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Hamden Offers FREE
Tax Preparation
Free tax preparation will be offered at two Hamden sites from late January
through April 14, 2018. Households earning less than $53,930 can take advantage
of the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program. Taxpayers may qualify
for the Earned Income Tax Credit plus credits for childcare expenses or education
expenses, which can return thousands of dollars to the taxpayer, depending on taxpayer income.
A joint initiative of the IRS, United Way and local IRS-certified volunteers,
Hamden’s VITA program expects to serve roughly 1,000 households, returning tax
credits and refunds of over $1 million to families working to make ends meet.
Hamden VITA will operate at:
 Keefe Community Center on Thursdays from 3:00-8:00pm
 Hamden High on Mondays and Wednesdays 5:00-8:00pm, Saturdays from
10:00am until 2:00pm.
No appointments are necessary, both sites are walk-in only. VITA will be closed
any time the schools are closed due to bad weather and on the following dates:
 Keefe Community Center: March 15, 2018
 Hamden High School: February 19, 2018
AARP’s Tax-Aide volunteers also prepare taxes at the Miller Senior Center by appointment. Hamden seniors can make an appointment by calling 203-287-2547.
In order to have their taxes completed, taxpayers should bring with them all relevant
materials, including: a photo ID for themselves and spouses; Social Security cards
or ITIN numbers for everyone that will be listed on the return; documents for all
income (from work, social security, pensions or interest); support for child care expenses (including the provider’s address and social security number); health insurance documentation (especially 1095A forms from Access Health CT); mortgage
information; and a copy of a check for direct deposit of refunds. For a more complete list, go to irs.gov/individuals/checklist-for-free-tax-return-preparation.
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A Letter From Mayor Curt Leng
“The Year Ahead”
Greetings Fellow Hamdenites!
Welcome back! This issue marks our 3rd year publishing this newsletter
and I’d like to thank our readers for their continued interest in all things Hamden.
There is much more content on the way in 2018 so stay tuned!
Last month, I shared a short review of 2017 accomplishments: renovated
parks, major street paving and sidewalk repairs, improved community policing
efforts, expanded traffic enforcement and calming efforts, enhanced senior tax relief, renovations to our senior center and much more.
Today, I would like to share some of the areas my team will focus on in
2018: youth violence prevention, finances and tax stabilization, neighborhood
safety and revitalization, economic development, blight enforcement and townwide beautification! In this column we’ll discuss youth violence prevention, neighborhood revitalization and
blight enforcement in more detail.
It is crucial that we, as responsible stewards of our community, work to adequately prepare and protect our youth for the challenges they face and those which lie ahead. We’ve now begun a local conversation
about serious youth issues facing communities across this country. It is my goal is to learn more about our
community’s specific needs and to implement pro-active programs to address those needs and do what we
can to reduce violence amongst youth in our neighborhoods.
As one of our first new actions to address youth violence, the Town entered into an agreement with
the New Haven Family Alliance to implement a Hamden Street Outreach Worker Program (SOWP). The
program is designed to provide positive mentor opportunities to at-risk youth, connect youth to helpful essential services, and intervene and respond in situations of potential harm or violence. The SOWP model has
been successfully implemented in New Haven and helped reduce gun violence from 2007 to 2015.
In addition to engaging our youth, Hamden will begin a terrific process that engages all community
stakeholders – one that I was actively involved with in the mid-90’s, Neighborhood Revitalization Zones or
NRZ for short. The NRZ process brought neighborhood residents, businesses and other stakeholders together to analyze their neighborhood needs and recommend ways to bring about real change and improvements.
This process resulted in the creation of a Strategic Plan, developed entirely by a community grassroots effort, which then gets adopted by the Town and is used as a roadmap for revitalization. This process was successfully completed in the State Street and Highwood areas with many tangible results.
I believe in the real potential to revitalize and refresh the economic trajectory of our neighborhoods.
In the coming weeks, we will “re-launch” both the State Street and Highwood NRZ’s. I look forward to
working with Economic Development & Neighborhood Revitalization Director, Dale Kroop, on this relaunch and also toward determining which other areas of Hamden might be both interested in and bestsuited for such efforts.
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A Letter From Mayor Curt Leng
“The Year Ahead”
Blight enforcement and beautification efforts are key tenants of enacting any successful revitalization. I am working with several Town Departments to develop an improved response to address blighted
properties that harm neighborhoods across Hamden. Utilizing the new SeeClickFix platform – a mobile reporting tool for residents – to address complaints directly has been an effective start to this effort. We still
have more work to do, and we will strive to make 2018 a year where residents and visitors alike will note
Hamden’s efforts to attack blight, expand beautification efforts and work to make our community cleaner
and greener in ways big and small.
I look forward to providing you much more information about our efforts to accomplish these goals
– and many more – over the year to come. If you’d like to hear more about Town efforts between columns,
please feel free to follow both me and the official Town of Hamden pages on social media platforms like
Facebook and Twitter, where we are working really hard to communicate with our residents daily. Until
next time.
Sincerely,
Curt Balzano Leng, Mayor

Hamden Adopts
Street Outreach Worker Program
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng and Police Chief Thomas Wydra are excited to announce a new effort in
enhancing community policing involvement throughout Hamden. Recently, the Town entered into an agreement with the New Haven Family Alliance Street Outreach Worker Program (SOWP) to provide positive
mentor opportunities to at-risk youth, connect youth to helpful services, and intervene and respond in situations of potential violence. The SOWP model has been successfully implemented in the City of New Haven,
and has resulted in a reduction of gun violence from 2007 to 2015
Commenting on the program, Mayor Leng said, “It’s real life hands-on, not just opening a recreation
center for a couple hours, not that it’s not important, but that doesn’t solve what have become very societal
problems with our kids. We wonder why young people are angry and having issues and are stressed at such
young ages. One of the things to look at is younger people at young ages are being asked to do things that
adults typically have done. The 12-year-old is being asked to look after two siblings and to be the parent,
and then they can’t be a kid.
The Street Outreach Worker Program (SOWP) utilizes a “Public Health” risk reduction model with
the goal of decreasing violence among teens and young adults. The SOWP employs several best practice
strategies including: 1) outreach and engagement of youth at high risk of gun violence; 2) maintaining a
presence in neighborhoods where youth gun violence occurs and intervening in potentially violence situations to head off violence (a concerted effort to separate youth from their guns); preventing retaliation for
community violence by offering nonviolent solutions and having a presence at hospitals following shootings; 3) establishing and using a network of social service referrals to provide assistance at all times to those
in need; 4) creating partnerships with provider organizations to help create a comprehensive response to gun
violence in the city; 5) advocating for teens and young adults, to help youth negotiate challenges they encounter in court, schools, and community.
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Assessor’s Office Notice:
Elderly / Disabled Tax Programs
The Hamden Assessor's Office will be taking applications for credits on real estate tax bills for
qualified elderly and/or disabled residents from February 1, 2018 to May 15, 2018 from 8:30 a.m. to
12:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Applications for income regulated veteran's exemptions will also
be taken through September 30, 2018.
Elderly and Disabled Homeowners Program
QUALIFICATIONS:
Applicant must be 65 years of age or over as of December 31, 2017 or be totally disabled.
Applicant must own and reside in the home.
Applicant must have income of $43,000 or less for a married couple or $35,300 or less for a single person.
Proof of 2017 income must be provided.
Current Federal Income Tax Return if filed or bank statements showing interest earned, pension statements, dividend statements, and Statement of Earnings from the Social Security Administration (SSA
1099 or SSA 2458)
Additional State and Local Veterans Exemption Programs
QUALIFICATIONS:
Applicant must qualify for regular veteran's exemption by having served, or be currently serving, on active duty for a minimum of 90 days during a time of war and have filed a notice of
honorable discharge or active duty with the Town Clerk.
State veteran exemption program limits income to $43,000 or less for a married couple and
$35,300 or less for a single person, unless the veteran has a 100% VA rated disability rating.
Those limits are $21,000 for a married couple and $18,000 for a single person and only taxable income information must be provided.
Also available are local exemptions for veterans who have income of less than $67,900 for a
couple and less than $60,200 for a single person.
Application for these programs must be completed by September 30, 2018.
Homeowners and veterans who are currently on a program and are due to reapply will receive a notice
by mail.
The Hamden Assessor’s Office is located on the lower level of the Government Center at 2750 Dixwell
Avenue at the corner of Evergreen Avenue. The Government Center is accessible to disabled persons.
Please call our office if you have special needs.
www.hamden.com
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Town of Hamden
Snow Policy
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Positive Choices
Billboard Design Contest
The Town of Hamden Youth Services Bureau, Hamden Public Schools and the Hamden Youth Network with support from Outfront Media, is sponsoring a Substance Abuse Prevention Billboard Design
Contest through a grant from the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services. This contest is in
support of the Hamden Youth Network’s prevention efforts to keep Hamden youth involved in positive activities and away from unhealthy substances such as alcohol, tobacco and drugs. Last year was the first year
the contest was offered and it was most successful.
Eligible entries; must be submitted by a Hamden resident youth who is a student in ninth through
twelfth grade (Home schooled children are also eligible-ages 14-18); follow required design specifications;
and have an official entry form completed. Entry forms will be distributed through the Hamden Youth Services Bureau located in the Keefe Community Center 11 Pine Street in Hamden and through Connections
class at Hamden High School on Tuesday, February 2nd. Submission deadline is by March 12, 2018. No
submissions will be accepted after March 12th. Contact Susan Rubino, Youth Services Coordinator for additional details 203 777-2610 ext. 1120 or srubino@hamden.com. Entry forms are available on the Town of
Hamden website, Hamden Public Schools website, Hamden High School and the Hamden Youth Services
Bureau.
Rules:
 The designs should include a Drug Free design and message.
 Entries must be submitted by 4 p.m. on Monday, March 12, 2018.Completed forms and art work must
be turned into one of the three individuals listed on the entry form.
 There is a limit of one billboard design entry per student.
 Entries should be drawn on the provided billboard design sheet in horizontal format. Digital art should
be created in the dimensions of 4.5” (vertical) by 8” (horizontal).
 Artist name should be printed on the back of the billboard design sheet. For judging purposes, names
should not be on the front of the design sheet.
 A signed Entry Form & Release must be submitted with the entry.
 Three billboard designs will be selected as winners by a judging panel. The first prize winner will receive $1,000.00 and have their design displayed on three billboards throughout town. Second place
winner will receive $500.00 and have their design displayed on two billboards in Hamden. The third
place winner will receive $250.00 and have their design displayed on one billboard.
 The winners from each age group will be recognized at a community celebration.
 Tips for creating an effective billboard design:
 Colors should be bold and show contrast and clarity.
 If words are used in the design (optional), no more than seven words should be used and font should be
simple.
 Designs should be simple and easy to understand in a short amount of time.
Questions regarding the contest can be submitted to: Town of Hamden Youth Services Bureau
Susan Rubino, Coordinator 203 777-2610 ext. 1120 or srubino@hamden.com

ENTRY FORM
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Solar Installer Holds
Office Hours
The Solarize Hamden program is approaching its official deadline on February 14. Solarize
Hamden offers solar installations to homeowners at discounted pricing. Homeowners still have time to
take advantage of the savings by getting a free site evaluation before the deadline.
Hamden’s chosen solar installer, C-TEC Solar, will be holding office hours at the Government
Center on February 1 and 7th. Residents can find out if there home is good for solar with a private consultation with the installer. Residents who already have proposals can discuss them with representatives
of C-TEC Solar.
WHAT: Solarize Hamden Office Hours
WHEN: Wednesday, February 7th; 4:00pm – 7:00pm
WHERE: Hamden Government Center, 2750 Dixwell Avenue, 1st Floor Conference Room
Solarize Hamden is a coordinated effort across the community, supported by the Town of Hamden. Through a competitive selection process, the Town selected C-TEC Solar as their solar installer.
Hamden’s Energy Efficiency Coordinator Kathleen Schomaker encourages residents to, “Take
advantage of this opportunity before Solarize Hamden campaign ends on February 14. Your office visit
on February 1 or February 7 gives you an opportunity to meet with C-TEC Solar staff to see if your
home-site qualifies for solar and to learn more about the savings possible with solar energy.”
Homeowners who want to find out if their home is good for solar can go directly to Solarizect.com/Hamden. Residents who live in surrounding communities can also participate in Solarize by
going to SolarizeCT.com.
Mayor Curt Leng supports the Solarize Hamden program, “Hamden is very happy to bring Solarize CT back to our residents for a second round. Hamden is committed to sustainability and this program is a great way for our residents to become involved and take control of their energy bills. Solarize
Hamden is a way for our residents to receive discounted pricing and the peace of mind that comes with
working with a reputable solar installer vetted by the Town. Residents can take advantage of solar incentives and different financing options to stabilize their electric bills for years to come. As the Town
itself continues to improve energy efficiency and reduce energy costs across our buildings, I strongly
encourage residents to make the same effort and find out if their home is compatible with the Solarize
CT program. Residents can sign up for a free solar evaluation, or attend a Solarize CT workshop to
find out more. It truly is a great way to save money and help our environment too!”
More information about Solarize Hamden can be found by visiting Solarizect.com/Hamden by
contacting Kathleen Schomaker at 203-287-7036.
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12th Annual Earth Day Celebration
Sponsorship Opportunities
Saturday, April 21st, 2018 - 10am-2pm - Hamden Middle School - 2623 Dixwell Avenue
The Town of Hamden 2018 Earth Day Celebration Committee is offering sponsorship opportunities
to the local business community. This family-oriented, free-admission celebration draws 3,000-4,000 visitors. Since admission and all attractions are all free and open to the public we rely heavily on sponsors to
make this event a success. Donations cover the cost of events, attractions, refreshments for the volunteer and
exhibitor hospitality room, and marketing materials. Join us at any of a variety of sponsorship levels to help
create a greener community!
An Earth Day Gift Fund has been established by the Town of Hamden to accept money and in-kind
service donations of a minimum value of $50. Donations must be received by February 1, 2018 to take full
advantage of sponsorship benefits. Please make checks payable to: Hamden Earth Day Gift Fund and
mail to: Haley Starvaggi, Hamden Government Center, 2750 Dixwell Ave., Hamden, CT 06518.
Earth Day Sponsors will be acknowledged as follows:
Community Sponsor
$100
 Recognized as a sponsor on our webpage and in any press releases regarding the event
 Color logo included on our sponsors thank-you board displayed at the event
 Special announcement mentioning sponsor name prior to Orchid Award ceremony
Supporting Sponsor
$250
 Name listed on back of t-shirts worn by volunteers and some available for sale at the event
 Given three complimentary t-shirts
 Recognized as a sponsor on our webpage and in any press releases regarding the event
 Color logo included on our sponsors thank-you board displayed at the event
 Special announcement mentioning sponsor name prior to Orchid Award ceremony
Principal Sponsor
$1,000 (4 spots available)
 Black and white logo on back of t-shirts worn by volunteers and some available for sale at the event
 Given five complimentary t-shirts
 Recognized as a sponsor on our webpage and in any press releases regarding the event
 Color logo included on our sponsors thank-you board displayed at the event
 Color logo displayed on two full-size banners displayed in town a week before the event
 Special announcement mentioning sponsor name prior to Orchid Award ceremony
Attraction Sponsor
Various levels
You may specify that your donation be used to fund a specific attraction or activity at the event. In addition
to the benefits listed above your name will be attached to the attraction title (e.g. Live Bird Show provided
by “X” Company) in all printed and announced materials. Attractions range from $300 to $1,600. If interested, please use the contact information below to request information about attractions and attraction pricing.
Please contact Haley Starvaggi at 203-287-7021 or hstarvaggi@hamden.com to discuss this unique opportunity.
Thank you for your commitment to making Hamden a better place to live and work!
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Hamden Saves Resident $120k
Discount Prescription Drug Card Program
The Town of Hamden, through its association with the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (CCM), the statewide association of towns and cities, has already saved Hamden residents more
than $121,932 in prescription costs since joining CCM’s Discount Prescription Drug Card Program
in August 2013. That represents a 51% savings over what Hamden’s residents would have paid for the
2,838 prescriptions filled thus far.
Since CCM began offering the “CCM Discount Prescription Drug Card” program in September
2012, 136 towns and cities have signed up for the program. During that time, residents in the participating communities have filled more than 228,896 prescriptions and saved more than $11,000,000
with an average prescription savings of 51%. The program is free to any CCM-member municipality,
providing savings on any prescriptions not covered by insurance. There are no costs to either the participating municipalities or their residents.
“I am very pleased with the results of this program. Hamden’s collaboration with the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities has allowed residents who are uninsured or underinsured to alleviate
significant expenses associated with their prescription costs.” said Mayor Curt Balzano Leng.
Cards can be used by all residents regardless of age, income or existing health coverage. There
are no enrollment forms, membership fees, restrictions or limits on frequency of use for residents. Residents can print out a card easily by visiting www.CTRxDiscountCard.com, and selecting the Town of
Hamden from the drop-down menu. The Town Hall also has cards available. The discount cards are
widely accepted at all national chain pharmacies and most local independent pharmacies. All participating pharmacies in Hamden received a supply of cards when Hamden joined the program as well.
Discount cards may also be used to save on human-based medications prescribed for family
pets. If the prescription can be filled at participating retail pharmacies, you will receive a discount.
Discounts are also offered on other medical services including vision, LASIK and hearing services.
Visit www.CTRxDiscountCard.com for more details, including a pharmacy look-up and drug price
comparison tool.
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Hamden Arts Commission’s
“Saturday Family Entertainment Series”
In celebration of the
Chinese New Year, the Arts
Commission is proud to present
Li Liu and the Traditions of
Chinese Acrobats, on Saturday, February 17th. The exciting performance will include
hand balancing, plate spinning,
trick cycling, foot juggling, ribbon dancing and Chinese water
bowl manipulation. Li also
touches on various aspects of
Chinese language, geography
and culture while sharing her
work and travel experiences
with the audience.
The season finale on
March 17th will feature Tanglewood Marionettes’ “The
Fairy Circus”. Featuring over
twenty beautifully hand-crafted
marionettes, The Fairy Circus
is a showcase for turn-of-the
century-style trick puppetry.
The puppets will dance, play
instruments, juggle, contort,
transform, and fly through the
air with the greatest of ease, all
to the best-loved music of favorite composers. This show is perfect for younger children and family audiences.
The Saturday programs will be held in the handicapped accessible Thornton Wilder Hall in the
Miller Cultural Complex, 2901 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, 06518. All shows start at 1 pm, except on
Dec. 2nd, which starts at 2:30pm. Tickets are $2 for children, $3 for adults, available at the door only
and cash only.
For details: www.hamdenartscommission.org or call the Department of Arts & Culture at (203) 2872546. Or visit us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HamdenArtsCommission
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“Saturday Family Entertainment Series”
(cont’d…)
To warm up even
the coldest of mid-winter
days, February 18th will
feature "Serenata Italiana: From Neapolitan
Classics to the Rat Pack"
by singer Rich DiPalma.
DiPalma’s mastery of beloved Italian songs and
magnetic personal charm
have made him one of the
region’s most popular performers.
The series finale on
March 18th will feature
Hamden’s very own Brennan-Lucey Dancers &
Friends. World Champion
Stephen Brennan and National Champion Meghan
Lucey, both of Riverdance
fame, will be joined by other musical guests to present
a rollicking afternoon of
Irish dance, music and history.

All performances begin at 2 pm and are held in the handicapped-accessible Thornton Wilder Hall, Miller Cultural Complex, 2901 Dixwell Ave., Hamden. Admission is $7 general admission/ $5 for senior
citizens, students and children 12 and under. Tickets are sold at the door only and are CASH ONLY.
The series is presented with generous support from the estate of former Commissioner Emeritus Peter
C. Hereld. For details, contact the Department of Arts & Culture at (203) 287-2546 or
www.hamdenartscommission.com.
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Hamden Public Library
Winter Activities
Hamden Public Library’s Cozy Up to a Mystery Adult Winter Reading Activities
Date

Time

Title

02/06/18

7:00pm

Cinemaholic’s 10 Best Mystery
Movies - #5 Zodiac

02/07/18

2:00pm

Essential Mystery Book Discussion

02/13/18

7:00pm

Mardi Gras Party

02/20/18

7:00pm

02/27/18

7:00pm

Year

Rating

2007

R

Cinemaholic’s 10 Best Mystery
Movies - #4 Se7en

1995

R

Cinemaholic’s 10 Best Mystery
Movies - #3 Rear Window

1954

N/R

Meet the Author
New York Times bestselling author, Michael Perry will be
speaking at the Miller Library, 2901 Dixwell Avenue in Hamden on
Monday, February 26th at 6:30 pm.
Perry is a humorist, playwright, and radio show host from New
Auburn, Wisconsin. His bestselling memoirs include Population
485, Truck: A Love Story, Coop, and Visiting Tom, and his latest, Montaigne in Barn Boots: An Amateur Ambles Through Philosophy. Perry’s essays and nonfiction have appeared in numerous publications including The New York Times Magazine, Esquire, The Oxford
American, Backpacker, Outside, Runner’s World and Salon.com.
He lives with his wife and two daughters in rural Wisconsin,
where he serves on the local volunteer fire and rescue service and is an
intermittent pig farmer. He hosts the nationally-syndicated “Tent Show
Radio,” performs widely as a humorist, and tours with his band the
Long Beds (currently recording their third album for Amble Down Records). He has recorded three live
humor albums including Never Stand Behind A Sneezing Cow and The Clodhopper Monologues, and
can be found online at www.sneezingcow.com.
Registration for the program is required. Please go to www.hamdenlibrary.org or call 203-2872680 to register
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Hamden Public Library
Winter Activities
Library to Offer Business Database Demonstration
Hamden Public Library will offer a demonstration of the AtoZ Database on Thursday, February
15 from 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the Friends Room of Miller Memorial Library at 2901 Dixwell Ave.
This demonstration will be of interest to job seekers, small business owners wishing to improve or expand their markets and those interested in starting a new business. A-Z Databases contains records of 30
million businesses. Search results are customizable allowing the user to retrieve specific information
relevant to their needs and even create mailing lists. A-Z representative, Christine Smailys will demonstrate the many possibilities of this powerful online tool which is accessible through the library’s website to all Hamden residents via their home or business computer, smartphone or tablet simply by inputting their library card number.
Register for this special demonstration directly through the library’s website, www.hamdenlibrary.org,
or call 203-287-2680 to register or for more information.
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International Folk Dance Classes
Thornton Wilder Hall
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Hamden Tree Commission Announces
“Notable Tree” of January
The Hamden Tree Commission has
named this white fir (Abies concolor) as the
Hamden Notable Tree for the month of January, 2018. The white fir is a variety of conifer in the pine family, native to the mountainous regions of the western United
States. It can be recognized by its silverblue needles and small purple or yellowgreen upright cones which grow mostly
near the top of the tree. In the wild, the tree
can live for 300 years; as an ornamental
landscaping tree, it is known for its adaptability and hardiness. White firs thrive in
cool, humid environments in Midwestern
and Pacific coastal regions, as well as on
the East Coast.
Known as Hamden’s new Freedom
Tree, this specimen is located at Freedom
Park on the southwest corner of the intersection of Whitney and Dixwell Avenues.
According the Hamden Veteran’s Commission Chairperson Abner Oakes, the park
was the first in Connecticut dedicated to
prisoners of war and soldiers missing in action. The original Freedom Tree, planted in
1973 was dedicated to POW’s and MIA’s.
The new tree – the white fir -- was planted
in 2012, after the original died.
The white fir is often used during
the holiday season as Christmas trees.
Besides its dedication as the Freedom Tree,
this white fir serves a second purpose as the Town’s Christmas tree. It is decorated every year for the
holiday and beautifies the center of town year-round.
If you have a tree you would like to nominate, please send its location and a few sentences describing
the tree to: help@hamden.com. Please include your name, address, email and phone number as well.
Or you can mail your nomination to the Hamden Tree Commission care of the Mayor’s Office, Hamden Government Center, 2750 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518.
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Hamden’s Partnership for Young Children
CARE Overview
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Hamden’s Boards & Commissions
Seek New Members
The Town of Hamden has over 37 volunteer boards and commissions with over 275 citizen volunteers participating. Click HERE to obtain an alphabetical listing for all boards and commissions.
These boards have been created either by town charter, town ordinance or state statute. They
have three, four, five or six-year terms of appointment, created by expiration of appointment, or vacancies created by resignation, moving out of town or death. You can be re-appointed to a board & commission.
How to Apply for Appt (or Re-Apply for Reappt):
Write or email a letter of interest and current resume addressed to:
Vera A. Morrison, Town Clerk
Hamden Government Center
2750 Dixwell Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518
vmorrison@hamden.com
(203) 287-7162
Please attach a current resume of your life’s experience, work and education as well as any civic
activities you have participated in Hamden or elsewhere. In short, a thumbnail sketch of yourself. If
you do not have a resume, include this information in your letter of interest.
Upon receipt of your letter, the resume is forwarded to the Mayor for recommendation of appointment. Per Hamden Charter Section 7.1(B): "All members of Boards & Commissions (or alternates) shall be appointed by the Mayor, subject to approval by the Legislative Council”. All commission members shall serve until completion of term or until their successors have been appointed and
qualified.
You must be a resident elector of the town of Hamden; i.e., a registered voter in Hamden to participate per the Hamden Charter Section 7.1(D).
IMPORTANT: Sending in a resume does not guarantee a seat on a commission.
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Boards & Commissions
Vacancies as of 01-30-18
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Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
Now Accepting Class Registrations!
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Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
Annual Report
The Hamden CERT Program had a very busy year providing service to the Hamden Community. Along with the many Planned Community Events the team was also active with Public Service,
Emergency Activations, Emergency Preparedness, Public Education and our ongoing training schedule.
Hamden CERT provided logistical support to Hamden Fire Department, Hamden Parks & Recreation,
Town Center Park Commission, Hamden Arts and the Hamden Veteran’s Commissions along with the
Hamden Volunteer Firefighters. We also provided support to many outside agencies such as the Hamden Chamber of Commerce, Relay for Life, MADD, Circle of Care and the Tommy Fund. It was also
an honor to be able to assist with the start of CERT Programs in the Wallingford and North Haven
Communities.
On April 6th, we graduated 11 students from our 11th CERT Basic Training at Class Hamden
Middle School. We conducted a 2nd class (Hamden CERT Basic Training Class #12) that started in
September and graduated 13 students on November 16th. For more information on our program or the
upcoming free CERT Basic Training Classes, contact us on Facebook, Twitter or our web site at:
www.hamdencert.com. Here is the rundown of our year’s activity for 2017.
Emergency Calls - 4 Emergency Activations were for 1st Responder Rehabilitation Services and Logistical Support Functions at 2 residential structure fires at Davenport Housing and Towne House
Road. Hamden CERT also responded to a Mutual Aid Request to North Haven for a structure fire and
another Mutual Aid Request to Bethany for a large brush fire.
Public Service/Education - 40 Request that included: 20 Basic Training Sessions that were held at the
Dunbar Hill Fire Station #8. We also assisted with logistical support at Hamden’s Let’s Move Wellness
Fair, Hamden Volunteer Firefighters, Hamden Fire Marshal’s Office, MADD Walk and Relay for Life.
Planned Community Events – 21 Request for assistance and logistical support that included: our Fireworks and Summer Concert Series along with the Memorial Day Parade Set-up, Hamden Expo,
Brooksvale Fall Festival, Hamden Road Race, Earth Day, Food Truck Festivals (2) and the Silver Bells
Holiday Venue.
Team Training & Drills – 19 As always, safety is a priority for our community and our team members. We study all subjects that keeps us aware of hazards as we stay focused on the safety of our community and ourselves. Hamden CERT acting as a major part of Hamden’s Office of Emergency Management volunteered their services 84 times during the year 2017 to assist our First Responders,
Town Officials, Town Commissions, Students, Guests, Neighboring Communities and our Hamden
Residents.
We would like to thank Mayor Curt Leng, Fire Chief David Berardesca, the Hamden Legislative Council, Hamden Rotary Club, Dunbar Hill Volunteer Firefighters and the Hamden
Community for their continuing support of the Hamden CERT Program. As always, it has been
an honor to serve our community this year with 2,694 service hours and to work alongside of our
Town Officials and our Police and Fire Department Personnel when called upon.
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Hamden Regional Chamber of Commence
Reminds Residents to Get Flu Shots!

HERE
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Information Guide
November 2017
Helpful Resources
Hamden Youth Services:
 2018 Program Guide
Hamden Elderly Services:
 February 2018 Newsletter
 February Miller Café Menu
 February Miller Café Choice
Menu
Hamden Arts & Recreation:
 Arts and Rec Program Registration

Upcoming Events
Arts Commission
Saturday Series
Arts Commission
Sunday Series
Let’s Move! Family Wellness
Fair, Feb. 3rd

Hamden Public Library
 Calendar of Events
 www.hamdenlibrary.org

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS


ELECTION RESULTS - 2017



Transfer Station Hours Change Effective Jan. 2nd



Hamden Residents Encouraged to “Adopt a Hydrant”



Hamden Brings Back Award Winning Solar Program



Like us on FACEBOOK & Follow us on TWITTER
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THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE SUBSCRIBED!
INPUT AND SUGGESTIONS FOR OUR MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER CAN BE EMAILED TO
PATRICK J. DONNELLY

WE’RE ON
THE WEB!
VISIT US!

Land of the
Sleeping
Giant

Want to become a subscriber?
Readers who wish to subscribe to the Monthly Town Hall Newsletter may do
so by navigating to www.hamden.com, and locating the “Sign up for Email
Notifications” link in the bottom left of our homepage. From there, potential
readers will be able to enter their desired email address and “check the box”
to “join” and sign up to receive the “Town of Hamden Monthly Newsletter”.
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