us eliminate hunger in our community ... one can at a time. Any donation will be
greatly appreciated.

Don’t Forget!
The Hamden Food Bank is ALWAYS accepting donations!
To donate, or for more information on the Holiday Food Drive,
please contact Darlene Butler, Community Services Director,
203-562-5129 x1111.
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Adult Education High School Credit
Diploma Program
The Adult Education High School Credit Diploma Program is an alternative route designed to assist the
student in completing a high school diploma while learning life and career skills. Students entering the
program must meet the following requirements:





be over 17 years of age,
not enrolled in high school as defined under state law,
have ability to furnish high school withdrawal form from previous school,
provide a transcript of previously completed coursework.

Our goal is to meet the unique individual needs of each student enrolled in the program. Students may
combine credits awarded for prior academic work with credits earned for work experience, occupational license, apprenticeship training, formalized job training, military service, independent study, community service and by completing courses online. The adult high school also collaborates with Gateway
Community College for additional credit options. Required courses in English, mathematics, social
studies, and science are offered Tuesday through Thursday, as well as various electives that can be used
to attain a high school diploma. Students must earn a total of 22 credits.
Registration will be December 18 – December 20 at 6:30 PM at Hamden High School. More information can be found by visiting our website at www.hamdenadulted.com and clicking Academic Programs or by calling 203-407-2028.

Holiday Recycling
Notice
The Town of Hamden Recycling Coordinator would like to remind
residents that gift wrap and tissue paper are not recyclable and should be
placed in the trash. Tissue Paper is usually made from already-recycled paper,
and the fibers are so short that they usually can’t be recycled into paper again;
while the metallic or waxy coating and decorative glitter of wrapping paper
prevent it from being recycled. Please consider the following eco-friendly
packaging options when wrapping your presents this holiday season:






Fabric bags or reusable shopping bags
Decorative cardboard boxes that can be re-used
Brown paper grocery bags, these can be recycled if decorated with crayons
or markers
Old maps
Wrap a gift in a fabric scarf
For more information about what can and cannot be recycled in your curbside bin, please visit:
www.hamden.com/recycle.

PAGE 5

Volume 2, Issue 11

Annual Silverbells Festival
Saturday, December 2nd
Hamden's Silverbells Celebration to Include an Afternoon of Festivities
Culminating with Caroling, Tree Lighting and Santa’s Arrival by Fire Truck
The center of Hamden will be filled with holiday lights and community merrymaking on Sat.
Dec. 2 for Hamden's Silverbells Holiday Celebration. (Rain date for outdoor activities is Dec. 3rd while
the show in Thornton Wilder Hall will go on rain or shine on Dec 2nd).
The festivities, presented by the Hamden Arts Commission and the Dept. of Arts and Culture,
will include carousel rides, hayrides, a puppet show, various holiday crafts, caroling, tree lighting and
Santa’s arrival by fire truck. All events except for the puppet show are free.
Events begin at 2:30 inside the Miller Library and Cultural Center. There will be face painting
in the library from 12:30-2:30 and then Wayne Martin’s Puppets will perform “Martin’s Magical Musical Review” in Thornton Wilder Hall at 2:30. Tickets to the puppet show are $2 children, $3 adults and
are available at the door only, cash only. Doors open at 2pm. The show features a whole variety of colorfully handcrafted marionettes and puppets that dance and sing to a review of holiday themed music.
At Town Center Park, 2761 Dixwell Ave., the free festivities include:






2:00-5pm: Holiday Vendor Market
2:30 pm: Hayrides, carousel rides, button-making, face painting, letters to Santa and holi
day arts and crafts
3:45 pm: Caroling with the Hamden Girl Scouts
4:15 pm: Tree-lighting ceremony, with Mayor Curt Balzano Leng leading the countdown,
followed by community caroling featuring Hamden elementary school singers.
4:30 pm: Santa's arrival by fire truck and visits with Santa
The Hamden Rotary Club will provide doughnut treats and cider. Vendors with fried dough,
popcorn and hot chocolate will be on site.

Please bring an unwrapped toy for the Hamden Kids Holiday Toy Drive
In case of heavy rain or snow, outdoor activities will be postponed to Dec. 3; indoor
activities can only be held on Dec. 2. For weather information, go
to hamdenartscommission.org, or call (203) 287-2546.
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1st Annual Silverbells
Holiday Market
The Hamden Arts Commission, in partnership
with the Hamden Town Center Park Commission, is
very excited to announce a new “Holiday Market”
coming to Hamden this December! This year, the
Town’s annual Silverbells Celebration will feature a
festive Holiday market featuring local treats, prepared
foods, baking supplies, specialty products, and handmade crafts. Additionally, residents will be able to purchase holiday trees, wreaths, and the special edition
2017 Town of Hamden Ornament.
Current vendors include: Young’s Long Range
Farm, Hickory Hill Orchards, Whole G Bakery,
Szabo’s Seafood, Consiglio’s Restaurant, Spuds
Your Way, The Cupcake Chick, Moon Rocks Gourmet Cookies, Simply Natural Stuff, Holiday Tree &
Wreath Sales, and Holiday Ornaments by the Hamden Recreation Dept. The Town is currently seeking additional handcraft and specialty product vendors. Vendors who wish to participate should contact Patrick Donnelly, Office of the Mayor, at 203287-7009 for further details and eligibility requirements. Space is limited.
Silverbells and the Holiday Market will take place on December 2nd at Town Center Park and
will run from 2:00-5:00pm. Silverbells will also feature hayrides, carousel rides, face painting, arts and
crafts, caroling with the Hamden Girl Scouts, visits with Santa, and the annual tree-lighting ceremony
with Mayor Curt Balzano Leng. We hope to see you in the park!

For the latest information on this and all Town Center Park events, including up to date vendor lineups,
parking information and more, please visit www.facebook.com/hamdentowncenterpark.
For further information, please contact Information & Research Officer, Patrick J. Donnelly at (203)
287-7009 or by email at pdonnelly@hamden.com.
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Hamden Arts Commission’s
“Saturday Family Entertainment Series”
The Hamden Arts Commission’s “Saturday Family Entertainment Series”
Continues on!!
On December 2nd, join the Hamden community for the Annual Silverbells Celebration and the
Hamden premiere of Wayne Martin Puppets TM, “Martin’s Magical Musical Review” at 2:30pm.
Wayne Martin uses parody, mime, dance, mask and musical theatre in presenting his various styles of
puppetry. Full of comedy and pathos, vignettes of human emotions and fantasy set against a backdrop
of dramatic lighting and theatrical effects, this act is designed to have no age or language barrier.
On January 20, 2018, Mikata African Drumming and Dance will ring in the New Year! Mikata means “all of us” in the Ewe language of Ghana! Everyone is invited to participate on a musical
journey from West Africa to the Caribbean and Brazil. Mikata will make your pulse quicken as they
chant, clap and dance to powerful rhythms from Ghana, Nigeria, Cuba, Puerto Rico, Haiti and Brazil.
Garbed in colorful traditional cultural clothing, the artists of Mikata perform on an array of authentic
drums, bells, rattles, flutes and xylophones. Families will dance, sing and clap to the rhythms of Mikata
as they learn about the cultures of the African nations, Caribbean and South American countries.In celebration of the Chinese New Year, the Arts Commission is proud to present Li Liu and the Traditions
of Chinese Acrobats, on Saturday, February 17th. The exciting performance will include hand balancing, plate spinning, trick cycling, foot juggling, ribbon dancing and Chinese water bowl manipulation. Li also touches on various aspects of Chinese language, geography and culture while sharing her
work and travel experiences with the audience.
The season finale on March 17th will feature Tanglewood Marionettes’ “The Fairy Circus”.
Featuring over twenty beautifully hand-crafted marionettes, The Fairy Circus is a showcase for turn-ofthe century-style trick puppetry. The puppets will dance, play instruments, juggle, contort, transform,
and fly through the air with the greatest of ease, all to the best-loved music of favorite composers. This
show is perfect for younger children and family audiences.
The Saturday programs will be held in the handicapped accessible Thornton Wilder Hall in the
Miller Cultural Complex, 2901 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, 06518. All shows start at 1 pm, except on
Dec. 2nd, which starts at 2:30pm. Tickets are $2 for children, $3 for adults, available at the door only
and cash only.
For details: www.hamdenartscommission.org or call the Department of Arts & Culture at (203) 2872546. Or visit us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HamdenArtsCommission
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“Saturday Family Entertainment Series”
(cont’d…)
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Hamden Arts Commission’s
“Sensational Sundays” Continue Onwards!
On January 21st,
join us for the wonderful
“Val Ramos Flamenco Ensemble”. The traditional
"Cuadro Flamenco" program
will feature traditional Flamenco guitar, song, and
dance as well as guitar and
flute instrumental solos.
To warm up even the
coldest of mid-winter days,
February 18th will feature
"Serenata Italiana: From
Neapolitan Classics to the
Rat Pack" by singer Rich
DiPalma. DiPalma’s mastery of beloved Italian songs
and magnetic personal charm
have made him one of the
region’s most popular performers.
The series finale on
March 18th will feature
Hamden’s very own Brennan-Lucey Dancers &
Friends. World Champion
Stephen Brennan and National Champion Meghan
Lucey, both of Riverdance
fame, will be joined by other
musical guests to present a
rollicking afternoon of Irish
dance, music and history.

All performances begin at 2 pm and are held in the handicapped-accessible Thornton Wilder Hall, Miller Cultural Complex, 2901 Dixwell Ave., Hamden. Admission is $7 general admission/ $5 for senior
citizens, students and children 12 and under. Tickets are sold at the door only and are CASH ONLY.
The series is presented with generous support from the estate of former Commissioner Emeritus Peter
C. Hereld. For details, contact the Department of Arts & Culture at (203) 287-2546 or
www.hamdenartscommission.com.
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2017 Hamden Holiday Ornament
Now Available!
The Hamden Recreation Department is happy to introduce the official
2017 holiday ornament. This year's selection features Spring Glen Hardware Store.
Spring Glen Hardware is located at 1666
Whitney Ave. and was established in 1948
by Harry Landino, and now deceased
Frank and Anna Landino. While many big
box stores have taken over smaller retailers, Harry and son’s Frank & Harry Jr.
Landino, the current owners, have avoided
that fate by combining amazing inventory
with excellent customer service. Spring
Glen Hardware carries typical items such
as small kitchen items, fresh cut keys,
paint supplies and wire cutters to larger
items such as hand / power tools, snow
blowers and lawn mowers. Items not available can be special ordered.
In addition, they offer window /
screen repairs and son Harry Landino Jr.
does shoe repairs, a skill he learned from
his late grandfather. The store also boasts
its original tin ceiling and well-worn hard
wood floors. Words echoed in the store are
“This is the best place in the world,” a
wonderful family-owned store! The pewter
ornaments, printed on both sides, are $10 each, and come with a brief narrative about the business in a
display case.
Also available are ornaments from recent years: Freedom Park (2016); Town Center Park (2015);
Ghost Parking Lot (2014); Hamden Memorial Library (2013); Hamden Police Dept. (2012); each being
sold for $10.
Ornaments from earlier years are also available at a reduced rate of $5 each while supplies last.
They include: Thornton Wilder House (1997); Margaret L. Keefe School (2002), Spring Glen School
(2003); Farmington Canal Greenway (2007); and Whitneyville Church (2008).
All ornaments are sold on a first-come, first-served basis. To reserve an ornament, call 203-287-2579 or
visit the Hamden Recreation Department, 2750 Dixwell Avenue. Ornaments are available for purchase
at the Recreation Office and also at Spring Glen Hardware.
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Hamden Fire Department
Holiday Safety Tips
The Hamden Fire Department wishes everyone a happy, healthy and safe holiday season. Festive
celebrations, flickering lights and winter greens are hallmarks of the holiday season, but they also present
fire risks that can quickly turn this festive time of year into a devastating one. Along with the safety tips
found below we have included a number of informational links to help keep you and your families safe.
Winter holiday fires by the numbers:
Electrical distribution or lighting equipment was involved in two out of every five (40%) home
Christmas tree fires. More than one-third (37%) of home Christmas tree fires started in the living room,
family room, or den. All of the fatalities and roughly three-quarters (72%) of the injuries resulted from fires
started in this area. The top four days for home candle fires were New Year’s Day, Christmas, New Year’s
Eve and Christmas Eve.
What You Can Do To Be Safe:
Here are some important things you can do to reduce your risk of home fires this season:
 Place Christmas trees, candles, and other holiday decorations at least three feet away from heat sources
like fireplaces, portable heaters, radiators, heat vents and candles.
 When choosing a Christmas tree purchase one that is flame retardant metallic or artificial.
 If you do choose a real tree ensure that it’s fresh and that green needles aren’t easily broken. And remember – keep live trees as moist as possible by giving them plenty of water.
 Before stringing your holiday lights check them over to ensure that there are no frayed electrical cords,
that they are in good working condition, and that they are used according to the manufacturer’s instructions.
 Make sure to unplug your tree and holiday lights when you leave the house and when you go to bed.
 Never leave burning candles unattended and make sure to extinguish them when going to bed.
 Designate one person to walk around your home to make sure that all candles and smoking materials are
properly extinguished after guests leave.
 Holidays mean lots of cooking and baking. However the kitchen is also one of the most common places
for a home fire to start. When using potholders, oven mitts, wooden utensils, paper, kitchen towels, and
other flammable items, be sure to keep them well clear of the stovetop.
Smoke Detectors Save Lives!
This is a great time of year to check your smoke detectors
to ensure they are installed and working properly. Smoke detectors should be installed on every floor and outside every bedroom
and sleeping area in your home. To test if your detector is functioning effectively, press the test button for a few seconds. If you
hear the beep you know it’s working. Make sure to re-test your
detector once per month and replace the batteries every six
months. If you find that you need a smoke alarm or want yours
tested, you can call the Hamden Fire Department @ (203) 4075880 or your local Red Cross at (702) 697-1707 and get one installed, replaced, or inspected for FREE!
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Hamden Fire Department
Holiday Safety Tips
The Hamden Fire Department, National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and the United States
Fire Administration (USFA) are teaming up to help reduce your risk to winter fires and other hazards, including carbon monoxide and electrical fires. The following informational links will help you learn more
about winter fire safety to help keep you safe this winter.
Winter holiday safety tips
Winter holidays are a time for families and friends to get together. But that also
means a greater risk for fire. Following a few simple tips will ensure a happy and
fire-safe holiday season.
Click Here to Download our safety tip sheet.
Christmas tree safety tips
As you deck the halls this holiday season, be fire smart. A
small fire that spreads to a Christmas tree can grow large
very quickly.
Click Here to Download our safety tip sheet.
Put a Freeze on Winter Fires campaign
The NFPA and USFA team up each year for
the "Put A Freeze on Winter Fires" campaign to remind you that the
winter months are the leading time of year for home fires. To help you
stay safe, we’re providing a wealth of safety tips and information on
cooking, heating, candles and holiday decorating factors that contribute
to the increased risk of home fires in the months ahead.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE HAMDEN
FIRE DEPARTMENT!
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Join the Fire Explorers!
Introduction to Fire & Emergency Services
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12th Annual Earth Day Celebration
Sponsorship Opportunities
Saturday, April 21st, 2018 - 10am-2pm - Hamden Middle School - 2623 Dixwell Avenue
The Town of Hamden 2018 Earth Day Celebration Committee is offering sponsorship opportunities
to the local business community. This family-oriented, free-admission celebration draws 3,000-4,000 visitors. Since admission and all attractions are all free and open to the public we rely heavily on sponsors to
make this event a success. Donations cover the cost of events, attractions, refreshments for the volunteer
and exhibitor hospitality room, and marketing materials. Join us at any of a variety of sponsorship levels to
help create a greener community!
An Earth Day Gift Fund has been established by the Town of Hamden to accept money and in-kind
service donations of a minimum value of $50. Donations must be received by February 1, 2018 to take full
advantage of sponsorship benefits. Please make checks payable to: Hamden Earth Day Gift Fund and
mail to: Haley Starvaggi, Hamden Government Center, 2750 Dixwell Ave., Hamden, CT 06518.
Earth Day Sponsors will be acknowledged as follows:
Community Sponsor
$100
 Recognized as a sponsor on our webpage and in any press releases regarding the event
 Color logo included on our sponsors thank-you board displayed at the event
 Special announcement mentioning sponsor name prior to Orchid Award ceremony
Supporting Sponsor
$250
 Name listed on back of t-shirts worn by volunteers and some available for sale at the event
 Given three complimentary t-shirts
 Recognized as a sponsor on our webpage and in any press releases regarding the event
 Color logo included on our sponsors thank-you board displayed at the event
 Special announcement mentioning sponsor name prior to Orchid Award ceremony
Principal Sponsor
$1,000 (4 spots available)
 Black and white logo on back of t-shirts worn by volunteers and some available for sale at the event
 Given five complimentary t-shirts
 Recognized as a sponsor on our webpage and in any press releases regarding the event
 Color logo included on our sponsors thank-you board displayed at the event
 Color logo displayed on two full-size banners displayed in town a week before the event
 Special announcement mentioning sponsor name prior to Orchid Award ceremony
Attraction Sponsor
Various levels
You may specify that your donation be used to fund a specific attraction or activity at the event. In addition
to the benefits listed above your name will be attached to the attraction title (e.g. Live Bird Show provided
by “X” Company) in all printed and announced materials. Attractions range from $300 to $1,600. If interested, please use the contact information below to request information about attractions and attraction pricing.
Please contact Haley Starvaggi at 203-287-7021 or hstarvaggi@hamden.com to discuss this unique opportunity.
Thank you for your commitment to making Hamden a better place to live and work!
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Hamden’s Boards & Commissions
Seek New Members
The Town of Hamden has over 37 volunteer boards and commissions with over 275 citizen volunteers participating. Click HERE to obtain an alphabetical listing for all boards and commissions.
These boards have been created either by town charter, town ordinance or state statute. They
have three, four, five or six-year terms of appointment, created by expiration of appointment, or vacancies created by resignation, moving out of town or death. You can be re-appointed to a board & commission.
How to Apply for Appt (or Re-Apply for Reappt):
Write or email a letter of interest and current resume addressed to:
Vera A. Morrison, Town Clerk
Hamden Government Center
2750 Dixwell Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518
vmorrison@hamden.com
(203) 287-7162
Please attach a current resume of your life’s experience, work and education as well as any civic
activities you have participated in Hamden or elsewhere. In short, a thumbnail sketch of yourself. If
you do not have a resume, include this information in your letter of interest.
Upon receipt of your letter, the resume is forwarded to the Mayor for recommendation of appointment. Per Hamden Charter Section 7.1(B): "All members of Boards & Commissions (or alternates) shall be appointed by the Mayor, subject to approval by the Legislative Council”. All commission members shall serve until completion of term or until their successors have been appointed and
qualified.
You must be a resident elector of the town of Hamden; i.e., a registered voter in Hamden to participate per the Hamden Charter Section 7.1(D).
IMPORTANT: Sending in a resume does not guarantee a seat on a commission.
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Hamden’s Boards & Commissions
Seek New Members
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Solarize Hamden!
Live Solar Webinar
The Town of Hamden is sponsoring a live solar webinar on Wednesday, December 6 at 6:30
pm. Residents can learn about the Solarize Hamden program that offers discounted solar pricing through
a town approved solar installer and about state and federal incentives and the many financing options. Participants can log in and ask questions of the town chosen installer C-TEC Solar.
WHAT: Solarize Hamden Live Solar Webinar
WHEN: Wednesday, December 6, 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm
WHERE: Livestream at https://livestream.com/accounts/26430252/SolarizeHamdenCT
Solarize Hamden is a coordinated effort across the community, supported by the Town of Hamden. Through a competitive selection process, the Town has selected C-TEC Solar as their solar installer. C-TEC Solar will provide the solar installations in Hamden at special discount pricing in exchange
for outreach and education from the Town.
Homeowners who want to find out if their home is good for solar can go directly to Solarizect.com/Hamden. Residents who live in surrounding communities can also participate in Solarize by
going to SolarizeCT.com.
”Mayor Curt Leng supports the Solarize Hamden program, “Hamden is very happy to bring Solarize CT back to our residents for a second round. Hamden is committed to sustainability and this program is a great way for our residents to become involved and take control of their energy bills. Solarize
Hamden is a way for our residents to receive discounted pricing and the peace of mind that comes with
working with a reputable solar installer vetted by the Town. Residents can take advantage of solar incentives and different financing options to stabilize their electric bills for years to come. As the Town
itself continues to improve energy efficiency and reduce energy costs across our buildings, I strongly
encourage residents to make the same effort and find out if their home is compatible with the Solarize
CT program. Residents can sign up for a free solar evaluation, or attend a Solarize CT workshop to
find out more. It truly is a great way to save money and help our environment too!”
More information about Solarize Hamden can be found by visiting
Solarizect.com/Hamden by contacting Kate Donnelly –
kdonnelly@smartpower.org.
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Solarize Hamden!
Live Solar Webinar
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December Programs
At Miller Library
Please join us for a month of exciting activities at Hamden Public Library!
Full information on all activities, including locations, is available at www.hamdenlibrary.org.










December 1st - Movement and Music with Lynn Lewis - 10:30am - Ages 1-5
December 4th - Yogi and Me - 11:00am - Ages 1-5
December 7th - Gingerbread House Decorating - 3:00-4:00pm - Ages 6 and up
December 11th - Music Together Demo - 10:30am or 11:15am - Ages 0-5
December 21st - Holiday Craft - 4:00pm - Ages 4 and up
December 27th - Block Party - 10:30am - Ages 2-4
December 27th - Movie T.B.D. - 3:00pm - Ages 4 and up
December 28th - Board Games - 3:00pm - Ages 4 and up
December 29th - Lego Club - 2:00pm - Ages 4 and up

These programs are made possible by the Friends of the Hamden Library
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR ALL PROGRAMS
Register online at www.hamdenlibrary.org or call 203-230-3770
Hamden Public Library
2901 Dixewll Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518
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Hamden Public Library
Celebrates Halloween!
The Hamden Public Library celebrated Halloween with several fun crafts, games, and a trick or treat
parade around the library. It was great to see all the kids come in costume to help us celebrate!

In November we had a Harry Potter Party that featured music and trivia by Draco and the Malfoys. Various tables were set up for kids to make glitter slime, magic wands, a photo station with Harry Potter
props and Harry Potter temporary tattoos. Thanks to the young adult librarian, teen advisory board, library staff members and other town employees for their help.

A Big Thanks to All Who Participated
from the Hamden Public Library :)
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Little Free Libraries
Expand Across Hamden
Youth Services Director, Susan Rubino, and Hamden Public Library Director, Marian Amodeo,
are very pleased to announce the overwhelming success of Hamden’s “Little Free Libraries” program..
The program, which began in 2016 with the construction of the original “LFL” at the Keefe Community Center, has now expanded to reach almost 10 locations across Hamden. Currently, residents can find
“Little Free Libraries” at Josh’s Jungle, Bear Path School, West Woods School, Church Street School,
Ridge Hill School, as well as a number of privately erected locations along Whitney Avenue and Belmont Street.
The Keefe Community Center’s Little Free Library is made possible through the generous funding of the Leipold Foundation, a long time supporter of Youth and Community programming in Hamden. The Town Park site is funded by the Board of Trustees of the Hamden Public Library.
Little Free Library is a nonprofit organization that believes in exchanging good books and
bringing people together. Their motto is “Take a book, leave a book”. We here in Hamden agree, and
We look forward to the future expansion of additional Little Free Libraries within the community.
Please remember to come and visit our new Little Free Library stations!

Bear Path Elementary Students and Teachers gather around the “Little Free Library” outside school.
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Little Free Libraries
Expand Across Hamden

Students and teachers from Ridge Hill School enjoy the
Little Free Library

The original “Little Free Library” at
Josh’s Jungle Playground

West Woods School students are big fans too!
Church Street School also
joined in the fun!
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Hamden Announces Hiring of
Deputy Finance Director
The Town of Hamden is pleased to announce the recent hiring of Mr.
Rick Galarza as the Town’s Deputy Finance Director. Mr. Galarza will assist
with the direction of all of the Town’s financial operations, alongside Mayor
Curt Leng and current Finance Director, Salvatore DeCola.
Mr. Galarza brings to Hamden more than 20 years of professional work
experience in the fields of finance, budget development, strategic planning,
grants management and operations management. Mr. Galarza previously served
as the Finance Director for the Hispanic Health Council from 2011 through
2017, and was the Director of Management and Budget for the City of Hartford
from 1992-2010. He holds a Master of Business Administration from the University of Harford, and a Bachelor of Arts from Central Connecticut State University. He is a member of the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities, Capitol Region Council of Government, International City / Country Management
Association, and is a “Budget Reviewer” for the Government Finance Officers
Association.
Commenting on the recent hiring of Mr. Galarza, Mayor Curt Leng stated, “I am very pleased to
announce that Hamden’s Finance Department has welcomed another member to its team. Mr. Garlarza’ experience is a welcome addition to our operations, and I look forward to the many contributions I am sure he
will offer to our Town. I look forward to working with him and Director DeCola as we continue to maintain
careful stewardship of Hamden’s finances.”

Hamden Environmental Fair
A Great Success
The Town of Hamden is very pleased to announce that the first annual “Environmental Services
Fair”, which was held this past November 4th, was a great success. The event was held in collaboration with
Take 2 Inc. of Waterbury, ProShred of Wallingford, Home Energy Services (HES), and C-Tec Solar with
the Solarize Hamden campaign.
In total, more than 200 residents came out to Government Center to recycle their paper and electronic products for free. Cumulatively, residents recycled more than 5,000lbs of electronic and approximately twenty 45 gallon recycling carts full of paper.
Solid Waste & Recycling Coordinator, Haley Starvaggi, commented on the event “The Town of
Hamden is pleased to offer free and convenient recycling for some specialty items to keep them out of the
waste stream. Residents should avoid putting shredded paper in their curbside bin, but collected aggregately
this is a recyclable item! Electronics are also not collected for recycling curbside, but are comprised of
many valuable and reusable parts. We thank the residents of Hamden for doing their part to protect the environment and our natural resources by recycling these items, and we look forward to the next community
recycling event!. “
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Hazard Mitigation Plan Survey
Seeks Public Input
Public Meeting for Hazard Mitigation Planning
&
Hazard Mitigation Plan Survey Seeks Public Input
The public is invited to participate in a meeting regarding the development of the South Central Region Multi-Jurisdiction Hazard Mitigation Plan. Hamden, in conjunction with the South Central Regional Council of Governments (SCRCOG) and its municipalities is preparing an update to its
components of the Multi-Jurisdiction Hazard Mitigation Plan. The purpose of this plan is to identify
and assess natural hazard risks (such as flooding, winter storms, and hurricanes) and determine how to
best minimize or manage those risks. Public participation is essential!
The Public Meeting will take place at 7:00 pm on Thursday, December 7, 2017 in the 3rd
Floor Conference Room, Hamden Government Center, 2750 Dixwell Avenue. This plan is essential to Hamden’s efforts to identify ways to lessen the impacts of natural hazards such as hurricanes,
floods and severe winter weather. During this public meeting, the contents of the plan will be introduced and members of the public will have the opportunity to discuss their ideas regarding risk reduction. All community members are welcome to attend!
For those who cannot attend the meeting, SCRCOG has also launched the South Central
Connecticut Hazard Mitigation Plan Survey, which provides an opportunity for everyone in the
participating municipalities to share his or her opinions and engage in the mitigation planning process.
The information provided will help the Planning Team to better understand local concerns and issues
as expressed by citizens of the Region, and can lead to mitigation activities that should help lessen the
impacts of future disasters.
Participation in this survey is voluntary and none of the information provided will be attributed to individuals directly. The survey is located on the SCRCOG website and will only take about 5
minutes to complete and is available in both English and Spanish. To participate in the survey, go to:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CTMitigation
To learn more about the public meeting contact the Hamden Planning & Zoning Department at 203287-7070.
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Hamden Tree Commission Announces
“Notable Tree” of November
The Hamden Tree Commission has
named this sassafras tree (Sassafras albidum)
as the Hamden Notable Tree for the month of
November, 2017. The tree is located at the
home of Irving and Kathleen Mitchell, in the
Dunbar Hill neighborhood of Hamden. The
sassafras is a deciduous tree, native to North
America. This particular tree measures 61 feet
high, with a trunk circumference of 101 inches.
The canopy spread is 56.5 feet wide, making it
the largest measured sassafras canopy in the
State of Connecticut!
The sassafras tree is known for its unusual leaves, stunning fall color, pleasant aroma,
and culinary and medicinal uses. A rarity in
nature, the tree has three distinct leaf shapes -bilobed and trilobed mittens as well as a
unilobed leaf, more oval in shape. The leaves
create a striking yellow-orange-red display of
color in autumn. The leaf has a sweet, citrus
smell and its powdered leaves, called fife, are
used in Creole gumbos. The root has a different, distinct smell and is the original source of
the flavor of root beer; however, the roots are
now known to contain a carcinogen and are no
longer used in food. Sassafras root was one of
the earliest exports of the Plymouth and Jamestown colonies and for centuries was used to
treat maladies such as fevers, bronchitis, and
skin problems.
The Mitchells noted that it was a sizable tree when they first moved to their home 47 years ago.
They were surprised to learn about the significance and historical value of their tree. "We have always
loved our tree, never realizing how special it was,” says Kathleen.
If you have a tree you would like to nominate, please send its location and a few sentences describing the tree to: pdonnelly@hamden.com . Please include your name, address, email and phone
number as well. Or you can mail your nomination to the Hamden Tree Commission care of the
Mayor’s Office, Hamden Government Center, 2750 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518.
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Monthly Police & Fire Department
Updates
The Hamden Police Department is proud to announce the acquisition of a new crime-fighting,
alert system tool. Tip 411 is a mobile app that allows community
members to anonymously engage
with the Hamden Police Department. Residents can share crimetips, report suspicious activity and
aid family members in reporting
domestic abuse, drug abuse, bullying. Tips received by the Hamden
Police Department remain anonymous.
In addition, Tip 411 allows
the Hamden Police Department to
instantly notify residents about
crime trends and crime alerts in
their neighborhoods. Residents can
receive notifications that include,
suspect and motor vehicle descriptions. The sharing of information
will greatly aid the Hamden Police
Department in keeping our community safe. This is a tool that encourages residents to engage and share
information with the department.
The free app can be downloaded to
a smart phone or computer.
CT Alert ENS (Emergency Notification System) - A message from Fire Chief Berardesca
The CT Alert ENS uses the state’s Enhanced 9-1-1 (E9-1-1) database for location-based notifications to the public for life-threatening emergencies. But the E9-1-1 database includes only traditional
wire-line telephone numbers in the state (the “land line” phone you may have in your home). CT Alert
ENS Citizen Sign-up Page allows you to add other means of communication to the CT Alert ENS, in
addition to your current home phone “land line” if you have one. Please reference the link below to sign
up for CT Alert.
http://www.ct.gov/ctalert/cwp/view.asp?a=3875&q=458434
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Community Event Spotlight
“Coats for Kids Drive”
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Information Guide
November 2017
Helpful Resources

Upcoming Events

Hamden Youth Services:
 Program Guide
Hamden Elderly Services:
 December 2017 Newsletter
 December Miller Café Menu
 December Miller Café Choice
Menu
Hamden Arts & Recreation:
 Arts and Rec Program Registration

Arts Commission
Saturday Series
Arts Commission
Sunday Series
Breakfast With Santa, Dec 9th.
Let’s Move! Family Wellness
Fair, Feb. 3rd

Hamden Public Library
 Calendar of Events
 www.hamdenlibrary.org

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS


ELECTION RESULTS - 2017



2017 Holiday Ornament Now For Sale!



Hamden Brings Back Award Winning Solar Program



Like us on FACEBOOK & Follow us on TWITTER
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THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE SUBSCRIBED!
INPUT AND SUGGESTIONS FOR OUR MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER CAN BE EMAILED TO
PATRICK J. DONNELLY

WE’RE ON
THE WEB!
VISIT US!

Land of the
Sleeping
Giant

Want to become a subscriber?
Readers who wish to subscribe to the Monthly Town Hall Newsletter may do
so by navigating to www.hamden.com, and locating the “Sign up for Email
Notifications” link in the bottom left of our homepage. From there, potential
readers will be able to enter their desired email address and “check the box”
to “join” and sign up to receive the “Town of Hamden Monthly Newsletter”.

PAGE 30
22

Volume 2, Issue 11
2

