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Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is very pleased to announce an amended town
ordinance, recently approved by the Legislative Council, which recommends the
expansion of Hamden’s local Veterans Tax Relief program and nearly doubles
the amount of tax relief that Hamden provides to eligible Veteran households.
Hamden currently provides tax relief to approximately 440 eligible Veteran
households throughout Town.
The newly amended ordinance has now increased the Town’s additional
Veterans tax relief for eligible households from the current amount of $4,000 to
$10,000 (depending on income), to a full $15,000 exemption for all eligible
households. The ordinance also provides a tax exemption to veterans and veterans’ surviving spouses entitled to an exemption from property taxes subject to
certain income requirements. As provided by State law, a veteran or surviving
spouse of a veteran who applies for this exemption must do so by October 1st to
be reflected in the tax bill the following July.
The program currently provides tax relief to 439 eligible veterans’ households in Hamden. These 439 Veterans do not need to reapply their exemption
will automatically increase.
Commenting on the expansion of tax relief, Mayor Curt Balzano Leng
noted, “Hamden has worked hard to improve the financial security and quality of
life of our Veterans. We are doing all we can to ensure that our community’s
most honorable members receive the services, aid, and assistance they need to
continue living peacefully and comfortably in our Town. I am very hopeful that
these new exemptions will ease some of the financial burden our Veterans are
feeling in their day-to-day lives, and I look forward to continuing these efforts to
ensure that all of Hamden’s Veterans are well taken care of.”
Please contact the Assessor’s Office at 203-287-7128 if you have any questions.
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A Letter From
Mayor Curt Leng
Greetings Fellow Hamdenities,
And welcome back to another issue of the Official Town of Hamden Newsletter. It’s hard to believe we are approaching almost 2 full years of newsletter releases,
each month, directly to our residents and subscribers. The response has been great and
we have plans to expand our Newsletter reach even further throughout 2018.
September has been a very interesting month around Hamden. We closed out
the summer in grand fashion with the annual Harvest & Homecoming Festival at Town
Center Park, which also featured a mini “Irish Fest”. Just after that, we welcomed autumn at Brooksvale Park with the annual Brooksvale Fall Festival. Both events were
extremely well attended and everyone who attended seemed to enjoy. Congratulations
to event organizers Patrick Donnelly and Park Ranger Vincent Lavorgna for their excellent work. We’re already planning some very exciting events for next year!
Hamden has been hard at work other important areas - traffic calming and street repair. This fall, Hamden
is paving more than 55 roads across our town - a full list of which can be found on page 4 of this very newsletter.
Each year we take a look at the roads throughout our Town, reviewing those which are most in need of repairs,
and we evaluate those needs relative to traffic flow, residential density, commercial viability, and more.
Unfortunately, there are also times when utility work slows down the Town’s paving efforts. This happened this season, with a large amount of work being performed by Southern CT Gas Company in the East Side,
Hartford Turnpike, and Ridge Road neighborhoods – as well as a few other locations across Hamden. We'll come
back to these areas for major investment in 2018, but had to responsibly stop work in 2017 so that our major
neighborhood investment would not be damaged and unsatisfactory.
As I mentioned, the Town has also stepped up its traffic enforcement efforts. Just this month, the Hamden Police Department provided traffic enforcement data on incidents throughout the months of May through
July 2017. This data was then compared to the same period during 2016, and I am very pleased to report that our
Town has seen a significant increase in enforcement activity when comparing our 2017-2016 data sets as a result
of our enhanced enforcement efforts.
A full report is available on page 5 of this newsletter, but an overview enforcement statistics show a
435% increase in written warnings issued, a 119% increase in verbal warnings issued, a 138% increase in infractions issued, and a 167% increase in total misdemeanor charges issued when comparing 2016 and 2017 enforcement incidents throughout the months of May through July. The Town fully intends to keep these enforcement
efforts up and moving forward at increased levels in the coming months and seasons. We will continue to provide enforcement report updates as the year progresses.
All in all, Hamden is set to enter the fall season with the wind at its back. We are making progress on our
streets, progress on our traffic enforcement issues, and progress with our community policing efforts - inclusive
of our bike patrols now riding regularly in so many local neighborhoods. I am very pleased to report these improvements and look forward to sharing with you the Town’s future plans for additional improvements across all
of Hamden’s neighborhoods.
-Mayor Curt Balzano Leng
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Hamden Senior Center
Renovations Underway
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is very pleased to report that the Hamden Legislative
Council recently approved an amendment to the planned Senior Center Renovation project which
will now provide additional improvements for a wide range of citizen and Department needs. The
renovation project has been planned for a number of years, and capital funding has been approved
and allocated for its completion.
Renovations to the Hamden Senior Center will include the following: renovations to the
senior center bathrooms, including ADA requirements, the construction of a new kitchen facility
and food pantry, operational changes designed to bring staff together for more efficient work
space, a dividing partition wall for the main senior center room for additional activity
accommodations, and the construction of a small outdoor patio for seniors to enjoy. The Town is
pleased to report that the renovations to the bathroom, kitchen, and pantry facilities have been
completed.
Commenting on the completed and upcoming renovations, Mayor Curt Leng said, “It is
with great pride that the Town of Hamden renovates our Senior Center facilities. Our seniors are
the backbone of our communities, and they deserve to enjoy facilities that we can all be proud of.
I am very pleased to see these improvements nearing completion, and I thank the Legislative
Council for their willingness to accommodate the needs of our senior residents.”

Dr. Henry Lee Speaks at Hamden
Middle School About Forensics Career
Dr. Henry Lee, previously the chief criminalist for the State of Connecticut and director of the
Connecticut State Police Forensic Science Laboratory,
visited Hamden on Friday, September 8th to speak to
students about forensic science, his life journey, and
about some of the cases on which he has worked. The
presentation was held at Hamden Middle School’s Veterans Memorial Auditorium from 9:30 – 10:30
AM. Approximately 500 middle and high
school students attended.
Dr. Lee stressed that his mantra is “make the
impossible possible” as well as that we each have
strengths, and should use them to find our path and successes in life. He also explained what exactly forensic
science is and how he has solved some “cold cases” using reasoning and scientific evidence.
Thank you to Dr. Lee and Hamden Public Schools for a wonderful event!
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Hamden Paving
More Than 55 Roads This Fall
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng and Public Works Director, Craig Cesare, are very pleased to announce that the Fall 2017 paving program is underway. In total, all or part of more than 55 different
roadways (the list of streets can be found at www.hamden.com) will be repaved throughout the fall season. This will represent a total of approximately 11.5 miles of roads paved or reconstructed in this
phase. By the end of 2017, Hamden will have paved approximately 76.5 miles of streets over the past 6
years – accounting for approximately 31% of Hamden’s 240 miles of roadways.
Work on the Fall 2017 paving list was completed in late August and was finalized in preparation for mid-September paving. The paving list was determined by a variety of factors, including severity of road condition, proximity to community assets such as schools and parks, the last time the
road was paved, traffic counts, and an independent Road Pavement Evaluation funded by the South
Central Regional Council of Governments (SCRCOG) and recently updated by the Town. The total
capital investment in road paving during 2017 will total approximately $2,000,000, which includes:
milling, replacement of catch basins throughout Town, installation of drainage systems, bituminous
pavement and more.
“We are paving more roadways in our Fall 2017 paving program than possibly ever before in a
single season. Investing in our Town road paving infrastructure is essential to neighborhood preservation and revitalization - top priorities of my administration. Road paving, along with sidewalk replacement, increases the value of Hamden neighborhoods and properties. I look forward to the many improvements Hamden’s neighborhoods will realize this Fall season, and I thank the Hamden Public
Works Department for their consistently stellar performance.” said Mayor Curt Balzano Leng.
A complete list of roadways scheduled for paving is listed below:
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Huntersway
Raccio Park Road
Rossotto Drive
Gorham Ave.
Alenier St.
Rochford Ave.
HighTop Circle
HighTop Circle East
HighTop Circle West
MidHill Dr.
Ingram St.
Howell Ave.
Norris St.
Bedford Ave.
Woodbine St.

















Beverely Rd.
Spring Glen Ter.
Country Hills Rd.
Corene Dr.
Brook Hill Rd.
Parmalee Dr.
West Meadow Rd.
Conifer Dr.
Huntington Circle
Brentwood Dr.
Brenton Ter.
Hampton Rd.
Pelham Ave.
Hawley Rd.
Chandler Pl.

















Haverford Lane
Clover Circle
East Clover Circle
Lent Rd.
Leo Rd.
Mill Rock Rd.
Newbury St.
Wheeler St.
Hobson Ave.
Victor St.
Dewey St.
Miles St.
Ives. St.
Westerly Dr.
Patterson Rd.













South New Rd.
James St.
Carmel St.
Norwood Ave.
Amherst St.
Vincent St.
Booth Ter.
Ash Dr.
Gateway Rd.
Serafin Crt.
Circular Ave.
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Enhanced Speed Enforcement in Hamden
Showing Results
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng and Police Chief Thomas Wydra are very pleased to report that recent
efforts to increase and enhance speed and traffic safety enforcement throughout Hamden are showing
positive results. The Hamden Police Department has released comparison statistics which detail traffic
enforcement incidents and responses for the months of May through August in 2016 and 2017. The statistics show that traffic safety enforcement has significantly increased in 2017 as a result of this new
Town-wide focus.
In the months May through July in 2016, the Hamden Police Department issued 20 written
warnings, 264 verbal warnings, 221 infractions, and 18 total misdemeanor charges. Throughout the
same period, May through July in 2017, the Hamden Police Department issued 107 written warnings,
579 verbal warnings, 526 infractions, and 48 total misdemeanor charges.
In total, these increased enforcement statistics represent a 435% increase in written warnings
issued, a 119% increase in verbal warnings issued, a 138% increase in infractions issued, and a 167%
increase in total misdemeanor charges issued when comparing 2016 and 2017 enforcement incidents
throughout the months of May through July.
Hamden also experienced similar enforcement increases throughout the month of August, popularly known as “distracted driving month”. In August 2017, the Hamden Police issued 45 more written
warnings, 105 more verbal warnings, 212 more infractions, and 8 more misdemeanor charges than were
issued during August of 2016. Distracted driving tickets were given out in August of both years, so the
increase in overall enforcement is not limited to this program.
Commenting on the significant increase in traffic enforcement, Mayor Curt Balzano Leng said,
“Hamden’s residents deserve to be safe within their neighborhoods. I have participated in many community discussions and one of the most common topics discussed is that of unsafe driving and speeding.
Our neighborhood leaders have spoken, and their Town has listened and taken action. The Hamden Police Department is delivering. We will continue to have a heavy presence in our neighborhoods, from
north to south, east to west, enforcing the law and working to reduce the number of unsafe drivers.
We’ve got more to accomplish, but I am very pleased with these initial results. Thank you to the Hamden Police Department and Chief Wydra – keep up the great work!”
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Hamden High School Multi-Purpose Field
Renovation Complete
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng, Superintendent of
Schools Jody Goeler, Legislative Council President,
James J. Pascarella, and Councilman-at-Large John
DeRosa, are very pleased to announce the completion
of renovations to the Hamden High School baseball
field, now the “HHS Multi-Purpose Field”, which is
now capable of accommodating a variety of sporting
activities throughout all seasons.
The field renovations include entirely organic turf surfacing and organic in-fill, improved shock
absorption materials, enhanced drainage, and improved lighting. The renovations began in October of
2016, and were completed in early September of 2017. The contractor for this project was RAD Sports,
who was chosen via a competitively bid RFP process.
Hamden High School Athletics have already begun to use the fields for practices and games.
Commenting on the newly opened multi-purpose field, Mayor Curt Balzano Leng said, “I am very
pleased to see Hamden’s student athletes playing and practicing on our brand-new, state-of-the-art, and
entirely organic multi-purpose field. The Town vigorously pursued all options to ensure that this new
field lives up to the quality of Hamden’s athletic teams and organizations, and we are certainly pleased
with the result. I would like to thank the Legislative Council, the Town Building Committee, the Board
of Education, and Hamden High School staff and students for their support throughout this project, and
I look forward to many fantastic sporting events on our brand new field!”
Superintendent of Schools, Jody Goeler, said, “Having this field will bring great value to our
athletes significantly reducing the need to transport them to other town facilities. In addition this new
field will positively impact our physical education program at the High School, allowing for a greater
variety of concurrent activities. Hamden Public Schools is grateful for our Town’s commitment to the
children we serve and the athletic programs we provide.”
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Hamden High School Multi-Purpose Field
Renovation Complete
Councilman-at-Large, and
Town Building Committee Chair,
John DeRosa, commented, “This
state of the art facility will bring
pride back to Hamden athletics.
Students, athletes, families and
community members will be able
to enjoy this new complex and
watch our student athletes compete
at the highest levels. I greatly look
forward to watching Hamden’s athletic programs flourish with the
continued support of the entire
community and I would also like to thank everyone involved in the project for its success - a fantastic
team effort!!”
Legislative Council President, James J. Pascarella, commented, “I am extremely pleased with
the entire High School Fields Improvement completion. We are finally able to keep all of our student
athletes at the High School where we have our training/medical treatment room. The addition of a second all-purpose field was critical for this objective.”
Information regarding scheduled practices and games is available through Hamden High School
Athletics. For further information, please contact Information & Research Officer, Patrick J. Donnelly at
(203) 287-7009 or by email at pdonnelly@hamden.com.
###
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Senior & Caregiver Resource Festival
Thursday, Oct. 19th
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Hamden Rotary Club
Coats for Kids Drive
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Award-Winning Solar Program
Returns to Hamden
Solarize Hamden is back! The Town of Hamden is participating again in the award-winning residential solar program that makes going solar easy and affordable. In the first round of Solarize Hamden, nearly 300 Hamden families inquired about solar for their homes, and 40 families moved forward
with installing solar.
Solarize Hamden is a coordinated effort across the community, supported by the Town of Hamden. Due to the interest in the first round, decreased pricing on solar, and increased financing opportunities, the city opted to offer the program to residents who missed out on the first Solarize program.
Through a competitive selection process, Hamden once again selected C-TEC Solar as their solar installer. C-TEC Solar will provide the solar installations in Hamden at special discount pricing in exchange for enhanced outreach and education from the Town.
Solarize Hamden also offers residents access to financing options that make going solar affordable with no upfront costs. SmartPower, the non-profit that works with the city to offer the Solarize program, has partnered with Dividend Solar to help qualified residents save money with the $0 down financing option. Other financing resources are available through Hamden’s solar installer.
The Solarize Hamden program will host a kick-off workshop on Wednesday, September
27 from 7 pm to 8:30 pm at Thornton Wilder Hall in the Hamden Public Library, 2901 Dixwell
Avenue. Residents can learn about the program, be introduced to their solar installer, hear about
financing options, and have a chance to learn if their house is good for solar.
Homeowners who want to find out if their home is good for solar can go directly to SolarizeCT.com/
Hamden.
Solarize is an award-winning program that increases residential solar through a proven formula.
It relies on an on-the-ground outreach campaign provided through town that helps educate consumers.
The pre-selected solar installer means residents are getting high quality equipment at reduced rates, specifically chosen for Hamden residents. Solarize was sparked by The Connecticut Green Bank in Connecticut and is managed by SmartPower (www.smartpower.org).
Hamden Mayor Curt Balzano Leng supports the Solarize Hamden campaign, “The Town of
Hamden is very happy to bring Solarize CT back to our residents for a second round. Hamden is committed to sustainability and this program is a great way for our residents to become involved and take
control of their energy bills. Solarize Hamden is a way for our residents to receive discounted pricing
and the peace of mind that comes with working with a reputable solar installer vetted by the Town. Residents can take advantage of solar incentives and different financing options to stabilize their electric
bills for years to come. As the Town itself continues to improve energy efficiency and reduce energy
costs across our buildings, I strongly encourage residents to make the same effort and find out if their
home is compatible with the Solarize CT program. Residents can sign up for a free solar evaluation, or
attend a Solarize CT workshop to find out more. It truly is a great way to save money and help our environment too!”
PAGE
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Award-Winning Solar Program
Returns to Hamden
“Connecticut is truly becoming a national leader in solar through the Solarize Connecticut program,” stated Brian F. Keane, President of SmartPower. Working in partnership with the CT Green
Bank and Connecticut communities, Solarize Connecticut has helped residential solar grow from less
than 900 installations in 2012 to over 22,000 today. We continue to see financing and the Solarize
model bringing down the cost of solar and making it affordable for more and more homeowners
throughout Connecticut.”
More information about Solarize Hamden can be found by visiting Solarizect.com/Hamden or
by contacting Kate Donnelly at kdonnelly@smartpower.org.
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QVHD To Host
“Healthy Walk N Talk”
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QVHD To Host
“Healthy Walk N Talk” (cont’d…)
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News from Hamden’s
Partnership for Young Children
Hamden's Partnership for Young Children and Hamden's Family Resource Center (hamden.org/frc
combined efforts and purchased snack bags for all entering kindergarteners. The FRC has been
supplying these colorful bags for several years - the number of schools depending on the funds
available. The Kindergarten teachers find it very
helpful for their little ones to all use the same type
bags as it makes snack time an easier process all the
way around.
The Hamden Public Schools Early Learning Program
which provides year round childcare and early education to three, four and five year olds, was notified in
July that the 4 classrooms at their Alice Peck location
had achieved accreditation by the National Association for the Education of Young Children. The Early Learning Program has 3 other sites which
have already achieved accreditation. The accreditation process requires a focused effort from
all staff, analyzing and improving policies, practices and curriculum resulting in a program that
is focused on offering a high quality program to young children and their families. For more
information about this program contact Director Tracy Myers 203-407-2254
The Partnership Annual meeting will be held on Monday, November 13th, 8:00 - 9:30, at Eli's on
Whitney. Open to the public, please leave a message at 203-407-7733 if you are interested in
attending.
Did you know that most early care and education programs hold Parent-Teacher Conferences just
like they do in elementary school? While parents and teachers involved with infants, toddlers
and preschoolers regularly see a member of the teaching teams at drop-off and pick-up, these
are not ideal times for extended conversations. The conferences offer a great opportunity for
the exchange of important information and for everyone to learn the best ways to support each
child's ongoing development.
If you would like more information about Hamden's Partnership for Young Children,
call Coordinator Tricia Godfrey at 203-407-7733.
Check out our website www.hamdenyoungchildren.org and face book page.
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Hamden Tree Commission Announces
“Notable Tree” for September
The Hamden Tree Commission is excited to announce the Hamden Notable Tree for the month
of September, 2017. This Franklin tree (Franklinia alatamaha) is located in the Spring Glen neighborhood of Hamden. The tree was first discovered in Georgia along the Altamaha River in the late 18th
century and was named in honor of Benjamin Franklin.
Though thought to be
extinct in the wild, the tree
has become quite popular as
a cultivated ornamental tree.
There is much folklore surrounding its discovery and
naming. The tree was quite
rare in the wild , only seen in
the wild in a small area of
Georgia. It took many years
to cultivate the tree, and it is
often referred to as the “first”
rare tree.
This small deciduous
tree is full grown at a height
of 10 to 20 feet and blooms
in late summer. It is best
known for its beautiful flowers which have five white
petals with bright yellow stamens and a sweet aroma,
similar to orange blossoms or
honeysuckle. Its long dark green leaves turn orange-red in the fall.
If you have a tree you would like to nominate, please send its location, an image and a few sentences describing the tree and what you think makes it notable to: help@hamden.com. Please include
your name, address, email and phone number as well. Or you can mail your nomination to the Hamden
Tree Commission care of the Mayor’s Office, Hamden Government Center, 2750 Dixwell Avenue,
Hamden, CT 06518.
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HazWaste Last Collection Notice
October 28th
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October is Bulk Waste
Pick-Up Month!
The semi-annual bulk trash pick-up program for Hamden will begin October 1st,
2017. Hamden residents may put bulk trash curbside in front of their homes anytime between
October 1st and October 31st. Acceptable items will be picked up by Hamden’s trash hauler
throughout the entire month of October. No phone calls or appointments are necessary. Residents
are urged to have bulk at the curb by or before their last regular refuse pick-up day for the month
of October. The program will run again in April. Please remember to place bulk trash away from
Town-issued trash and recycling carts and do not place any regular refuse with the bulk trash.
Acceptable items (150 pounds or less) are: 1) mattresses; 2) furniture; 3) rugs (must be rolled up
and tied like a log; no longer than four feet in length); 4) household appliances (washers, dryers,
air conditioners, stoves, refrigerators, freezers, toasters, lamps, microwaves); Note: State Law
requires the removal of air-tight doors on refrigerators and other appliances; 5) light and heavy
iron goods; 6) metal items (place at one end of the pile for separate scrap metal pick-up).
Unacceptable items are:
1) hazardous waste including oil-based paint, pesticides, pool chemicals, household cleaners, antifreeze,
aerosols, batteries, gasoline, motor oil (contact HazWaste Central at 203-401-2712);
2) remodeling, construction and demolition debris from any structure or part thereof, homeowner
must rent a dumpster. If you have reusable cabinets, doors, etc. contact Urbanminers, LLC,
www.urbanminers.com or the ReConnstruction Center at www.reconnstructioncenter.org
3) plumbing fixtures, sinks and pipes; a single unit or fixture may be accepted at the Hamden
Transfer Station;
4) tires (a limit of 4 tires per year may be brought to the Hamden Transfer Station, address below)
5) vehicle parts, lawnmowers and other gas-powered equipment (remove all fluids from engines,
dispose of fluids at HazWaste Central and dispose of equipment at a junkyard or metal recycling
facility)
6) branches, grass, leaves, tree stumps, rocks, sand, and dirt (contact Public Works at (203) 2872600 for specific guidelines);
7) propane tanks (accepted at most home improvement stores);
8) computers, televisions and other electronics (bring to Hamden Transfer Station for recycling –
be sure to remove the hard drive on your computers first);
9) pool covers (accepted at the Hamden Transfer Station).
The Hamden Transfer Station is located at 231 Wintergreen Avenue (hours are M-F from 7:30am3pm, 1st and 3rd Saturdays from 8am-11:45am) and the phone # is: 203-387-2435.
###
Please contact Recycling Coordinator, Haley Starvaggi, at 203-287-7021 or
hstarvaggi@hamden.com with any questions regarding bulk trash pickup.
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United Illuminating & Town of Hamden
Partner for Free LED Lightbulb Exchange
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Community Event Spotlight:
Color Me Run & 11th Annual P.L.A.C.E. Festival
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Community Event Spotlight:
Out of the Darkness Community Walk, Oct. 8th
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Information Guide
September 2017
Helpful Resources
Hamden Youth Services:
 Program Guide

Upcoming Events
Mayor’s Night Out, Oct. 23rd

Hamden Elderly Services:
 October 2017 Newsletter
 October 2017 Miller Café Menu
 October 2017 Miller Café Choice
Menu
Hamden Arts & Recreation:
 Arts and Rec Program Registration
Hamden Public Library
 Calendar of Events
 www.hamdenlibrary.org

P.L.A.C.E. Festival & Color Me
Run
QVHD Healthy Walk n’ Talk
Senior Resource Festival

ANNOUNCEMENTS


2017 Bicycle Patrol Routes Available Now!



HazWaste Central Now Open!



Campaign Finance Pilot Program



Like us on FACEBOOK & Follow us on TWITTER
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THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE SUBSCRIBED!
INPUT AND SUGGESTIONS FOR OUR MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER CAN BE EMAILED TO
PATRICK J. DONNELLY

WE’RE ON
THE WEB!
VISIT US!

Land of the
Sleeping
Giant

Want to become a subscriber?
Readers who wish to subscribe to the Monthly Town Hall Newsletter may do
so by navigating to www.hamden.com, and locating the “Sign up for Email
Notifications” link in the bottom left of our homepage. From there, potential
readers will be able to enter their desired email address and “check the box”
to “join” and sign up to receive the “Town of Hamden Monthly Newsletter”.
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