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Hamden Restaurant Week to
Start September 11th

The Hamden Regional Chamber of Commerce and Presenting Sponsor Bankwell, are pleased to announce its 7th Annual Hamden Restaurant
Week from Monday, September 11 through Saturday, September 16.
“We’re thrilled to partner with Bankwell to make this annual community event possible,” said Nancy Dudchik, Hamden Regional Chamber President. “We’re glad to have them join us once again in showcasing all our diverse and unique eateries. It’s a great opportunity for people to discover a
new restaurant, or revisit an old favorite for great prices and deals.
Bankwell officials were happy to have the opportunity to participate.
“Here at Bankwell, we are pleased to partner with the Chamber to help bring
great events like Restaurant Week to the community,” said Leila Votto, Vice
President and Branch Manager of Bankwell in Hamden. “We’re committed to
giving back to the communities we serve.”
Open to any restaurant in Hamden, participants must agree to offer
either a prix fixelunch ranging from $9-$15 and prix fixe dinner ranging from
$20-$35 (or both), or a Buy-One-Get-One Option. Restaurant owners interested in learning more about Restaurant Week, are asked to please contact the
Chamber office at 203-288-6431 for full details. We’re looking forward to
promoting all our area restaurants for this un-fork-gettable week!
To see the growing list of participating restaurants visit iloverestaurantweek.com or find us on Facebook at Hamden Restaurant Week.
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A Letter From
Mayor Curt Leng
Greetings Fellow Hamdenites –
It is my pleasure to welcome you once again to the monthly “Mayor’s Corner”. As we say goodbye to summer and welcome the autumn weather, I would like to
take this time to offer a few updates on what’s been happening here in Hamden. Over
the past month, we have adopted a number of new programs designed to help our residents and improve access to Town Officials and emergency personnel.
First and foremost, I am very pleased to announce that the Hamden Police Department has adopted the “Tip-411” system. For those that don’t yet know, TIP-411 is
a customized agency branded Web-based application for community alerts, social media publishing, public crime-mapping sharing, and two-way anonymous tip communications. Essentially, this new application will allow our residents to submit vital information directly to the Hamden Police Department, while also receiving emergency alerts and updates directly to their mobile device. TIP-411 has the potential to greatly enhance the methods by which our Police Department shares vital alerts and information with our residents, while also strengthening Hamden’s ability to
receive tips and helpful information from our own community members. I am greatly looking forward to
working with Police Chief Wydra to ensure this program is utilized efficiently and effectively over the coming months.
In addition to the TIP-411 application, I am very excited to announce that staff training for the newly adopted SeeClickFix application is now underway. (www.seeclickfix.com) The Mayor’s Office, Planning
& Zoning, and Engineering departments have all begun “Issues Management” training inside the program,
with Public Works and other key staff members scheduled to receive training in the coming weeks.
SeeClickFix is a new application which will allow residents to report issues such as blight, potholes,
damaged sidewalks, downed trees, trash and recycling issues, and more directly to the relevant Town Department just by the push of a button. The application can be downloaded to any smart-device, and can also
be used on a regular desktop computer. Residents will be able to pin-point the location of a specific issue on
a virtual map of Hamden, submit the issue to the relevant department, and view whether or not that specific
issue has been received and acknowledged by the Town. In addition, residents who submit issues will be
notified via the SeeClickFix system as to how their specific issue is being handled by the Town, and if additional action or dialogue is required for a positive resolution.
I am very hopeful that the advent of the TIP-411 and SeeClickFix applications will provide enhanced and more transparent methods for communicating directly with Town emergency personnel and department staff. One of the primary goals of my administration has been to open the doors of local government to all residents, and ensure that specific needs are addressed and properly resolved. I am confident
these two new applications will assist in this effort, and I greatly look forward to the many positive results
each program will yield for our residents in the months ahead.
I encourage all readers to visit www.hamden.com for more information about each application, and
to keep checking your local newspapers and media outlets for information on specific launch dates for each
program. Thank you all, and enjoy the last few days of summer!
-Mayor Curt Balzano Leng
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Motor Vehicle Tax Bills
Released
This release serves to notify Hamden residents that Motor Vehicle Tax bills have been mailed,
and to clarify the reason for initial delay.
In the spring of this year the Town of Hamden set its Mill Rate for Personal Property and Real
Estate based on the 17-18’ Operating Budget, which was approved by the Hamden Legislative Council.
At the completion of the Town’s budget process, the State of Connecticut had not yet completed the
State Budget process and had not deliberated on legislation that would allow the Town to adjust the
Mill Rate for Motor Vehicle taxes from the 32.00 mill “cap” the State imposed last year. In delaying,
the Town’s goal was to avoid having to send out an initial bill at the regulated cap (32.00 mills), and
then a supplemental bill for the amount regulated at the completion of the State budget.
To date, the State of Connecticut Legislature has still not officially voted on the State budget,
but has unofficially indicated that municipalities will be capped at 37.00 mills for Motor Vehicle Tax
bills.
As with previous bills, per Connecticut General Statute 12-142, there will be a thirty day grace
period from the time the Motor Vehicle bills are mailed out for taxpayers to pay before interest is levied. The Town recognizes the incredible inconvenience this situation has caused for taxpayers, and has
communicated daily to impress upon the State the urgent need to complete the budget process to allay
taxpayer burden.
Motor Vehicle tax bills on the 10/1/2016 Grand List were mailed 8/30/2017, with a due date of
9/1/2017. These tax bills must be paid by 10/2/2017, to avoid interest. The taxes cover the period of
October 1, 2016 through September 30, 2017. The Town is sending the bills out with a mill rate of
37.00, based on the most current State information available. If you do not receive a bill by the first
week of September, please call the Tax Office at 203-287-7140. Failure to receive a bill does not invalidate the tax or interest charges. Online tax bill lookup and payment should be available by 9/1/2017, at
www.hamden.com. For vehicles sold, stolen, totally destroyed and the registration was not transferred
to another vehicle, or if you have moved out of state, you may
be eligible for a tax credit. To obtain a credit, you must furnish
proof as required by the Assessor, who can be contacted at
203-287-7128.
.

For further information, please contact Information &
Research Officer, Patrick J. Donnelly, at 203-287-7009 or by
email at pdonnelly@hamden.com
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CT Veterans “Stand Down” Event to
be held in Rocky Hill
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Sounds of Summer Festival
September 8th
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Beer and Wine Tasting to
Benefit Hamden Land Conservation Trust
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“Rock Your Baby” Diaper Bank Event
September 14th
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Hamden to Purchase New Interactive Panels for
Classrooms
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng and Superintendent Jody Goeler are very pleased to announce that the
Hamden Legislative Council approved a bid waiver for the purchase of 74 brand-new interactive display
panels for use primarily at the Hamden Middle School. The interactive display boards are advanced versions
of the original smart boards which were installed when the school was first constructed in 2004. Through
the bid waiver process, the Town is expected to save nearly $150,000.00 on the purchase of these display
boards – with an average savings of $2,000 per unit in comparison to other competitively bid prices.
Hamden Public Schools Superintendent, Jody Goeler, commented, “With all our technology purchases, we always put a lot of effort into finding equipment and applications at the lowest cost possible, so
that we spend every Hamden dollar wisely,” said Superintendent of Schools Jody Goeler. “We are extremely appreciative of our town’s Legislative Council, who provided the funding for the Boards and then approved the waiver so that we could begin to install these devices prior to the start of the school year. Technology tools such as these are extremely valuable in our classrooms and allow students to interact and engage with learning in new ways that expand and deepen their understanding.”
Commenting on the purchase of the interactive display boards, Mayor Leng noted, “I really commend the Board Administration for this effort, which resulted in tremendous cost savings. This will allow
the Town and BOE to upgrade our technologies and continue providing top-notch learning environments to
our students.”

Hamden Library
Fall Teen Programs


6 p.m. Tues. Sep 5, 12 & 19: Warm Up America: Learn to Knit and Crochet. Bring your own knitting
needles or crochet hook, we’ll provide the yarn!



3 p.m. Wed. Sep 27 Teen Movie Time: The LEGO Batman Movie



4:30 p.m. Wed. Oct 11: Stuffed Animal Taxidermy! Bring your own
stuffed animal, use one provided. Or sew different animals together
to make a Franken-toy.



3 p.m. Wed. Oct 18 Teen Movie Time: Hocus Pocus



1 p.m. Thurs. Oct 19 Pumpkin Painting



3 p.m. Wed. Nov 8, Teen Movie Time: Harry Potter And The Sorcerer’s Stone



5 p.m. Tues. Nov 14 Potterpalooza! Put on your robes and join us in the Great Hall (aka Thornton Wilder Hall) as we celebrate the wizarding world! Draco and the Malfoys will be here too! Muggles of all
ages welcome!



3 p.m. Wed. Nov 29 Game Night! REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR ALL PROGRAMS Register
online at hamdenlibrary.org or call 203-287-2680
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Recycling Coordinator Reminds Hamden
to “Bring Your Own Bag”
Hamden’s Recycling Coordinator and the Solid
Waste and Recycling Commission would like to remind you
to please remember to Bring Your Own Bag when shopping
around town.
Currently only 5% of single use plastic bags are
properly recycled. These bags cannot be placed in your
curbside recycling bin and must be returned to the store to be
recycled. Due to their light weight, these bags can easily float
away when improperly disposed and negatively impact the
environment. They are the 2nd most common ocean waste
pollutant and entangle and kill wildlife. Production of new
single use plastic bags means the consumption of nonrenewable fossil fuels.
It is estimated that 950 million single use plastic bags
are handed out to Connecticut shoppers each year, with an
average life of about 12 minutes.
An alternative to single use plastic bags includes making your own from an old t-shirt. There are
some simple no-sew tutorials, and the t-shirt bags can easily be machine washed to stay clean between trips
to the grocery store. Another alternative to bags includes packing your groceries in plastic crates, this sturdy
option is easy to clean, can hold more than bags, and you can opt to purchase foldable crates for easy storage between shopping trips.

Youth Services Accepting
“Back to School” Donations
We are now collecting new school supplies for our School Supplies Closet which is available year round, free of charge, to
Hamden children and youth in need from Preschool all the way
up to College ages. Please help by donating any of the following items:
Backpacks, laminated folders, paper, calculators, rulers, pencil
sharpeners, pencils, pens, magic markers, crayons, glue, tape,
scissors, etc.
Call 203-777-2610 for more details!
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Former Whitney Center Developer Re-Opens
Men’s Clothing Store
The “Mayor of Whitney Avenue”
Has a New Home
Hamden businessman Donald J. Camerato has reopened his men’s clothing store on Whitney Avenue, at the
corner of Dixwell. His new shop, residing in a commercial
complex he helped design in the 1980s offers high quality
shirts, ties, suits, custom tailoring, and consulting services.
Camerato hopes that his unique wares and attention to detail will draw customers in an age of mass production and
online shopping.
Growing up on Bradley Avenue in Hamden, Don
Camerato got his start in business in his early 20s. After
working retail and acquiring a passion for clothing, he decided to open his own store at 22 years old. He
opened his first location in 1964 and named his clothing line D’Camm Limited. He had small shop built
from the ground up in 1967 and before long, two more locations sprouted- one in Fairfield, and one in
the newly developed Hartford Civic Center. At one point, he was offered the Presidency and 40% of
Kramers Fur, a furriery that did more than $6 million in sales at the time. Despite the lucrative offer,
Camarato turned it down, preferring to focus his attention on his own brand. In 1973, he became the
youngest president of the Hamden Chamber of Commerce.
A D’Camm Limited advertisement that
ran in the New York Times.
While Camerato contemplated what’s
next, his marketing manager suggested returning to Hamden. Despite the financial burden that it entailed, Camerato closed his Fairfield and Hartford locations to focus on developing Hamden. He had an idea for a “town
center” where small, unique businesses would
attract customers to a safe shopping environment. His idea led to the development of
Whitney Center. 10.5 acres held by 13 different landowners were bought, consolidated,
and developed.
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Former Whitney Center Developer Re-Opens
Men’s Clothing Store (cont’d…)
From 1979-1984, over $40 million was invested in
developing a space for small businesses and two large office buildings. Commercial Union Insurance was the first
tenant and space in the complex filled up quickly. The
space was about 98% leased by 1987.
Although Camerato had worked hard to make the
project a reality, he decided to end his involvement in
Whitney Center in 1987. He briefly worked at the firm of
the architect hired to construct one of the Whitney Center
office buildings. In 1989, Camerato decided that he needed to refocus his efforts on D’Camm Limited. Over the
next decade, he tried a couple different locations throughout Hamden. He finally settled on Whitney Avenue where
he had been for the past 16 years. Now, in a humorous
twist of fate, he finds himself opening at his new location
in Whitney Center- the same plaza he devoted so much time to developing. His store is located at 2323
Whitney Avenue, behind Mickey’s Restaurant.
Being a native son of Hamden, Camerato believes that the Town is a special place that needs to
flaunt its assets and better utilize its local talent. “I want to see the Town converse and collaborate with
the movers and shakers in the pockets of Hamden” he says. “We should talk about the positives of
Hamden- it has a good school system and the services that the taxes provide are great.”
Camerato still believes in selling the hype of Hamden. He believes that the Town should work
with the business community to provide a unique culture and experience for Hamden residents and customers. He believes in making people excited about the uniqueness of Hamden and inspiring pride.
“Whether you’re rich, middle class, or poor, everyone should be able to feel pride in where they live.”
To learn more about D’Camm Limited, visit http://www.dcammltd.com.
To contact D’Camm Limited, call (203) 230-9494 or e-mail at dcammltd@yahoo.com.
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Aldi and Wine Merchants Occupy
Vacant Toys-R-Us Space
Five years after becoming vacant the former Toys-R-Us space will have two new tenants in the
36,000 S.F. space at the Hamden Mart.
Aldi https://www.aldi.us/ is a Food Market and Dry
Goods store located throughout the United States and the
world. Founded by the Albrecht family, ALDI now has more
than 1,600 stores across 35 states, employs over 24,000 people
and has been steadily growing since opening its first US store
in Iowa in 1976.
“The Town of Hamden is thrilled to welcome Aldi to
the Hamden Mart. For many years, our Economic Development
Department has worked tirelessly to fill the vacancy left by
Toys-R-Us. Thanks to the dedicated work of Director Kroop
and his staff, we are very happy to report a “slam-dunk” with
the arrival of Aldi. The Town looks forward to the many benefits their presence will bring to Hamden and residents at large.”
said Mayor Curt Balzano Leng.
The no-frills grocery shopping experience focuses on
customers first - delivering high quality food they’re proud to serve their family, responsive customer
service, everyday low prices and a quick-and-easy shopping experience with only four to five aisles
and all the essentials. Shoppers will find more than 90 percent of the groceries we offer are under our
ALDI exclusive brands, hand-selected by ALDI to ensure that our products meet or exceed the national
brands on taste, quality and, of course, price. That means you don’t have to worry about which ketchup
brand or Greek yogurt brand is best, because we’ve specially curated the best product for you and your
family.
Aldi partners with a wide variety of growers – including some local farmers – to offer a wide
variety of fresh, in-season produce, including organic fruits and vegetables. From USDA Choice meats
to gluten-free and organic foods, we are committed to bringing our shoppers the highest quality products at the lowest possible prices.
The Hamden Aldi store will take approximately 20,000 Square Feet and is anticipated to open
in the spring of 2018. Approximately 50 jobs will be created.
The Wine Merchant which is currently located on the left of Walmart in the Hamden Mart, had
outgrown its space. It will take the remaining 15,000 SF of space.
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Aldi and Wine Merchants Occupy
Vacant Toys-R-Us Space (cont’d…)
In other news at the Hamden Mart, Burlington Clothing store will be open in the summer of
2017. Additionally a new Asian Fusion restaurant called Zzaam Korean BBQ, which will open this fall
in the former Muscle Maker space, next to Massage Envy.
Kimko Realty, who owns and manages the Hamden Mart will also have announcements later
this year about two new retailers in the Mart.
“Retailers know that Hamden is a strong market for shopping in the Magic Mile. Our access to
the Wilber Cross Parkway and several other state roads makes access easy for retailers. We look forward to seeing people shop at these several new stores and eateries”, stated Dale Kroop, Director of
Economic Development and Neighborhood Revitalization.




For more information about Aldi go to https://www.aldi.us/.
For more information about the Wine Merchant, go to https://www.facebook.com/pages/WineMerchants/208539205911258
For more information about Kimco Realty, go to https://www.kimcorealty.com/

Hamden CERT
Offers Basic Training Class
The local Community Emergency Response Team,
Hamden CERT, will be holding a basic training class on
Thursday September 21st. Classes are FREE and everybody is encouraged to learn more about what CERT does!
Most notably seen working the Hamden Arts Commission
Summer Concert Series in July, CERT works all major
community events as well as helping respond to major
emergencies.
This is a great opportunity for those looking to
make a real impact on their community! To download an
application, visit the website:
https://www.hamdencert.com/
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Hamden High School Grad
Named Miss Connecticut!
Congratulations to Hamden High
School Class of 2014's Eliza Kanner,
who was recently crowned Miss Connecticut 2017! While a student at HHS,
Eliza was very active in a wide variety
of clubs and activities, including the
Dance Team, DECA, and the Drama
Club. She also served for two years as a
Student Representative to the Board of
Education.
This isn't the first time Eliza has
won competitions: When she was at
HHS, she took first place in the International DECA competition and was a
member of Hamden High's highlyrenowned State championship-winning
Dance Team. In 2016, she won
the Leaders of Tomorrow Award - just
one of many special recognitions Eliza
has received for her charitable efforts.
Eliza is currently a student at the University of Connecticut.
Eliza was honored this summer at
the Miss Connecticut competition, beating out qualified and worthy women
across the state. Eliza will compete in
the 2018 Miss America Pageant on September 10, 2017. We will all be rooting
for you Eliza!

Read more about Eliza on the Miss Connecticut and Miss America Websites.
Again, Congratulations!
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Library Children’s Department
Gets Their Garden On!
As part of the Hamden Public Library’s “S.T.E.A.M. into Reading” summer reading program children have been growing a vegetable garden in the community garden located near Miller Library. Not
only did the children plant and harvest cucumbers, lettuce, tomatoes, beans, squash, onions and carrots,
they also read gardening-related books as they rested from their labors outside garden.
The library would like to thank DeMatteo Farms and Paradise Nursery for their generous plant donations. The Children’s department looks forward to continuing its horticultural activities in the future.
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QVHD to Hold a “Healthy Walk N’ Talk”
Saturday, Oct. 14th
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August 2017
Notable Tree
The Hamden Tree Commission is excited to
announce a fascinating Hamden Notable Tree for the
month of August, 2017. This dawn redwood
(Metasequoia glyptostroboides), located in the Bear
Path neighborhood of Hamden, is a living fossil. The
dawn redwood was thought to be long extinct, known
only from fossils found in North America and Asia. In
1941, however, some dawn redwoods were discovered in a remote valley in China. Seeds were exported
to universities and arboreta in the United States in
1948, in hopes of repopulating the tree. The owners of
this tree, Jeff and Bess Horn, were told by the original
owner of the home -- who was Dean of the Yale
School of Forestry & Environmental Studies -- that
their tree came from a seed sent from China.
The homeowners believe the tree was planted
around the time the house was built in 1958. In less
than 60 years, this tree has grown to be over 110 feet
tall with a circumference of 122 inches. This is the
tallest dawn redwood measured in Connecticut! Besides the attractive tall, fluted trunk with flakey reddish bark, the tree has feathery, fern-like foliage that
turns reddish brown in late fall. Although it is a conifer, its leaves are deciduous. The dawn redwood produces small cones that are less than one inch long and
grows best on shady moist sites in ravines and near
streams.
The export of seed in 1948, resulted in the
worldwide distribution of this fantastic relic. Although thousands of dawn redwoods are now in cultivation, the tree is rare and critically endangered in
its native habitat. If you would like to see a dawn redwood in person, you can visit the sibling of the
Hamden tree, which grows in front of the entrance to the Peabody Museum at Yale University.
If you have a tree you would like to nominate, please send its location, an image and a few sentences describing the tree and what you think makes it notable to: help@hamden.com. Please include
your name, address, email and phone number as well. Or you can mail your nomination to the Hamden
Tree Commission care of the Mayor’s Office, Hamden Government Center, 2750 Dixwell Avenue,
Hamden, CT 06518.
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Hamden Police Department
Citizens Police Academy
Mission Statement:
The Hamden Police Department is sponsoring a Citizens Police Academy. The
purpose of this academy is to provide local residents and business/property owners with information as it relates to the
function and activities of the Hamden Police Department. It is the hope that this
program will increase police awareness
and build community rapport through this
educational endeavor. In return, the Hamden Police Department will benefit by becoming more aware of the concerns of the
community through their interaction and input during this program.
Topics: The Hamden Citizens Police Academy will cover topics such as:
General Introduction
Computer/Internet Crimes
Ethics and Integrity/Public Information Officer
Police Technology
Drug and gang Investigations
Crime Prevention
Patrol Procedures
Motor vehicle stops
Major crimes/ fraud investigations
Criminal Justice Procedures
Crime scene investigations
K-9 Procedures
Cultural awareness/ hate bias
Traffic and DUI investigations

Use of Force

Requirements to Apply:
Age: 21 years of age
Hamden resident/Hamden business owner/Hamden College Student
Applicants will not be considered if they have been convicted of a felony, class A or class B misdemeanor. Background investigations will be conducted. Class is limited to 25 participants.
Application Deadline:
All applications must be submitted to the Hamden Police Department no later than 4:00 pm on September 11, 2017. Applications can be mailed, faxed (203-230-4068), dropped off at the police department,
or emailed to bzuscin@hamdenpd.com. Attn: Sergeant Brent Zuscin
When: Classes will begin on September 13, 2017 and continue until December 13, 2017. All classes
will be held on Wednesdays at the Hamden Police Department Training Division from 6:30 pm- 9:00
pm.
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Citizens Police Academy
(cont’d…)

Hamden Police Department
Citizen’s Police Academy Application
Name:____________________________________ Date of Birth:_________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________
Email:_________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone:______________ Work Phone:_______________ Cell Phone:________________
Driver’s License #_______________________State:___________________________________
Business Address:_______________________________________________________________
Please explain why you want to participate in the Hamden Citizen’s Police Academy?
___________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
How did you hear about the Hamden Citizen’s Police Academy?__________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
I believe that all the information above to be true and accurate. I understand that from the application and signature below, the information will be verified and a background investigation will be
conducted by the Hamden Police Department.
Signature:_____________________________

Date:____________________________

Completed application must be submitted no later than September 11, 2017 4:00 pm
Hamden Police Department
2900 Dixwell Ave.
Hamden, CT. 06518
203-230-3767
Attention: Sergeant Brent Zuscin
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Community Event Spotlight:
Color Me Run & 11th Annual P.L.A.C.E. Festival
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Information Guide
August 2017
Helpful Resources
Hamden Youth Services:
 Program Guide

Upcoming Events
Harvest & Homecoming Festival
Ft. Irish Fest

Hamden Elderly Services:
 September 2017 Newsletter
 September 2017 Miller Café Menu
 September 2017 Miller Café
Choice Menu
Hamden Arts & Recreation:
 Arts and Rec Program Registration
Hamden Public Library
 Calendar of Events
 www.hamdenlibrary.org

Brooksvale Fall Festival
Sounds of Summer
The Diaper Bank Event
P.L.A.C.E. Festival & Color Run
Mayor’s Night Out, Sept. 18th

ANNOUNCEMENTS


2017 Bicycle Patrol Routes Available Now!



HazWaste Central Now Open!



Campaign Finance Pilot Program



Like us on FACEBOOK & Follow us on TWITTER
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