The Engineering Department provides professional engineering services to assist in
maintaining and improving the Town’s infrastructure.
The Engineering Department provides or supervises planning, surveying, design,
and construction inspection and
administration services for the town's capital
improvement projects, including
Highway and trails such as the spur trail:
Bridges, such as Skiff Street:

Utilities & storm drainage:

and other projects, and provides advice to
town departments, officers, boards, and
commissions concerning engineering
problems.
Other functions of the Department include maintaining and updating existing
mapping, creating spreadsheets to better analyze work being performed, and the
general computerization of records.
In addition to these functions there are numerous daily
services handled by our department. These services
include telephone request, referrals from other
departments, resolution of complaints and inquiries
regarding sidewalk conditions, excavations, drainage,
mapping, etc.

Office personnel issue permits to contractors
for sidewalks and street excavation, and keep
contractor bonding and insurance information
current.

The Engineering Department currently has six funded full time employees.







Engineering Aide (EIT)
Engineering Inspector (EIT)
GIS Coordinator
Designer (EIT)
Staff Engineer (PE & LS)
Town Engineer (PE)

Over the past three years, the Department
has undergone a significant transformation
due to the retirement and replacement of the entire staff, some positions more
than once. We have also had the opportunity to utilize high school interns from
Hamden High as well as Presidential Fellows and Senior Design teams from
Quinnipiac University and the University of Connecticut.
Funding:
The majority of the construction work administered by the Engineering Department
is grant related. Some of our funding sources are:













Federal / Local Bridge: (Skiff Street Bridge)
State / Local Bridge: (1 funded, 3 pending funding)
DEEP Trails & Greenway Program Grant: (Spur Trail)
Walkable Sidewalks Grant
Community Connectivity Grant
Local Transportation Capital Improvement Program (LoTCIP): 5 projects
Local Capital Improvement Program (LoCIP): sidewalks, Tom Swamp Rd, West Todd St
CT DEEP Section 319 Proposal Grant: with Save the Sound, Town Center Park Rain Garden
Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP): 3 studies
Connecticut Brownfield Initiative: Brownfields Inventory and potential future EPA grants
CT Surface Transportation Block Grant Program (Transportation Alternatives Program)
Work Zone Safety Grant: UCONN T2 Center (safety equipment and certification for 4 staff)

We work very closely with Economic Development’s Grant Writer to chase grants
and other funding opportunities.
Regulatory Permitting
The primary function of the Department Inspector is to insure that any activity
being performed within the Town's Right-of-Way/Roadway system is performed or
maintained in accordance with the standards set forth by Town regulations. To do
so, department personnel review permits, insurance bonds, assist in bond estimates
and bond reviews and perform routine inspections. These inspections insure that
contractors are performing work in accordance with Town standards.
The Engineering Department reviews plans and other technical information
submitted by developers for compliance with the town's design and construction
standards and good engineering practice and provide comments to the Planning
and Zoning and Inland Wetlands commissions.

Geographic Information System (GIS)
The Department maintains maps, plans, and other infrastructure records. Develops
and maintains GIS data regarding the town's infrastructure, including the storm
drainage system, sidewalks, pavement, and bridges. Andrew Kinlock, GIS
Coordinator, completed the 40+ maps published in the Plan of Conservation &
Development, which came at cost savings to the Town. It will now be easier to
analyze information based on parcel/address location as well as make revisions to
original maps, since the data and maps have been created “in-house.”
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Respond to questions, complaints, and requests for information from the public:
The Engineering Department has been utilizing the SeeClickFix program for the
registering of complaints directed for our review. Between July 2018 and June
2019, the Department received 284 work requests.

The Engineering Department is the Town’s internal consultant.
We are here to serve our 62,000 residents and businesses. We take this
responsibility as seriously as the first line of the Engineering Code of Ethics:
“Hold paramount the safety, health, and welfare of the public.”

Mark Austin, PE, PWE, FNSPE
Town Engineer

We are here for you.

Tel: (203) 287-7040
Fax: (203) 287-7045

