Town of Hamden Spring Seasonal Guide
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Welcome to the Town of Hamden’s first Seasonal Guide for Spring!
In this guide, you will find helpful information regarding policies,
programs, and events that will be active or occurring in Hamden
throughout the Spring season. All of these special programs and activities, along with our Town’s uniquely active communities, help to
make Hamden one of the Nation’s “Best Places to Live!”
Please take your time to review the exciting activities and programs
available this Spring, and be sure to give the Mayor’s Office a call if
you have any questions! The office can be reached at 203-287-7100
every weekday between 8:30am—4:30pm.
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Bulk Trash Pickup
Begins April 1st, 2017
The semi-annual bulk trash pick-up program for Hamden will be in effect April 1st. Hamden residents may put bulk trash curbside in front of their homes anytime between April 1st and April 30th. Acceptable items will be picked up by Hamden’s trash hauler throughout the entire month of April. No
phone calls or appointments are necessary. Residents are urged to have bulk at the curb by or before their
last regular refuse pick-up day for the month of April. The program will run again in October. Please remember to place bulk trash away from Town-issued trash and recycling carts and do not place any regular
refuse with the bulk trash.
Acceptable items (150 pounds or less) are: 1) mattresses; 2) furniture; 3) rugs (must be rolled up and tied
like a log; no longer than four feet in length); 4) household appliances (washers, dryers, air conditioners,
stoves, refrigerators, freezers, toasters, lamps, microwaves); Note: State Law requires the removal of airtight doors on refrigerators and other appliances; 5) light and heavy iron goods; 6) metal items (place at
one end of the pile for separate scrap metal pick-up).
Unacceptable items are:











hazardous waste including oil-based paint, pesticides, pool chemicals, household cleaners, anti-freeze,
aerosols, batteries, gasoline, motor oil (contact HazWaste Central at 203-401-2712);
remodeling, construction and demolition debris from any structure or part thereof, (homeowner must
rent a dumpster)
plumbing fixtures, sinks and pipes; a single unit or fixture may be accepted at the Hamden Transfer
Station;
tires (a limit of 4 tires per year may be brought to the Hamden Transfer Station, address below)
vehicle parts, lawnmowers and other gas-powered equipment (remove all fluids from engines, dispose
of fluids at HazWaste Central and dispose of equipment at a junkyard or metal recycling facility, for
more details please contact Haley Starvaggi at 203-287-7021 or via email at: hstarvaggi@hamden.com );
branches, grass, leaves, tree stumps, rocks, sand, and dirt (contact Public Works at (203) 287-2600 for
specific guidelines);
propane tanks (accepted at Eastern Fuel in Hamden or Agway in North Haven - $6.00 fee);
computers, televisions and other electronics (bring to Hamden Transfer Station for recycling – be sure
to remove the hard drive on your computers first);
pool covers (accepted at the Hamden Transfer Station).

The Hamden Transfer Station is located at 231 Wintergreen Avenue (hours are M-F from 7:30am-3pm, 1st
and 3rd Saturdays from 8am-11:45am) and the phone # is: 203-387-2435.
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Spring Leaf Pickup
Begins May 8th, 2017
Public Works Director, Craig
Cesare, announces the scheduling of
Spring leaf and brush collection and
would like to remind residents of the
guidelines. Leaf and brush collection
will begin on May 8th, 2017. As with
all spring leaf pickups, only one sweep
will be made through the Town. Bags
put out after trucks have passed will not
be picked up.
Leaves must be placed in paper
bags (not plastic) and brush must be
bundled and tied with string or twine.
Bundles should weigh no more than 50
lbs, exceed no more than four feet in length and contain no pieces in excess of four inches diameter. Bundled brush and bagged leaves should be placed curbside separate of each other and away from April bulk
pickup items. No items should be placed in the street or in any way block a sidewalk. Disposal of root
systems, grass clippings and soil are prohibited.
Director Cesare would like to remind residents of the requirement to bag all of their leaves and
yard waste. Only those residences where all occupants are physically disabled or unable to bag their
leaves, and have provided the necessary documentation to the Town, may rake their leaves to the
curb (pursuant to Section 52 of the Code of Ordinance of the Town of Hamden). This greatly speeds up
the process and allows all residents to have their leaves and yard waste picked up in a timely manner.
Residents whose leaves are placed at the curb un-bagged without having received permission from the
Town to do so run the risk of being fined $100. For questions regarding curbside leaf pick-up eligibility
documentation, please contact the Town Attorney's Office at (203) 287-7050.
Leaves cannot be picked up from private roads or from roads that have not been accepted into the
Town road system. Residents on unaccepted and private roads may bring leaves to the Transfer Station
during normal hours, Monday through Friday from 7:30 am to 3:00 pm as well as 8 am – 11:45am on the
first and third Saturdays of each month. Please contact Public Works at (203) 287-2600 for further information.
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Free Electronics Recycling
For Hamden Residents
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng would like to remind residents that they may, free of charge, bring their
unwanted electronics to the Hamden Transfer Station located at 231 Wintergreen Ave, Hamden, CT
06514. Transfer Station hours are Monday through Friday from 7:30am-3:00pm and the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month from 8:00am-11:45am. Proof of residency is required. All electronic equipment is safely
packaged by Take 2 and transported to their facility for responsible and secure recycling.
Accepted materials include, but are not limited to: Computers, Laptops, Printers, Fax Machines, Monitors, TVs, Cell Phones, Tablets, Video Games, game consoles, VCR/DVD Machines, Remotes, Keyboards, Computer Mice, Modems, Small Appliances, and Stereo Equipment. Unaccepted materials include: smoke detectors, ballasts, propane tanks, paint, household hazardous waste and appliances
containing Freon, i.e. air conditioners, refrigerators, and dehumidifiers.
For a complete list of acceptable electronics, please click HERE.
ABOUT TAKE 2 INC.
Take 2 Inc. is a Waterbury based electronics recycler. Take 2 is approved by the Connecticut Department
of Energy and Environmental Protection as a Covered Electronics Recycler in conjunction with Connecticut’s Electronics Recycling Law, RCSA 22a-638-1.
Residents may also, free of charge, bring their unwanted electronics to Take 2 Inc.’s facility located at 567
South Leonard Street, Building One, Waterbury, CT. Hours are Monday through Friday from 7am3:30pm and Saturdays from 8am-Noon. Additionally, residents may bring their electronics to any of Take
2’s electronics recycling events. For a listing of upcoming events, go to: www.ewaste-recycle-ct.com.
For your convenience at events and at Take 2’s facility, Take 2 employees will unload electronics from
your vehicle for you.

For further information, please contact Solid Waste and Recycling Coordinator, Haley Starvaggi, at (203)
287-7021 or by email at hstarvaggi@hamden.com.
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Project 365
Spring Clean-up
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Arts Commission
Hosts Spring Events
Sunday, March 26th: A performance by classical hit music
duet, “Ivory and Gold” to be held at 2pm in the Thornton
Wilder Hall. Tickets are $5 Seniors and Students, $7 General
Public. Part of the Peter C. Hereld Sensational Sunday
Series.

Saturday, April 8 th : A performance called “Viva
Brazil” by Brazilian ensemble, Ginga Brasileira. This
will be a colorful, crowd-pleasing repertoire of
Afro-Brazilian dances that fuse rhythmic music with
high-energy gymnastics and martial arts. Tickets are
$2 Children and $3 Adults. 1pm in the Thornton
Wilder Hall as the last performance of the 2017 Saturday Family Entertainment Series.

“Viva Brazil” by Brazilian ensemble,
Ginga Brasileira.

Friday, May 19 th : The Arts Commission’s 32 nd
Annual “Salute to Young Artists” Showcase, 7:30pm
in the Thornton Wilder Hall. This is a public
showcase of Hamden upperclassmen student’s work in
the arts. The evening will include a host of visual as
well as performance art by exceptionally talented seniors and juniors who reside in Hamden. This event is
free to the public to attend.

Information forthcoming regarding the
Thornton Wilder Writing Competition. Check
www.hamden.com for more info.
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Hamden Historical Society
Hosts Spring Events
On Tuesday April 11 Tim Chaucer, a retired history teacher from Hamden High School will
portray Joseph Plumb Martin, considered a hero at Yorktown during the American Revolution. Martin
grew up in Connecticut and is sometimes referred to as the most famous private in the American Continental Army. He witnessed General Washington on several occasions. Martin's description of constant
hunger at Valley Forge earned him a modern trail named for him at Valley Forge, PA. He wrote his
memoirs later in life to remind Americans of the suffering that privates such as himself went through in
order to win the war to guarantee our independence. The event will take place at Mount Carmel Congregational Church in Hamden from 7:00-8:30 p.m."
As part of a special series exploring Connecticut's towns, Eric Lehman, published author and
member of Hamden Historical Society, will lead a walking tour on Saturday, April 22 from 11 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. The tour for adults and children 8 years old or above, begins at Eli Whitney Museum. A limited number of participants is necessary, so advance registration is required with a $20 fee towards the
Connecticut Museum of Natural History. Sign-up on their webpage, http://www.cac.uconn.edu/
mnhcurrentcalendar.html

Community Garden Registrations Open April 1st
Mayor Explores Possibility of 2nd Garden
The Hamden Mayor’s Office is pleased to announce that registrations to secure a plot in the Hamden
Community Garden, located right next to Josh’s Jungle in the parking lot of the Miller Memorial Library
Complex, will open April 1st, 2017. Priority will be given to returning gardeners, who will have until
April 17th to re-register their existing plot(s). Any plot which remains open after April 17th will be assigned on a first-come, first-serve basis. Proof of Hamden residency must be provided to qualify for a
plot.
The Hamden Community Garden was established in 2008 and has quickly become a favorite location for Hamden’s gardening community. Last year the garden was filled to capacity, with many residents inquiring as to whether an additional garden would be established or if more space would be provided at the existing location. Mayor Curt Leng is requesting input from residents regarding the possible
construction and siting of a second community garden, and requests that all recommendations or suggestions for suitable locations be sent to Information & Research Officer, Patrick J. Donnelly, by email at
pdonnelly@hamden.com. Further details regarding the possibility of a second community garden will be
provided after review by Town administrators.
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Veterans Encouraged to Attend
Free Dental Care, April 7-8th
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Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
Program Thru April 18th
Free tax preparation will be offered at two new Hamden sites January 24 through April 18, 2017.
Households earning less than $54,000 can take advantage of the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) program. Taxpayers may qualify for the Earned Income Tax Credit plus credits for childcare
expenses or education expenses, which can return thousands of dollars to the taxpayer, depending on
taxpayer income.
A joint initiative of the IRS, United Way and local IRS-certified volunteers, Hamden’s VITA program
expects to serve roughly 1000 households, returning tax credits and refunds of over $1 million to families working to make ends meet.
Hamden VITA will operate at:
 *Helen St School on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 4 until 8pm


*Keefe Center on Thursdays from 3 until 8pm



*Hamden High on Saturdays from 10am until 2pm.

No appointments are necessary. VITA will be closed any time the schools are closed due to bad weather and on the following dates: January 26, February 2, and March 15, 16, 21, 22.
AARP’s Tax-Aide volunteers also prepare taxes for Hamden’s seniors at the Miller Senior Center by
appointment. Hamden seniors can make an appointment by calling 203-287-2547.
In order to have their taxes completed, taxpayers should bring with them all relevant materials, including: a photo ID for themselves and spouses; Social Security cards or ITIN numbers for everyone that
will be listed on the return; documents for all income (from work, social security, pensions or interest);
support for child care expenses (including the provider’s address and social security number); health
insurance documentation (especially 1095A forms from Access Health CT); mortgage information; and
a copy of a check for direct deposit of refunds. For a more complete list, go to
irs.gov/individuals/checklist-for-free-tax-return-preparation.
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Earth Day Celebration
April 22nd, 2017
Hamden's 2017 Earth Day Celebration will be held on Saturday, April 22nd from 10am - 3pm at
the Hamden Middle School, located at 2623 Dixwell Avenue. This year's family-oriented, free celebration will feature an excellent array of exhibitors promoting earth friendly services, products and organizations, food, music, and free activities, including: a bird guessing games, a raffle drawing for native perennials and shrubs, seed giveaways, live
native animals, food samples from
Thyme & Season, a scavenger hunt
(complete it and win a prize), a coloring
contest, and additional hand-crafts, activities, and other fun and games.
Other activities will include opportunities to “Touch a Truck” with the
Hamden Fire and Police Departments, an
AMR ambulance, a diesel powered garbage truck, and two electric vehicles.
WTNH Meteorologist Kevin Arnone and
the WTNH Mobile Weather Lab will also
be present, offering a platform for kids
and parents to learn about the weather.

Earth Day participants at the Inland Wetlands Commission table

In addition, don't miss a pre-event bird walk at 8:00am (for details call Florence McBride at 203288-6777), C.J. May’s Magic Show, “MAGITRICITY”, at 10:30am, the Orchid Awards at 12:00pm
Noon, and the Audubon Birds of Prey demonstration at 1:00pm.
Attendees are also encouraged to bring cell phones, thumb drives, hard drives (crushing on site),
ink cartridges, eyeglasses, and batteries for recycling.
Current sponsors include DEXSIL, FRAMED, Moon Rocks Gourmet Cookies, CT Humanities,
Take 2 Inc., Stop & Shop, Grove Street Financial, and Hindinger Farm. Additional exhibitors and event
sponsors will be highlighted in the coming weeks, so keep an eye out for additional press related to the
2017 Earth Day Celebration! Businesses who wish to sponsor this year’s Earth Day Event may reach out
to the contact below or visit www.hamden.com/earthdaysponsors.

For further information, please contact Recycling & Solid Waste Coordinator, Haley Starvaggi, at (203)
287-7021 or by email at hstarvaggi@hamden.com
###
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2017 Tri-Town
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Hamden Road Race
June 3rd, 2017
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is pleased to
announce the 5th Annual Hamden Road Race.
All proceeds from the race will be donated to
the Town of Hamden's Community Services
Department Camp Scholarship Fund. This
fund helps families with financial need afford
the cost of summer camp for their children.
The Hamden Road Race will be held at
Town Center Park (2623 Dixwell Avenue) on
Saturday, June 3rd, 2017. The event will include a 5k run, a 1k Kids Fun Run, a Health &
Wellness Expo, and plenty of activities for the
whole family. The 5k road race will start at 9:00 a.m. and will offer runners some rolling hills in the first
mile but reward them with a downhill finish. The 1k Kids Fun Run will be held entirely inside Hamden's
Town Center Park and will start at 8:30 a.m. The Health & Wellness Expo will be a great opportunity for
vendors, sponsors and advertisers to showcase their products and services to a large, healthy-minded audience.
Hamden is continuing its strong partnership with one of the largest event management companies
in Connecticut, Team Mossman Events (TME), to organize the race. This year, the Town is seeking to
collaborate with local community leaders, organizations, and businesses to promote the Road Race; with
the goal of exceeding last year’s total attendance of approximately 2,500 guests and runners.
"The Hamden Road Race is a great day of fun in Town Center Park. It's a family-oriented event with opportunities for everyone to enjoy. With all proceeds going to the Camp Scholarship Fund, it’s truly a day
of a community building right in the center of Hamden. There will be lots of activities for kids, free giveaways, and much more," said Matthew Fitch, Town Center Park Commission Chairman.

Participants may register at www.hamden.com/roadrace.
The Town is actively seeking sponsors, and those wishing to partner with the Town may do so by contacting Patrick J. Donnelly at 203-287-7009 or by email at pdonnelly@hamden.com. Further sponsorship
details are available at www.hamden.com/roadracesponsors.
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Hamden Farmer’s Market
Opens Thursday, June 29th
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is pleased to announce that the
Town of Hamden Farmer’s Market will be returning for its 10th
season! This year, the Market will be held on THURSDAY evenings, from 4:00pm—7:30pm, starting on Thursday, June 29th and
running through Thursday, October 5th, 2017. As always, the
Thursday Farmer’s Market is located next to Josh's Jungle Playground in Hamden’s Town Center Park. Access to the market is via
the lower parking lot of the Miller Cultural Complex (2901 Dixwell
Avenue) and is easily accessible to all. Parking is free and plentiful.
This year, the Town has lined up a diverse array of food
vendors, specialty craft vendors, and visiting organizations who cant wait to share their products and
services with Hamden’s residents. With over two dozen vendors, there will be something to catch everyone’s interest. The market will have a variety of food trucks and food vendors with items such as locally grown produce, prepared foods, soups, and baked goods. There will also be plenty of stations that
provide extras such as free children’s activities, home-made hygienic products, as well as local crafts.
This year, the Town also plans to host a “special activity” or guest vendor each week—with concepts
such as bulk paper and document shredding days, electronics recycling opportunities, lightbulb exchanges, and composting tutorials all in the works! Hamden Youth Services and the Hamden Police
Department will also be onsite, and will host an awesome array of arts and crafts projects for kids.
“The Farmer’s Market has become an institution in the Town of Hamden. It provides our residents with access to fresh local produce and a place to meet their neighbors and support local business.
We are excited to carry on Hamden’s summer traditions and continue to build a sense of community
amongst our residents.” said Mayor Leng.
The Farmer’s Market begins Thursday, June 29th and ends Thursday,
October 5h. We invite all Hamden residents and visitors to join us for all
the food, shopping and fun this summer!

For the latest information on this and all Town Center Park events, including up to date vendor lineups, parking information and more, please
visit www.facebook.com/hamdentowncenterpark.
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Brooksvale Park Activities
Spring Activities for Hamden Students
THANK YOU to the Brooksvale Park Staff, especially Ranger Vinny and Susan
Foster, for their amazing work organizing these nature-based classroom activities!
APRIL
Beautiful Butterflies
GRADE 2 – Life Cycles, Butterflies
Children learn what makes a butterfly a butterfly by examining the parts of a butterfly and its life cycle.
They recognize that butterflies are important pollinators as they take part in a wildlife garden scavenger
hunt that teaches them about the habitat needs of butterflies. After learning about butterfly defenses,
children take part in a game of butterfly tag that shows them how plants, pollinators and predators interact. The children discover butterfly coping strategies for winter and become migrating monarch butterflies overcoming many challenges on their long journey to Mexico. When they reach the North field,
students search for butterflies, try to identify them and closely observe their behavior.

It’s Finally Spring
GRADE 1 – Organisms, Pillbugs/Crickets
Now that spring is finally here, nature is bursting with activity and busy preparing for the next generation
of plants and animals. It’s noisy out there with birds singing loudly and amphibians on the move to
breeding pools calling out to let us know it really is spring. In this program, children explore the changes
around them that signal the coming of spring. They help replant Brooksvale’s Farm Garden and head to
the woods in search of forest floor critters starting to move about after a cold winter.

MAY
Pond Life
KINDERGARTEN – Tadpoles
Children discover the hidden life within a pond by sampling different aquatic habitats with nets and carefully observing pond creatures in a touch tank to better understand their special adaptations to a watery
existence. Children learn that some animals start their lives out in water even though they may not live
there as adults and that many go through a series of life changes called metamorphosis.

Wiley Weasels
GRADE 4 – Force, Motion
Children study the weasel family and discover that every aspect of a mustelid’s body and behavior is
adapted for hunting. They learn that at high speeds, members of the weasel family move much like accordions as they bound across the landscape. Children continue their exploration of mustelid movement
by experimenting with Slinkys as models for bounding weasels. Students then head out into the woods to
visit spots where weasels are known to hunt. A line of live traps set for unsuspecting small mammals
gives children an opportunity to catch, observe and safely release some animals that a weasel might consider prey.
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Brooksvale Park Activities
Spring Activities for Hamden Students (cont’d)
JUNE
Farmington Canal Then And Now
GRADES 3, 4 AND 5 – Social
Studies/Science
Brooksvale Park is adjacent to an amazing
greenway, The Farmington Canal, that
connects communities along its path much
as it did in the 1800’s when it served as a
transportation channel linking Long Island
Sound to inland areas. Children trace the
Farmington Canal back in time to explore landscape development and its impact on people and nature.
By mapping the history of the Farmington Canal, children appreciate its importance through time and
how it evolved into today’s linear park, a recreational, educational, social and environmental resource
for all to enjoy. The program concludes with a greenway walk that encourages the children to search
for signs of the past and to appreciate all that the canal has to offer today.

Wetland Wonders
GRADE 6 – Protecting Our Water Resources
Children learn about the characteristics of wetlands and their importance to humans and wildlife. They
discover that wetlands once were viewed as wastelands but now are considered valuable resources in
need of protection. Children examine threats to wetlands and then conduct surveys of water areas in
Brooksvale Park to assess system health.

Additional programs are available on a variety of
different topics especially pertaining to wildlife
(beavers, wild turkeys, deer, owls etc.).
Please contact us at 203-287-2669 for information
about other program possibilities.
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Hamden Recreation Offers
Introduction to Guitar Lessons
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Hamden Recreation Offers
Spring Tennis Programs
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Hamden Recreation Offers
Slamma-Jamma Basketball Camp
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Hamden Recreation
March — April Pool Schedule
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THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE SUBSCRIBED!
INPUT AND SUGGESTIONS FOR OUR SEASONAL
GUIDE SERIES CAN BE EMAILED TO
PATRICK J DONNELLY

WE’RE ON
THE WEB!
VISIT US!

Land of the
Sleeping
Giant

Want to become a subscriber?
Readers who wish to subscribe to the Seasonal Guide Series may do so by
navigating to www.hamden.com, and locating the “Sign up for Email Notifications” link in the bottom left of our homepage. From there, potential readers will be able to enter their desired email address and “check the box” to
“join” and sign up to receive the “Town of Hamden Monthly Newsletter”.
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