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Welcome to the Official Town of Hamden
Monthly Newsletter, February 2020
Edition!
The Monthly Newsletter is released in the
first half of each month, and includes updates from the community, activities,
events, programs, and more. This issue
takes a look back at January 2020, and
offers a view of what is to come in February and March!.
If you would like to submit an article for
the Newsletter, please do so by emailing
the editor, Patrick Donnelly, at pdonnelly@hamden.com with your topic and
content.
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Black History Month
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Join Mayor Leng for his monthly Mayor’s Column. This month, Mayor Leng is
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A letter from the Mayor
Greetings once again my fellow Hamdenites,
It is always a sincere pleasure of mine to address you in the
Town Hall Monthly Newsletter. I am very proud to note that since we
last had this moment together, the Town has moved forward with a number of key actions which will have significant impact on our operations.
Most pleasingly, I am happy to announce that the Town of Hamden has
hired a permanent Finance Director and Deputy Finance Director. (Page
6 has more info). Each individual brings to Hamden a wealth of
knowledge and experience in municipal governance and finance, and I
am confident their involvement will only improve Hamden’s financial operations.
Additionally, I am pleased to note that the Town recently donated a much-desired bus
shelter to the Davenport Residences, and that we received a donation of $80,000 from resident Anna Mulvey. I’d like to wish our residents in the Davenport Residences area the best,
and hope they enjoy the new shelter, and would also like to extend - once more - my sincere
thanks to Ms. Mulvey for her very generous donation.
Along with those developments, I am proud to report that the Town recently concluded its audit of FY18-19 on time (for the first time in 6 years). The results are excellent, and
further explained on page 4. In short, we’ve ended with an audited surplus of about $500k,
and have increased our “rainy day” fund accordingly. This is great news for Hamden.
Finally, and perhaps most importantly, I would like to reflect on the recent conversations and dialogues occurring in Hamden on the topics of equity and inclusivity within our
Town. In recent weeks, Hamden has taken pro-active steps to ensure that our community is
prepared to address these very serious conversations. In response to these dialogues, and the
demand for action, I have been working with community stakeholders to form a new task
force - the Hamden Equity & Inclusivity Task Force - which will hold its first community
listening session on Tuesday, February 18th, at 7:00pm at the Hamden High School, room C107. I would like to apologize once more, as this meeting was originally scheduled for the
13th, but was cancelled due to a scheduling conflict with some stakeholder participants. I
would like to assure our residents, and stakeholders, and these community conversations will
proceed with the utmost seriousness, and will produce real results. Working together, as One
Hamden, I know we will accomplish these goals.
I look forward to seeing the members of our community on Tuesday evening, and
towards sharing this moment with you once more in the next issue of the Town Hall Newsletter. God Bless Mayor Curt Balzano Leng
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$80k Donation to
Police and Fire Departments
Hamden Accepts Generous $80k Donation to Police and Fire Departments
Many Thanks to Ms. Anna Mulvey for this generous donation
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is very pleased to announce that
the Hamden Legislative Council recently voted to accept two private
donations, each in the amount of $40,000, by Hamden resident Ms.
Anna Mulvey. Ms. Mulvey has generously donated these funds for
use by the Hamden Police and Fire Departments, respectively. Previously, in 2018, Ms. Mulvey offered another donation to the Town
– in the amount of $30,000 – to support Elderly Services programming and events in Hamden.
The $80k donation will be split evenly between the Police
and Fire Departments. The Police Department will utilize the funding for the purchase of a FARO Focus 3D Laser Scanner, which will be used in the analysis of
complex objects, crime scenes, accident reconstruction and other related situations. The Fire
Department will utilize the funding for the purchase of extrication equipment designed to extricate trapped victims in motor vehicle collisions.

Hamden Ends FY18-19 with
Balanced Budget & 500k Surplus
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is very pleased to report that the Town of Hamden ended Fiscal Year 2018-2019 with surplus of approximately $506k. This balanced budget and small surplus was confirmed in the Town Audit. The Independent Audit, which is conducted by a firm
hired by the Hamden Legislative Council confirmed these numbers and showed the result, an
increase to the Fund Balance. The Town is also very pleased to report that the audit was completed on-time for the first time in 6 years.
The balanced budget and surplus was accomplished without capital “sweeps”, as have
been necessary in some previous fiscal years, especially Fiscal Year 2017-2018 when the State
budget crisis hit and Hamden lost millions in State revenue unexpectedly mid-year. Showing a
balanced budget, not receiving any major “findings” and without capital sweeps, illustrates clear
incremental improvement that strengthens the Town’s financial position overall.
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng commented, “We are seeing the results of our multi-year efforts to stabilize Hamden’s finances. By consistently working to implement strategic, impactful
reforms that deliver long-term cost savings, we strengthen our finances. These many efforts are
showing real results. Negotiated changes reached with our labor unions and administrative reform efforts are reducing health insurance and pension costs, two of the largest annual costs we
face, and savings millions of dollars,” Leng said. “Hamden’s financial position is stronger because of the work and stewardship of our finances that are central to nearly every decision we
make. We still have a lot of work to do and I remain sternly committed to continuing to address
our financial challenges, every day, while always keeping a close eye on how decisions effect
our taxpayers’ wallets.”
Interim Finance Director Myron Hul commented, “Our fund balance, which is steadily
improving, increased from $1,467,803 in 2018 to $1,974,640 at the end of fiscal year 2019.
Hamden has moved towards strengthening our “rainy day” fund with our audited surplus, and
we will continue to work to ensure that the audit of FY19-20 produces continued improvements
to the Town’s financial position.”
Page 4

202

Hamden Announces Hiring Of
Finance Director and Deputy Finance Director
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is pleased to announce the
appointment of Mr. Curtis M. Eatman to the position of Finance Director and the re-hiring of former Deputy Finance Director, Rick Galarza, to the same position. Both gentlemen will
begin full-time employment with the Town of Hamden on
Tuesday, February 18th, 2020, and will steer the direction of
the Town’s financial operations alongside Mayor Leng. Mr.
Eatman’s official appointment will be sent to the Legislative
Council for approval in the coming weeks. Acting Interim Finance Director, Myron Hul, will continue to serve the Town as
a contract auditor and financial advisor, the details of which are forthcoming.
Mr. Eatman, an accomplished fiscal analyst and former Deputy Commissioner
of Finance for Schenectady, NY (2016-2019), is a results-driven leader with plans to
develop new insights, question conventional approaches, and encourage new ideas and
innovations in his approach to Hamden’s financial operations. Mr. Eatman received his
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and Communication & Rhetorical Studies from
Syracuse University in 2009, and further went on to receive a Master of Public Administration from Syracuse in 2011. Mr. Eatman previously served as a Senior Legislative
Fiscal Analyst for the New York State Assembly, Ways and Means Committee (20132016) and as the Principal Legislative Fiscal Analyst for the New York State Senate
(2019). Mr. Eatman has proven leadership in financial management, extensive experience in the development of forecasts and models, is experienced with the MUNIS financial system used by the Town, and has a wealth of long and short-term strategic
planning and government operations knowledge.
Mr. Galarza, returning to Hamden after a brief departure, brings more than 20
years of professional work experience in the fields of finance, budget development,
strategic planning, grants management and operations management. Mr. Galarza previously served as the Finance Director for the Hispanic Health Council from 2011
through 2017, and was the Director of Management and Budget for the City of Hartford
from 1992-2010. He holds a Master of Business Administration from the University of
Harford, and a Bachelor of Arts from Central Connecticut State University. He is a
member of the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities, Capitol Region Council of
Government, International City / Country Management Association, and was a “Budget
Reviewer” for the Government Finance Officers Association.
For further information, please contact Deputy Chief of Staff Patrick Donnelly
at 203-287-7009.
###
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Hamden Donates Bus Shelter
to Davenport Residences
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is pleased to announce that the Hamden Legislative Council
recently authorized the Town to donate a bus shelter to Davenport Residences, Inc. and
provide service for installation. Davenport Residences will be responsible for the regular maintenance, care and repair of the bus shelter once installed. The total cost of the
The bus shelter is for the benefit of the public, and was donated to Daveport Residences after numerous requests from residents in the facility and the surrounding area. The
new shelter, once constructed, will provide reprieve from harsh weather conditions as
travelers wait for transportation.
Commenting, Mayor Curt Leng noted, “This is a simple gesture, with a small
cost, and a big impact. Folks at Davenport Residents, and in the neighborhood, won’t
have to wait in the rain, wind, and snow for the bus any-longer, and that’s a big deal.
Thank you to the Legislative Council for approving this donation, to the administrators
of Davenport for identifying this need and taking care of maintenance, and to my staff
for working to make this possible.”

Hamden Renews
Street Outreach Worker Program
Mayor Curt Balzano Leng and Police Chief John Cappiello are pleased to announce the
that Hamden’s “Street Outreach Worker Program”, previously administered by the New Haven
Family Alliance, has been renewed for FY19-20 by the Hamden Legislative Council. The program is now administered by the Connecticut Violence Intervention Program (CTVIP), as the
NHFA no longer providers the service. The total cost of the program is $60,000, and funding is
allocated in the FY19-20 Police Department operating budget.
The Street Outreach Worker Program (SOWP) utilizes a “Public Health” risk reduction
model with the goal of decreasing violence among teens and young adults. The SOWP employs
several best practice strategies including: 1) outreach and engagement of youth at high risk of
gun violence; 2) maintaining a presence in neighborhoods where youth gun violence occurs
and intervening in potentially violence situations to head off violence (a concerted effort to
separate youth from their guns); preventing retaliation for community violence by offering
nonviolent solutions and having a presence at hospitals following shootings; 3) establishing
and using a network of social service referrals to provide assistance at all times to those in
need; 4) creating partnerships with provider organizations to help create a comprehensive response to gun violence in the city; 5) advocating for teens and young adults, to help youth negotiate challenges they encounter in court, schools, and community.
Commenting on the program, Mayor Leng said, “This program has offered real-life,
hands-on interaction with Hamden’s most vulnerable youth. We are reaching these young people, in some cases before they know they need it, and providing guidance for a better future and
a more responsible lifestyle. Our youth are our future, and we have a responsibility to ensure
that kids from all backgrounds are prepared, protected, and caused to realize that they are loved
and valued. Thank you to CTVIP and the Hamden Police Department for their fine work on
this program.”
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Highlights from the Hamden Library
Winter Newsletter 2020
Hamden Public Library Welcomes New Director
On Thursday, January 2, 2020 Melissa Canham-Clyne began her tenure as Director of
the Hamden Public Library. She comes to Hamden after 7 years as director at the Clark Memorial Library in Bethany. Her work in Bethany, where she was recently successful in obtaining
LSTA grant funding for a library building project, followed several years at the New Haven
Free Public Library. She started public library work as a volunteer in New Haven where her
interest in libraries led her to pursue a Master of Library Science at SCSU. Then, under the tutelage of the late James Welborne, former New Haven City Librarian, she was appointed to the
position of manager at the then newly-opened Wilson Branch Library.
A New Haven resident and mother of two sons, Canham-Clyne has previously served
as Director of Volunteer Services at Columbia Hospital for Women and Children and worked
as both an educator and a journalist. She attended George Mason University and the University
of Washington where she received a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and Government.
When asked about her thoughts on joining the Hamden Public Library system, Canham-Clyne
said, “I am looking forward to serving the Town of Hamden by working with the talented
Hamden Public Library staff to ensure that the library is a vibrant, transformative community
asset for all.” Canham-Clyne succeeds Marian Amodeo who retired in September after serving
as library director in Hamden for seven years.

Sunday Library Hours Return March 1st
After a two-year hiatus, Miller Memorial Central Library at 2901 Dixwell Avenue will again
be open Sundays from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. March 1 through May 17 (with the exception of Easter
Sunday, April 12). All regular library services—for both adults and children—will be available
including public access computers with printing and free Wi-Fi.

Thornton Wilder Writing Competition Set for 2020
Since 1988, the Hamden Public Library has held the Thornton Wilder Writing Competition
which is open to all New Haven County high school students. Originally established by the
Friends of the Hamden Library to honor long-time Hamden resident and Pulitzer Prize-winning
author, Thornton Wilder, funds for the competition’s cash prizes were generously endowed by
the playwright’s sister, Isabel Wilder until her death in 1995. Each year, public, private and
parochial high school students are encouraged to submit works of fiction in the categories of
short stories, scripts, one-act plays—or excerpts from longer works—as well as poetry. Entries
are limited to 2,500 words and each student may submit one work of prose and one poem.
First, second and third prizes of $500, $300 and $100, respectively, are award in both the prose
and poetry categories. Deadline for submission this year is Friday, February 28, 2020. Application forms must accompany each submission and can be obtained at the library or through the
library website at hamenlibrary.org. Awards will be presented at a reception where winning
entries will be read on Thursday, May 7, 2020 at Miller Memorial Library. Family, friends,
teachers and the public are encouraged to attend.
For the full Library winter news letter update, please visit: http://www.hamdenlibrary.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/12/winter2020.pdf
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Hamden Library 2020
Winter Programming
Please visit www.hamdenlibrary.org for a complete schedule of programming

Children’s Program
Silly Sing Along with Edward Leonard
11 am, Tuesday, February 18
Ages 2 and up
Legos and More
3 pm, Tuesday, February 18
Ages 5 and up
Yoga with Sherri
11 am, Thursday, February 20
Ages 3 and up
Afternoon Art
4 pm, Thursday, February 20
Ages 6 and up
Teen Programs
Super Smash Brothers Tournament
3 pm Thursday, February 20
Learn to Code with CSGirls
1 pm, Saturday, February 22
Teen Advisory Board
3 pm, Saturday, February 22
Movies
Harriet

Hamden Library Computer Classes for
February
Hamden Public Library will offer 6 classes in
the month of February. Topics covered include:
 Using the Photos App for iPhone/iPad
(Tuesday, Feb. 11, 1-2:30);
 Intro to Microsoft Excel (Wednesday,
Feb. 12, 6-7:30 p.m.);
 Intro to Instagram (Tuesday, Feb. 18, 12:30 p.m.);
 Microsoft Excel: Tables & Pivot Tables
(Wednesday, Feb. 19, 6-7:30 p.m.);
 Protecting
Your
Privacy
Online
(Tuesday, Feb. 25, 1-2:30 p.m.);
 Microsoft Excel: Formulas (Wednesday,
Feb. 26, 6-7:30 p.m.).
These free classes will be held in the Friends
Room at Miller Memorial Library, 2901
Dixwell Avenue in Hamden. Registration is
required as class size is limited. Register in
person at the library, through the website
(hamdenlibrary.org) or by calling 203-2872680.
Book Discussion
Tara Westover’s NY Times bestselling
Educated



7 pm Tues, February 18, Thornton
Wilder Hall

6:30 p,m Monday, February 24
Friends Room



2 pm Wed, February 19, Friends Room



2 hours, 5 min. Rated R

Copies of the book are available to borrow
from the library during the month preceding
each discussion. New participants are always
welcome.

A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood
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7 pm Tues, February 25, Thornton Wilder Hall 2 pm



Wed, February 26, Friends Room



1 hours, 49 min. Rated R.
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Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
Offers Annual Training Classes
"Would you like to learn how to protect yourself, your family and make a difference in
Your Community?"
The Hamden Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Program educates people about Disaster Preparedness for hazards that may impact their neighborhood and teaches
them the basic disaster response skills, such as Fire Safety & Suppression, Search & Rescue,
CERT Team Organization, Terrorism Awareness, Disaster Psychology and Medical Triage and
Treatment.
Using the training learned in the classroom and during exercises, CERT Members can
assist others in their locality or workplace following an incident when professional responders
are not immediately available to help. Students are also instructed in how to handle every day
emergencies at home or in their neighborhood.
Specially Trained CERT Members support our 1st Responders and all town agencies
by taking an active role in emergency management and preparedness tasks and by assisting at
emergencies or with logistical support for the several planned community events throughout
the year.

Upcoming Classes:
The Hamden Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) will be conducting their
annual CERT Training Program starting on Wednesday, March 4th, 2020 at 6:30 pm. The 8
week CERT training is available at no charge. The 2.5 hour training sessions consists of how to
make critical decisions during every day emergencies or any major incident.
CERT Training gives you the skills and equipment to prepare for emergencies and be
able to protect yourselves, your family, friends and neighbors. Completed and signed applications must be received by the Office of the Fire Chief, 2372 Whitney Avenue, 2nd Floor, Hamden, Ct. 06518 either in person or mailed no later than Thursday, February 27, 2020.
To obtain an application, please visit https://www.hamden.com/673/Training-Classes .
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Earth
Celebration
Save the
Date!Day
Hamden’s
Earth Day
Celebration is April 4th, 2020!
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Hamden Holds First
"Gun Buy Back" Event
On Valentine’s Day weekend think of your loved ones and help make your home and
community safer
The Hamden Police Department, Town of Hamden, Yale New Haven Hospital’s Injury
and Violence Prevention Program, and the Injury Free Coalition for Kids of New Haven will
hold Hamden’s first gun buyback event on Saturday, February 15th from 10:00am to 2:00pm at
the Hamden Police Department, 2900 Dixwell Avenue.
The gun buyback is being held in the spirit of public safety and prevention to make our
homes and community safer. The buyback provides an opportunity for people to anonymously
and safely dispose of unwanted and unsecured guns in exchange for gift cards. The goal is to
prevent guns from falling into the wrong hands, such as those of children, suicidal people, perpetrators of domestic violence, and criminals.
The event will also promote gun safety and safe storage. For gun owners who want to
keep their guns but seek to better secure their weapons, a limited supply of free gun locks and
car safes (with valid pistol permit) will be provided at the event.
The gun buyback is 100% anonymous, no questions asked, and it will take place in a
safe and secure location. Guns must be delivered unloaded in clear plastic bags, and any ammunition must be delivered in a separate bag. The person dropping off the gun will not be
charged with illegal possession of that specific firearm.
The Hamden Police Department will be managing the site and handling the guns. The
Connecticut State Police will destroy the collected guns, which will then be donated to the
Swords into Plowshares program to be recycled and transformed into gardening tools.

We are actively seeking donations to fund the gun buyback. To make a tax deductible
donation to the YNHH Injury and Violence Prevention Program, please Download the YNHH
Contribution Form. Contribution forms can also be requested from any of the contacts listed.
Please also return completed contribution forms to the contacts listed.
The buyback will provide gift cards (American Express, Stop & Shop, & Amazon),
while supplies last, to those who turn in a working firearm.





•$25
•$50
•$100
•$200

Single & double-shot (Derringer style) handguns
Rifles and Shotguns
Pistols and Revolvers (Handguns)
Assault Weapons (to be determined by HPD)

Mayor Curt Leng commented, “The Gun Buyback is a major prevention effort to help
keep our community safe. It will allow for the anonymous and safe disposal of potentially dangerous firearms before they become part of an unexpected tragedy.
Dr. Pina Violano, Manager of the Yale New Haven Hospital’s Injury and Violence
Prevention Program, commented, “Firearm injuries are a real public health concern both locally and nationally. We are continually working with community partners both locally and
statewide to reduce firearm injuries and improve the overall safety for residents in the communities we serve.”
Police Chief John Cappiello commented, “We want to prevent guns from getting into
the wrong hands. Guns are commonly targeted in burglaries, so we want to proactively get unwanted and unsecured guns out of homes. We particularly want to give family members of deceased gun owners, or of gun owners suffering from dementia, an opportunity to safely dispose
of those guns.”
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The Small Business Series at BOROUGH496
for Start- ups and New Businesses
Session 2 Topic: “Starting and Growing Your Business”
Each Session will be located in the BOROUGH496 Training Room at 496 Newhall Street in
Hamden. Seating is limited to 25 people. Plenty of easy parking in the lot on the Morse Street
side.
The Business Mentor Richard Pearce leads this series. Come and learn the basics of starting and succeeding in business. All sessions are from 6:30PM8:00PM. Participants are encouraged to attend all
four sessions.
Session One was held on February 10th:
Entitled “So you want to be an entrepreneur?” The
session explored topics such as



What is an entrepreneur?
Common mistakes made by would be entrepreneurs and the importance of preparing a
“family plan”.

Session Two: Tuesday February 18: Starting and Growing your business
Form of Business: Sole proprietorship, partnership, LLC, corporation and other forms will be
discussed for their pros and cons.
 Options for Business Ownership:
 Start from the beginning
 Buy an existing business
 Purchasing a franchise
 Creating a The Business Plan: Introduction will expose participants to typical topics that
should be covered in a business plan.
Future sessions:
Session Three: Monday February 24th: The Business Plan in detail. Detailed guidance to
writing an acceptable business plan. Participants. Numerous topics regarding the writing of
their business plans will be covered.
Session Four: Monday March 2nd:
 Financing your business
 Personal resources (i.e. “skin in the game”)
 Family and friends
 Business partners
 Investors
 Banks
 Alternative lenders
 Venture capitalist
 Grant funding (the myths and the reality)
Additional updates coming soon on this series. Please RSVP to Nancy Forvil at 203-2877030 or email to nforvil@hamden.com. Stay tuned for more announcements of upcoming
training at BOROUGH496, located at 496 Newhall Street. To learn more about BOROUGH496, go to www.borough496.com.
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BOROUGH496 Wins Best Economic Development
Project Award from the Connecticut Chapter of the
American Planning Association (CCAPA)
At the holiday awards event on December 6th, the Hamden Economic Development
Corporation (HEDC) received the award for best Economic Development project for BOROUGH496, a 42,000 SF Business Incubator from the Connecticut Chapter of the American
Planning Association (CCAPA). CCAPA made the award based on several important categories, including planning, historic preservation and economic impact.
“We are honored to be recognized as the Economic Development Project of the Year
the annual holiday party. The CCAPA is a well-respected organization that helps shape the
physical and economic landscape of CT. Also we would like to congratulate the other award
winners from the 2019 event” stated Dale Kroop Executive Director of the Hamden Economic
Development Corporation.
BOROUGH496 is a mixed use incubator focused on a four part value system, Micro-Enterprise
Education, Workforce Development, Community Sustainability and Economic Inclusiveness.
For more information on BOROUGH496 go to www.borough496.com.
For more information of the Hamden Economic Development Corporation go to http://
www.hamdeneconomicdevelopment.org/
For more information about the Connecticut chapter of the American Planning Association
go to https://ct.planning.org/

United Illuminating Provides Funds for Energy
Efficiency Upgrades to BOROUGH496
The Hamden Economic Development Corporation is pleased to announce the award of
over $43,000 in an energy efficiency rebate from the United Illuminating, a subsidiary of
Avangrid for improvements made at BOROUGH496, AKA the Hamden Business Incubator.
HEDC utilized the Energy Conscious Blueprint Program for New Construction and Major
Renovations as part of the Energize Connecticut initiative.

The award is based on installation of Interior Lighting, Exterior Lighting, Water
Source Heat Pumps, and an energy efficient boiler. Executive Director Dale Kroop accepted
the award from Thomas Cariglio from UI. “We are so pleased to accept these funds from our
great partner UI. They have been extremely helpful since the beginning of the design on this
very complicated building. They also provided an early planning grant for studying options for
energy conservation over 5 years ago.
"They are a great partner" commented Mr. Kroop. The funds will be used towards of
incremental costs of the energy conservation efforts at BOROUGH496.
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Quinnipiac University
Law School Event
Former ACLU president to discuss new book about resisting ‘hate speech’ with free
speech on Feb. 18 at the Quinnipiac University School of Law Center
NORTH HAVEN, Conn. – Feb. 13, 2020 – New York Law School Professor Nadine
Strossen, a former president of the American Civil Liberties Union, will discuss her new book,
“Hate: Why We Should Resist It with Free Speech, Not Censorship,” at noon on Tuesday, Feb.
18, at the Quinnipiac University School of Law Center, Room, SLE 318, 370 Bassett Road.
This event, sponsored by the Federalist Society in the School of Law, is free and open to the
public. For more information, call 203-582-8652.
Strossen will talk with Jennifer Gerarda Brown, interim executive vice president and
provost at Quinnipiac, about the implications of “hate speech” censorship and how social justice advocates maintain that the best way to resist hate and promote equality is through vigorous "counterspeech" and activism.
“During Black History Month, it’s important to recall that Martin Luther King Jr. and
other civil rights activists throughout our nation’s history have consistently opposed censorship
even for ideas that are regarded as hateful and hated; after all, their ideas were viewed as such
by many government officials and members of the public, and many campuses enforced speaker bans against civil rights advocates,” Strossen said.
Strossen is the John Marshall Harlan II Professor of Law, Emerita at New York Law
School. From 1991 through 2008, she served as president of the ACLU, and was the first woman to head the nation’s largest and oldest civil liberties organization. Strossen is currently a
member of the ACLU’s National Advisory Council, as well as the advisory boards of the Electronic Privacy Information Center, the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education and Heterodox Academy. She has testified before Congress on multiple occasions, made thousands of
public presentations on more than 500 campuses and has frequently commented on legal issues
in the national media, appearing on numerous national news program. Strossen graduated Phi
Beta Kappa from Harvard College and magna cum laude from Harvard Law School, where she
was an editor of the “Harvard Law Review.”
“We are thrilled and honored that Professor Strossen will be joining our community for
this important conversation,” said Brown, who also is dean of the School of Law. “We look
forward to learning from her about the ways lawyers and law students can contribute to civil
discourse to improve the health and functioning of our society.”
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Hamden Equity & Inclusivity Task Force Announces
First Community Listening Session
Tuesday, February 18th, 7:00pm
at Hamden High School, Room C-107
Hamden – Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is pleased to announce that the newly created
Hamden Equity & Inclusivity Task Force has announced its first Community Listening Session, a reschedule of the event which was originally scheduled to occur on Thursday, February
13th, 2020. The event will now take place Tuesday, February 18th, 2020 at 7:00pm inside room
C-107 at the Hamden High School (2040 Dixwell Ave, Hamden, CT 06514). All members of
the public are encouraged to attend, and light refreshments will be available. (Entrance to room
C-107 is located on the Merritt-Parkway side of HHS)

This initial event will be the first of many meetings, trainings, community discussions and
break-off groups, and will include participating representatives from the following organizations:














Quinnipiac University
Albertus Magnus College
Greater New Haven NAACP
CONECT (Congregations Organized for a New Connecticut)
Racial & Ethnic Disparities Committee (RED)
Anti-Defamation League
Born Rich Foundation
Hamden Human Rights & Relations Commission
Mothers Demand Action Against Gun Violence
Action Together Connecticut
Hamden Legends Committee
Hamden Human Resources & Affirmative Action Officer
Hamden Mayor’s Office, with liaison participation from the Legislative Council & Board of
Education
Commenting, Mayor Leng said, “I very much look forward to engaging with you all and
really listening to every one of our community residents who have experiences, ideas, concerns
and suggestions. I want to again apologize for the mistake regarding the originally scheduled
meeting, and look to assure the importance of equity in our community with the immensely
strong group of stakeholders assembled, and truly committed to being active participants, in
this major effort.”
For further information, please contact Deputy Chief of Staff, Patrick J. Donnelly, at 203-2877009 or at pdonnelly@hamden.com.

Page 15

2020, Issue #2

Hamden Regional Chamber of Commerce Hosts
“Lunch with the Governor”
When: Wednesday, Febr uar y 26, 2020 11:30 AM thr u 01:30 PM
Where: Whitney Center , 200 Leeder Hill Dr ive
Registration: $25.00 per per son
For More Info: Meegia Wojcik, 203-288-6431, hcc@hamdenchamber.com
http://cca.hamdenregionalchamber.com/webforms/RepLogin.aspx?
dbid2=CTHAM&logintype=EVT&evtid=125741

Hamden Honors Martin Luther King Jr.
& Black History Month
On January 17th, 2020, the Town of Hamden held its annual Martin Luther King Jr.
Day Celebration in Thornton Wilder Hall. The event offered attendees the opportunity to reflect on Dr. King’s life, his mission, how he has affected our lives, and what we continue to
learn from his service and wisdom. Mayor Leng, along with the Hamden Martin Luther King
Jr. Day Celebration Committee, welcomed guests and offered short remarks. The Keynote
Speaker of the event was Senator George Logan and moderator for the event was the Reverend
Sallie Lowry of Gabriel Outreach Ministry, New Haven, CT.
Hamden would like to thank those who attended, and worked to put the event together, and
wishes the entire community a thoughtful and reflective Black History Month in February.
Mayor Leng looks forward to releasing an official proclamation in honor of Black History
Month in the coming days.
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Notice of Primary for
Democratic Town Committee
NOTICE OF PRIMARY FOR DEMOCRATIC TOWN COMMITTEE
Notice is hereby given that a Primary of the Democratic Party will be held on Tuesday, March
3, 2020 for the election of District 3,4,5,6,7,8, & 9 Town Committee members. The list of the
Democratic party-endorsed candidates and challenge candidates for election to District
3,4,5,6,7,8 & 9 Town Committee is on file in the Hamden Town Clerk’s Office.

The hours of voting at said Primary will be from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and the location
of polls and counting of Absentee Ballots will be as follows:
DISTRICT

LOCATION

THREE

Keefe Comm. Center, 11 Pine St

FOUR

Spring Glen School, 1908 Whitney Ave

FIVE

Board of Education Bldg., 60 Putnam Ave

SIX

Ridge Hill School, 120 Carew Rd

SEVEN

Dunbar Hill School, 315 Lane St

EIGHT

Bear Path School, 10 Kirk Rd

NINE

West Woods School, 350 West Todd

Absentee Ballots will be available on and after Tuesday, February 11, 2020 in the office of the
Hamden Town Clerk, 2750 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518. Absentee Ballot Applications may also be downloaded on the Secretary of State’s site: https://portal.ct.gov/sots.
Questions regarding Absentee Ballots may be directed to: (203) 287-7028.
Questions regarding voter registration may be directed to (203) 287-7081.
Vera A Morrison, Hamden Town Clerk
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Information Guide
January 2020

Helpful Resources

Upcoming Events

Hamden Youth Services:
2018-2019 Program Guide

Hamden Elderly Services:
February 2020 Miller Café
Menu
February 2020 Newsletter
Hamden Arts & Recreation:
2019 Arts and Rec Program
Registration

Hamden Public Library
Calendar of Events

Washington’s Birthday, Feb
17th - Offices Closes
CERT Training Courses,
March 4th-May 1st
Dreaming of Paris Paint
Party, Feb. 27th
Arts Commission Saturday
Series, March 7th

www.hamdenlibrary.org

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
TOWN OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH
IN OBSERVANCE OF PRESIDENT WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY
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THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE SUBSCRIBED!
INPUT AND SUGGESTIONS FOR OUR MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER CAN BE EMAILED TO
PATRICK J. DONNELLY

WE’RE ON
THE WEB!
VISIT US!

Land of the
Sleeping
Giant
Want to become a subscriber?
Readers who wish to subscribe to the Monthly Town Hall
Newsletter may do so by navigating to www.hamden.com,
and locating the Media Center. From there, readers will be
able to enter their email address and “check the box” to
“join” and receive the “Town of Hamden Monthly
Newsletter”.
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